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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES, 
STATE OF THE SKILLED LABOUR MARKET IN SEPTEMBER. 


Tae following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette ” :— 

It is based on 2,286 returns—viz., 1,652 from employers, 
448 from trade unions, and 186 from other sources. 

Oa the whole the state of employment shows some decline, 
especially in groups of trades affected directly, or indirectly, by 
the engineering dispute. Employment in the cotton trade is slack, 
while, on the other hand, coal miners have been better 
employed. 

In the following figures persons directly on strike or locked out 
owing to the engineering dispute have been omitted. 

In the 113 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 462,292, 20,228 (or 4°38 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of September, compared with 3°55 per 
cent, at the end of August, and with 3°6 per cent. in the 110 
unions, with a membership of 434,876, from which returns were 
received for September, 1896. 


Employment in Various Industries.—Coal Mining.— 
Employment during September was better in nearly every district 
than it was either a month or a year ago. Pits employing 
425,617 workpeople worked on an average 5:24 days per week in 
September, 4°92 days per week in August, and 4°89 days per week 
in September, 1896. 

Iron Mining.—Employment continues good in this industry, 
and is slightly better than a year ago. Mines employing 17,066 
persons worked an average of 5°79 days in September as compared 
with 5°78 days a year ago, while the number employed at the 
mines included in the returns shows an increase of 5°6 per cent. 
over the number employed in September, 1896, 
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In the Pig Jron industry employment remains the same as at 
the end of August, and is better than a year ago. At the works 
of 110 ironmasters to which the returns relate, 349 furnaces, em- 
ploying 22,452 persons, were in blast at the end of September, 
compared with 349 furaaces,employing 22,360 persons, in August, 
and 345 furnaces, employing 22,164 persons, at the end of Sep- 
tember, 1896. 

Employment at Steel Works improved slightly during the 
month. It continues better than a year ago. At 138 works 
38,965 persons were employed at the end of September, or 337 
more than-at the end of August, and 1,147 more than a year ago. 

At Puddling Furnaces and Rolling Mills there was a falling off 
in employment during the month, at the end of which, however, 
it was still better than a year ago. At 91 works 18,943 work- 
people were employed at the end of September, or 302 less than at 
the end of August, and 309 move than a year ago. 

Employment at Tinplate Works continues depressed. Out of 
484 mills reported on, 273 were at work at the end of September, 
the same number as at the end of August. A year ago, out of 
482 mills, 306 were at work. 

Employment in the Engineering and kindred trades continues 
to be greatly affected by the dispute. Apart from those directly 
on strike or locked out, the percentage of unemployed union 
members in the engineering and metal trades at the end of 
September was 5°5 compared with 42 in August and 2°8 per cent. 
at the end of September, 1896. 

The Shipbuilding trades (wbich are indirectly affected by the 
engineering dispute) show a further falling off in employment. 
Tae percentage of unemployed union members at the end of 
September was 9°5 compared with 6'3in August. The percentage 
for September, 1896, was 9°5. 

The Building trades remain well employed. The percentage of 
unemployed in unions making returns was 1:4, compared with 1:2 
in August and 1°3 per cent. in September, 1896. 

The Furnishing trades continue busy. The percentage of 
unemployed union members at the end of September was 1-4, 
compared with 1‘7 in August and 1°2 per cent. at the end of 
September last year. 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades remains 
unchanged. The percentage of unemployed uvion members at 
the end of September was 5:4, compared with 5:3 in August and 
also in September, 1896. 

Employment in the Paper trade has continued to improve. The 
percentage of unemployed union members was 3°7 at the end of 
September, compared with 3°9 in August, and 2°8 at the end of 
September, 1896. 

The Glass trades show a still further improvement in the state 
of employment. The percentage of unemployed at the end of 
September was 7-9, compared with 84 in August. The per- 
centage for September, 1896, was 13°8. 


Oct. 1897.] BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 387 


Employment in the Leather trades shows a slight falling off. 
The percentage of unemployed union members at the end of 
September was 3°9, compared with 36 in August. The per- 
centage for September iast year was also 3°9. 

Employment in the realy mile Boot and Shoz trad2 continued 
bad in London, declined in Liaizester aud Norshampton, and 
improved in the other centres. In the bespoke branch it was 
slack. 

Employment in the ready mide Tailoring trade has declined ; 
in the bespoke branch it has improved. 

Employment in the Cotton trade has become slightly worse 
in the Spinning branch, and remains very slack in the Weaving 
branch. 

Employment in the Woollen trade has improved. In the 
Worsted trade it is still slack. In the Hoisery trade employ- 
ment shows a further decline. 

As regards the employment of Women in the Teztile trades 
information respecting 517 mills, employing 83,000 women and 
girls, shows that 62 per cent. were inmills giving full employment 
during the month compared with 58 per cent. for August, and 
79 per cent. for September, 1896. 

Trade Disputes.—F orty-nine fresh disputes began in September 
1897, involving 9,067 workpeople. This figure does not include 
the number of engineers affected during the month by the 
further extension of the engineering dispute. The corresponding 
number of disputes for August was 66, involving 15,303 workpeople, 
and for September, 1896, 51, involving about 8,874 workpeople. 
Twelve disputes took place in the building trades, 10 in mining 
and quarrying, 11 in metal engineering and shipbuilding trades, 
8 in the textile trades, and 8 in other industries. Of the 70 
new and old disputes, involving 12,968 workpeople, of which 
the settlement is reported, 21, involving 2,756 persons, were 
settled in favour of the workpeople ; 26, involving 4,836 persons, 
in favour of the employers; while 23, invoiving 5,376 workpeople, 
resulted in a compromise. 

Changes in Rates of Wages.—The changes in rates of wages 
reported during September affected a total of 86,100 workpeople, of 
which number 12,600 received increases and 23,500 sustained 
decreases. The increases and decreases approximately balanced each 
other. The increases included 5,000 blastfurnacemen, and 2,000 
workpeople in the coal-mining industry. The principal decreases 
affected 20,00 iron workers and 2,642 blastfurnacemen. Changes 
affecting 2,400 workpeople were brought about by strikes. Changes 
involving 27,650 workpeople were settled under sliding scale 
agreements, the remaining changes, affecting 6,050 workpeople, 
were arranged by direct negotiation between the parties without 
any cessation of work. 
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NAVIGATION BY NIGHT THROUGH THE STRAITS OF PREVESA 
PROHIBITED. 


The Foreign Office have communicated to the Bvuard of Trade 
copy of a telegram received from H.M. Ambassador at Constan- 
tinople, stating that the Consular body at Prevesa have been 
officially informed that, according to orders, the passage through 
the Straits of Prevesa of steamers and of every other kind of 
vessel after sunset is prohibited. 


NoricE TO SHIPOWNERS. 


A despatch dated the 31st August last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to 
the effect that the Brazilian Government are not prepared to alter 
the present system of measurement of coal cargoes in Brazilian 
ports. Mr. Raikes adds that, as H.M. Consul-General at Rio de 
Janeiro informs him that captains of coal-laden vessels arriving 
there are still under the impression that the cargo is not to be 
measured, it would be well that persons interested in the question 
should know that the Brazilian Government are determined to 
continue the system of measurement hitherto carried out. 


WARNING TO INTENDING PURCHASERS OF RUBBER 
FoRESTS IN BraAZziu. 


The Foreign Office have rezeived a report, dated 28th August 
last, from Mr. W. A. Churchill, H.M. Consul at Para, stating that 
he had received a letter from a British firm inquiring as to the 
possibility of their purchasing rubber forests with a view to 
successfully exploiting the rubber industry on a large scale. 

Mr. Churchill continues as follows :— 

**T made the necessary inquiries, and was universally informed 
that such an enterprise would be followed by absolute failure, 
and that it has been attempted many times by Europeans and 
Americans, but invariably ended in disaster. I accordingly replied 
in this sense and explained the reasons, the principal one being 
the climate, which in most of the swampy, inundated rubber 
districts is fatal to white men, besides being injurious to the 
natives.” 

H.M. Consul also states that it has come to his knowledge that 
several magnificent (pestilential) forests of rubber-bearing trees 

will be offered for sale in England by speculators, and therefore 
thinks such steps should be taken as may be considered necessary 
to warn the British public, adding, “I would most decidedly 
discourage anyone from investing in such an undertaking.” 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


Admiralty.—Tenders will be received until 12 o’clock noon on 
Thursday, the 21st October, for Italian hemp, to be delivered, 190 
tons at Chatham Dockyard, and 150 tons at Devonport Dockyard. 
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Forms of tender, containing conditions of contract and all 
particulars, may be obtained on personal application at the 
Admiralty, or by letter addressed “Director of Navy Contracts, 
Admiralty, Whitehall, $.W.” 


TENDERS FOR ENLARGEMENT OF Docks AT Ferro (SPAIN). 


A communication dated 10th September last has been received 
at the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Corunna, transmitting 
copies and translation of the terms for a contract to enlarge two 
dry docks at Ferrol Arsenal. 

The said enlargement of the dry docks it is estimated will cost 
6,000,000 pesetas, or about 280,000/., and the tenders will be 
opened at Madrid on the 24th November next. 

Information can be obtained at the Admiralty at Madrid and 
at Ferrol Arsenal. 

Mr. Anton, the British Vice-Consul at Ferrol, is prepared to give 
any further information to, and place his services at, the disposal of 
any persons proposing to tender. 

The terms of the contract, as forwarded by H.M. Consul, way 
be seen on application at the Ccmmercial Department of the 
Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, any day between the hours 
cf 11 am. and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR COAL MINES IN THE PHILIPPINES. 


The Manila “ Official Gazette” of the 24th July last publishes 
a decree by which tenders are invited for the special concession 
of the carboniferous districts of Uling and Lutac, situated near the 
village of Naga (Island of Cebu). 

The adjudication will take place at Manila on the 22nd 
January, 1898. 

Information as to these tenders can be obtained at the office of 
the Inspector-General of Mines at Manila. 


TENDERS FOR CENTRAL RAILWAY STATION AT BUENOS AYRES, 


The “Journal Official” of 16th September last, states that the 
Argentine Government has abandoned the idea of building the 
Central Railway Station at Buenos Ayres by private contract, but 
has decided to open for tender the works referred to, according 
to the plans laid down by the Department of Engineers, reducing 
the amount to about 600,000/. 


AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
a binocular glass, which has been awarded by the Hungarian 
Government to Mr. Maurice Harvey Clarke, master of the 
“ Axminster,’ of London, in recognition of his services to the 
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shipwrecked crew of the Hungarian barque “ Emilie,” of Fiume, 
which was burnt on the high seas in July, 1896; and two binocular 
glasses which have been respectively awarded by the French 
Government to Mr. Augustus William Weston, Master of the 
“ Yanariva,”’ of Glasgow, and to Mr. Charles Alfred Adams, 
Master of the “Marva,” of Liverpool, in recognition of their 
services to the shipwrecked crew of the French steamer “ Ville 
de Saint Nazaire,” of Marseilles, which foundered in the North 
Atlantic Ocean in March last. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Consul-General 
for Sweden and Norway, a binocular glass for Mr. John Henry 
Bentley, master, and silver medals of the 3rl class for Thomas 
Nelson, mate, John Norman, boatswain, William Rodgers, 
seaman, and John Redpath, boy, of the steam trawler “ Niagara,” 
of Hull, which have been awarded to them by the Nor- 
wegian Government in recognition of their services to the 
shipwrecked crew of the Norwegian s.s. ‘‘ Timor,” of Stavanger ; 
a binocular glass for Mr. David James, master, silver medals 
of the 2nd class for John Evans, 1st mate, and John Thomas, 
2nd mate, and silver medals of the 3rd class for George Hurer and 
J. B. Skeet, seamen, of the barque “Caradog,” of Aberystwith, 
which have been awarded to them by the Norwegian Government 
in recognition of their services to the shipwrecked crew of the 
Norwegian ship “Caledonia,” of Drammen; a binocular 
glass for Mr. James Arthur Prouse, master, a 2nd class silver 
medal and diploma for Mr. Albert Cook, mate, and 3rd 
class silver medals and diplomas for Frederick Pearce, boat- 
swain, and A. Simonsen, John Soley, and Victor Martin, 
seamen, of the s.s. “ Snowflake,” of Liverpool, which have been 
awarded to them by the Norwegian Government in recognition of 
their services to the shipwrecked crew of the Norwegian ship 
“Senta,” of Stavanger. 


INSPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following Inspectors of Weights and Measures have, during 
the month of September, 1897, passed the examination provided 
for in the 11th section of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889 :— 

Barr, Alexander Lambie, Ayrshire. 
Pringle, William John, Northumberland. 
Smeaton, Robert Wilkinson, Berwick-upon-Tweed. 
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IlL—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The monthly accounts of trade and navigation show that the 
imports from foreign countries and British Possessions for the 
month ended 30th September last amounted in value to 35,195,8931. 
as compared with 33,006,346/. for September, 1896, an increase of 
2,189,5471. or 6°6 per cent. The exports of British and Irish 
produce and manufactures for September, 1897, were valued at 
18,305,2751. as compared with 19,824,125/. for September, 1896, 
a decrease of 1,518,850/. or 7°7 per cent., and the exports of 
foreign and colonial merchandise were valued at 3,979,0927. or 
704,6267 more than in the corresponding month of 1896, an 
increase of 21°5 per cent. 

With regard first, to the imports, the following categories of 
goods show an increased value in September, i897, as compared 
with September, 1896 :—Articles of food and drink (duty free) 
which have increased 1,357,663/.; raw materials for sundry 
industries and manufactures, 921,707/.; manufactured articles, 
346,067/.; animals, living (for food) 59,1352. ; articles of food and 
drink (dutiable) 343,167/. ; oils, 45,775/.; and metals, 36,5307. ; on 
the other hand the imports of raw materials for textile manufac- 
tures have declined in value to the extent of 577,810/. ; miscel- 
laneous articles, 132,071/.; chemicals, dye-stuffs and tanning sub- 
stances, 102,706/. ; tobacco (dutiable) 81,912/.; and parcels post, 
25,998/. The increase in the value of imported articles of food and 
drink (duty free) is to a great extent due to the larger imports of 
fresh beef, which showed a value of 158,483. in excess of that for 
the corresponding month of 1896. Hams how an increase of 
194,7341.; butter 104,906/., and cheese 206,146/. 

There is an increase in the value of wheat to the extent of 
221,767/., although there were 1,030,480 ewts. less imported than 
in September, 1896; wheat meal and flour decreased to the 
extent of 111,395/.; and Indian corn or maize, 106,036/. Tie 
imports of wood and timber again this month show a large 
increase, the value being 682,831/ more than in September, 1896. 
Other considerable increases are found under cattle, 111,9237.; 
currants, 118,965/.; raisins, 117,2837. ; leather, 99,2137. ; silver 
ore, 70,0802. ; olive oil, tallow, and stearine and hemp; but the 
imports of cotton raw have decreased 609,200/.; caoutchoue, 
173,2761. ; woollen stuffs, 84,0387, ; tin in blocks, ingots or bars, 
77,1162.; flax or linseed oil, 60,7312. ; silk broad stutis, 39,7142. ; 
silk, raw, 37,9421. 

Taking now the exports for September, 1897, as compared with 
September, 1896, only three categories show an increased value, 
viz. :—raw materials, 145,1817. ; metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom, 45,506/.; and parcel post,30,757/. All the other 
categories show decreases, viz,— Yarns and textile fabrics, 
1,364,580/.; machinery and mill-work, 155,477/. ; all other articles 
either manufactured or partly manufactured, 145,296. ; apparel’ 
and articles of personal use, 37,429/.; articles of food and drink 
32,0877. ; chemicals and chemical and medicinal preparations 
2,900/. ; and animals living, 2,535/. 

As regards raw materials, the increase is due to the greater 
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Shipments of coal, the price of which has advanced to a slight 
extent, and this increase is spread over all countries generally. 
The exports of yarns and textile fabrics show the serious falling 
off of 1,364,5807. ; cotton piece goods have decreased 827,587. ; 
worsted tissues, 156,925/.; woollen tissues, 92,3917. ; linen piece 
goods, 86,9041. ; and jute piece goods, 43,8731. 

With regard to the total value of the exports of yarns and 
textile fabrics the following table will show to what extent the 
exports of certain classes of yarns and textiles from this country to — 
the United States have decreased :— 


Exports to the United States 

from the United Kingdom. 

Sepb. Sept. Sept. 

1897. 1896. 1895. 

£ £ 

Cotton piece goods - - - 61,174 87,048 106,170 
Jute 57,763 77,146 | 100,370 
Linen yarn” - - - - - - é 2,268 4,436 1,790 
Linen piece goods - - - - > ys 56,712 | 120,621 | 185,473 
Woollen and worsted yarns - - - - 47 2,726 10,715 
Woollen tissues’ - . - - - - 4,321 60,338 | 132,993 
Worsted __,, - - - - - - 9,343 84,415 424,391 
Carpets (not being rugs) - - - - - 1,775 11,209 14,271 


As regards the trade for the nine months ended 30th September 
last, the ‘mports are valued at 13,065,323]. in excess of those for 
the corresponding period of 1896. Animals living (for food) have 
increased 673,105/.; articles of food and drink (duty free) 
6,146,8197. ; articles of food and drink (dutiable)1,262,915/.; metals, 
589,412/.; raw materials for textile manufecture 233,938/.; raw 
materials for sundry inaustries and manufactures 3},718,8211. ; 
and manufactured articles 3,159,6507. On the other band tobacco, 
(dutiable), shows a decrease of 160,833/. ; chemicals, dyestuffs, and 
tanning substances a decrease of 681,966/.; oils have decreased 
439,677/.; miscellaneous articles, 813,830/. ; and parcel post 3,0311. 

The exports for the nine months ended 30th September last, 
were valued at 175,991,176/., as compared with 180,655,800/. for 
the same period of 1896, a decrease of 4,664,624/.; yarns and 
textile fabrics show a decrease of 7,440,803/.; apparel and articles 
of personal use, 474,788/.; and all other articles either manu- 
factured, or partly manufactured, 313,7501. 

On the other hand, animals (living) have increased 152,815/. ; 
articles of food and drink, 227,0671.; raw materials, 1,825,4791. ; 
metals and articles manufactured therefrom (except machinery) 
519,2531.; machinery and mill work, 341,031/.; chemicals, and 
chemical and medicinal preparations, 226,736/.; and parcel post, 
272,343. 

The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise show an 
increase of 4,505,385/. for the nine months ended 30th 
September, 1897, as compared with the same period of 1896. 
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IlIl.—_THE INTERNATIONAL STATISTICAL INSTITUTE. 


The biennial session of the International Statistical Institute, 
which has recently been held at St. Petersburg, is the sixth meet- 
ing that has taken place since the foundation of the institute in 
its present form in 1885. Previous meetings have been held at 
Rome, Paris, Vienna, Chicago and Berne. St. Petersburg had 
already been proposed as a place of meeting in 1891 ; and in 1895 a 
renewed invitation was received from the Russian Government 
through M. Troinitsky, Director of the Central Committee for 
Statistics at St. Petersburg, to hold the next session there in 
1897. A special reason for selecting St. Petersburg for the pre- 
sent meeting lay in the fact that the census of the Russian Empire, 
the largest that has as yet been taken by bulletin as compared 
with list censuses, was to be taken early in the present year. 

No less than 11 nationalities were represented there by 
41 members of the Institute, namely :—French 10, Russian 9, 
German 6, Austrian 5, British 3, Italian 2, United States 2, 
Danish, Norwegian, Swedish, and Roumanian 1 each. In addition 
there were 8 French and 1 Roumanian Government delegates 
who were not members of the Institute, and there were also 
43 invited members, mainly officials and statisticians belonging to 
the various Russian Administrations. 

The Session was opened on the 18th August last by H.1.H. the 
Grand Duke Constantine Constantinovitch, Honorary President, 
whose father, the Grand Duke Constantine Nicolaievitch, had 
presided 25 years previously at the Statistical Congress at St. 
Petersburg. 

The Grand Duke delivered an address of welcome in which he 
described the objects of the Institute, and expressed especially his 
regret that Sir Fawson W. Rawson was compelled to be absent on 
account of ill health. 

In the course of his opening speech he reminded his hearers of 
the opinions held by his father, who was Admiral of the Russian 
Fleet, to the effect that statistics which threw a light upon social 
phenomena might be compared to the lighthouses which in the 
darkness of the night illumine the path of the mariner. He 
referred in flattering terms to Quételet, the author of ‘ Social 
Physics”, who was the founder of the Statistical Congress in 1853, 
and who was present at the meeting held at St. Petersburg in 
1872, and stated that the work of the Statistical Congress was 
being continued with advantage and benefit to the social com- 
munity by the International Institute, which included the highest 
statistical authorities in Europe and America, and had spared no 
effort to perfect statistical methods; to carry on the most 
useful enquiries ; to introduce uniformity in trade statistics, and in 
general to facilitate the establishment and the development of 
international statistics. He called attention to the great success 
which had attended~the census enumeration cf the Russian 
Empire, an operation which necessitated the services of an army of 
150,000 collectors, who, working over an extent of territory amount- 
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ing to nearly the sixth-part of the globe, registered by family 
bulletin, person by person, and classified by groups, a population of 
129,211,000 souls. When the Congress was held at St. Peters- 
burg in 1872, the population of the Russian Enipire was estimated 
at only 90,000,000. 

M. Emile Levasseur, Vice-President of the Institute, in the 
absence of Sir Rawson W, Rawson, thanked the Grand Duke in 
the name of the Institute for his welcome to St. Petersburg, and 
referred to the absence of the President through ill-health,and to the 
death of the following members of the Institute since the previous 
Session—viz.: Dr. Mouat, General Francis A. Walker, Mr. John 
Biddulph Martin, Professor Louis Cossa, M. Jacques Costa, M. 
Léon Say, and Dr. Engel. 

M. Levasseur in addition sketched the rise of the International 
Statistical Institute, founded on the basis of the International 
Statistical Congress, which from 1853 to 1878 had rendered most 
useful service to statistical science. He touched upon the question 
of the composition of the Institute, and called attention to the fact 
that although it was an unofficial and perfectly independent body, 
this did not militate against the cordiality of the relations existing 
between it and the various public administrations, tor it rendered 
the most valuable assistance to the latter, an assistance which is 
not only highly appreciated by them, but which can be more 
effectively given by the Institute than by the old system of Inter- 
national Congress. 

Addresses followed by the representatives of the Russian 
Government, viz.: the Minister of Agriculture and Domains, the 
President of the Committee of Organisation, M. Troinitsky, the 
Vice-president of the Geographical Society, and the Delegate from 
the University of St. Petersburg. 

At the close of the sitting a telegram of regret for his absence 
was forwarded to Sir Rawson W. Rawson, and the following 
sections were organised, dealing with various subjects as 
under :— 

1st Section.—Methodology, Population, Law, and Historical 

Statistics. 

2nd Section.— Agriculture and Landed Property. 

3rd Section.—Industry, Trade, Colonies, Precious Metals. 

4th Section.—Finance, Credit, Savings Banks, etc. 

Mr. A. E. Bateman, C.M.G., acted as Treasurer, and Signor 
Bodio as General Secretary. 

Among the more notable papers read at the Session were :— 
“On the General Census of the Russian Empire taken on 28th 
January, 1897,” by M. Troinitsky. Papers by MM. Neymarck, 
Scharling, Hendriks, and Schmoller, ‘‘ Report of the Committee 
on personal property, with an examination into the best statistical 
methods to be employed for the valuation of the capital and 
revenue of national and international property.” “Report of the 
Committee on Commercial Statistics,’ by Mr. A. E. Bateman.” 
“On the Organisation of Civil Judicial Statistics,” by Mr. 
McDonell. “ Report of the Committee on Agricultural Statistics, 
and Production and Price of Cereals,’ by Major Craigie. 
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A noticeable feature of the Session just concluded was the large 
number of Russian papers read, and this was not only an interest- 
ing feature, but a very welcome one. The official returns of the 
Russian Empire being published in Russian it has hitherto been 
difficult, by those who are unacquainted with the language, to 
obtain a proper appreciation of them ; the reading of these papers 
therefore was instrumental in bringing into prominence many 
valuable statistical data and in affording facilities for drawing some 
interesting comparisons between the various social phenomena of 
Russia and those of other countries. 

At the meeting on Friday, 22nd August, Mr. A. E. Bateman 
presented the Report of the Commercial Statistics Committee, 
in which it was stated that it was the sixth time that the 
attention of that Committee had been drawn to the methods 
employed by European Countries and the United States on the 
following points :— 

1. The method of registering imports and exports, on the one 
hand according to countries of first origin and ultimate destination, 
and on the other hand according to the countries from which, and 
to which, they are directly imported and exported. 

2. The method of valuation of imports and exports according 
to declarations of importers and exporters, or according to the 
values made by official committees, ad hoc. 

3. The methods of classification of imports and exports by 
categories (raw materials, manufactures, etc). 

The divergency of method on these three points has always been 
very marked, and showed little prospect of diminishing. Failing 
agreement the next best thing was to keep well in view the 
the differences which still exist, so that allowances may be made 
for them in comparing the trade statistics of various countries. 
Mr. Bateman therefore proposed to publish in the Bulletin the 
tables which he had drawn up to illustrate the various methods 
employed in the different countries. 

M. Pallain, the Director-General of Customs in France, who 
was, at the close of the meeting, elected a member, proposed to 
add to the Standing Committee on import and export statistics 
the question of unifying the statistics of parcel post imports and 
exports, a trade which has only sprung up of late years, but bids 
fair to become of great importance to commerce. Major Craigie, 
of the Board of Agriculture, presented a communication which 
was in relation to the methods of drawing up agricultural 
statistics in three tables, referring respectively to the area under 
corn crops, and to the number of cattle and sheep. 

Four subjects of interest, viz., Bimetallism, Protection, Bounties, 
and Dealings in Futures, though not specially excluded from the 
list of subjects to be approached, were really left untouched by 
the discussions, which, on the whole, were eminently business-like 
and practical. 

The example of M. Juglar, of Paris, and M. Korési, of Buda- 
Pesth, who, in a previous year, made donations of 1,000 francs 
and 800 francs respectively, was followed by M. Olanesco, of 
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Roumania, from whom a gift of 1,000 francs to the Institute’s 
funds was announced. 

At the election of the Bureau for the following two years,owing 
to some misconception, it was understood that Sir Rawson W. 
Rawson was very desirous of not being re-elected as President, 
but at the last moment it became known that he would be willing 
to place his services at the disposal of the Institute. His 
re-election was generally approved, as it tided over a difficulty of 
selection. The three Vice-Presidents re-elected were MM.Levasseur, 
Lexis, and Troinitsky. Mr. A. E. Bateman, C.M.G., was elected 
Treasurer in the place of Mr. John Biddulph Martin, deceased, 
and Signor Bodio was re-elected General Secretary. 

In the last meeting of the biennial session, the International 
Institute usually selects the place of its next meeting, and it was 
announced that the Norwegian Government had offered through 
M. Kiaer, one of the most useful and prominent members 
of the Institute, and Director of the Statistical Bureau of Norway, 
to receive the members at Christiania in 1899. This proposition 
was accepted with acclamation, the members congratulating 
themselves on the prospect of holding their deliberations in a 
country the statistics of which may be cited as models of 
excellence. 


q 
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IV.—PETROLEUM FUEL FOR STEAMSHIPS. 


There are signs pointing in the direction of changes in steam 
navigation, but exactly what these changes are to be, and how the 
modern steamship will be affected thereby, cannot yet be foretold. 

The “Iron Age” (New York) is of opinion that an evolution 
may be looked for in the direction of the substitution of liquid fuel 
for coal, A good deal has already been accomplished in this direction 
by both national and merchant navies and more is to be confidently 
expected. Some recent reports of work done in the use of liquid 
fuel point out the importance it may play in the future develop- 
ment of the marine steam engine, and therefore something further 
concerning liquid fuel may not be out of order just now. 

In the first place it is well, says the ‘‘ Iron Age,” to bear in mind 
the fact that what is often called kerosene fuel, or naphtha fuel, 
in speaking of liquid fuel, is neither the one nor the other. These 
two are inflammable, containing volatile hydrocarbons ; and in the 
second place they emit an odour and when consumed make smoke. 
The naphtha used by ships in the furnaces of their boilers is the 
residue of crude petroleum after the volatile oils have been dis- 
tilled from it, the kerosene, beuzine and other derivatives with 
low ignition points having been expelled ; it is deodorous and can 
be burned without making smoke. This residuum is a yellowish 
brown, thick, oily liquid, resembling somewhat light coloured 
molasses. It is perfectly non-inflammable up to 350 degrees, can 
be carried safely in large quantities, does not deteriorate by 
being stored or exposed, does not evaporate, and is not detrimental 
to metal tanks or to the inside of the skin ofa ship. The name 
of this petroleum fuel is residuum, or astaki, or naphtha fuel, or 
“mazut;” perhaps the last is the one most commonly used. 
A Russian report states that mazut cannot be set on fire 
by burning substances thrown on its surface; even when 
drops of molten metal are dropped into it inflammation 
occurs only around the stream of metal, and when the drops dis- 
appear below the surface of the fluid the fire is extinguished. 
Firing into the residuum with bursting shells does not ignite it. 
In order to consume the whole it is necessary to raise the entire 
mass to its ignition temperature ; without contact with flame this 
produces evaporation. 

Liquid fuel is extensively used in steamers plying on the Caspian 
Sea and in the locomotives employed near that region; of course, 
the whole country thereabouts being an oil well, the naphtha is 
cheap and very easy to obtain, and the conditions governing its 
use are far different from those which hold in other portions of the 
world under different circumstances. Russia, therefore, has hud 
more practical experience in the use of liquid fuel than any other 
country. She has further made the most extensive experiments 
in the burning of petroleum fuel in war ships, and especially in 
torpedo boats, where the success has been sufficiently marked to 
decide the Government to use it almost entirely in this small craft 
and to some extent in their coast defence vessels. 
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In America the use of liquid fuel was attempted experimentally 
last year in a small torpedo boat, and the results, all things con- 
sidered, were in the main quite satisfactory. Such, too, has been 
the reported experience everywhere, for all naval powers have 
experimented more or less with liquid fuel. Italy has adopted 
petroleum fuel for use in her torpedo boats, and is introducing it 
as an auxiliary fuel in some of her larger vessels. Germany has 
also decided to supply it to her torpedo boats, and has constructed 
large reservoirs at Wilhelmshaven for its storage. France has 
made many attempts looking to its employment, though she has 
not yet definitely adopted it. 

Many different ways of using petroleum fuel have been put to 
the test and have been found wanting in some particular. It 
should be stated, however, that, since in nearly-every case the 
boiler to be fired with residuum was one which was originally de- 
signed to be fired with coal, undoubtedly many drawbacks resulted 
trom this cause. Again, the boiler and steam fittings were for con- 
trolling the ordinary feed water, drafts, etc, common to all coal 
burning furnaces, and these makeshifts must have interfered more 
or less with the success of the experiments. 

Three methods have been tried to employ liquid fuel for steam- 
ing purposes, which may be generalized as follows: 1. The floor 
of the ordinary furnace, after removing the grate bars, was covered 
over with some porous substance like asbestos through which the 
oil was introduced from underneath; this substance becoming 
saturated with oil burned from the surface. 2. The fuel was con- 
ducted to the furnace in a gaseous state; this method was 
experimented with as far back as 1867 on board the United States 
gunboat “ Palos ;” the fault found with gas furnaces was the 
stopping up of the supply pipes, the residuals not vaporizing. 3. 
The oil is sprayed into the furnaces by means of steam or air 
blasts. 

The last method is the one which has been most experimented 
with, and it is the one which has given the most satisfactory 
results. In fact, it has superseded the other methods. The 
primary question to be settled is, whether in order to pulverise the 
naphtha fuel it is better to make use of air or of steam. Tne 
objection urged against the use of air is the amount of space the 
compressors would occupy in the vessel and their weight. Onthe 
other hand, the objection raised against the employment of steam 
is that an undue quantity of it would have to be constantly sup- 
plied to overcome that which must be unavoidably lost by escape, 
no condensers having yet been devised capable of supplying this loss. 

In the equipment for burning liquid fuel fitted to the “Maine’s ” 
torpedo boat, fire bricks partially grooved across one face were 
laid on the ordinary grate bars at an angle of 45 degrees, thereby 
forming air ducts over the entire surface of this corrugated bed. 
The liquid fuel was distributed over this bed in a fan-shaped spray 
and was there heated to incandescence, the air passing through the 
grooves and uniting with the gases of the oil spray, making a 
perfect oxyhydrogen flame, The pulverization of the oil was 
effected by compressed air. 
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In the Russian experiments which were more thorough and 
comprehensive than those made in the United States, the torpedo 
boat “ Wiborg” was used and steam was employed for breaking up 
the liquid fuel, a specially designed evaporator giving highly 
satisfactory results. 

In firing with naphtha fuel in Russia, using steam as a 
pulverizer, the steam entered the burner at a pressure greater than 
45 lbs., and, passing into the furnace, was dispersed ; upon its 
exit it met the stream of naphtha, pulverized it, and the mixture 
of steam, naphtha, dust and air burned. 

The advantages which would follow the adoption of naphtha fuel 
for use in torpedo boats are many and are more marked than would 
be the case with larger vessels. The principal are the rapidity 
with which the bunkers could be filled ; the storage of the oil in 
such parts of the boat as were unfit for cargo; the diminution in 
the number of men necessary to tend the fires and of the physical 
fatigue of the firemen; the greater power of the evaporation of 
liquid fuel, the proportion being 7 to 4. A modern torpedo boat 
which at a given speed could go 4000 miles, would, if she had in 
place of coal the same weight in oil fuel, steam 7000 miles. Thus, 
by this means, her sphere of action would be nearly doubled, 
‘here is total combustion in oil fuel, hence ashes and cinders do 
not occur and there is no need of cleaning furnaces and sweeping flues. 
Finally, there is the complete absence of smoke. Could all these 
advantages be safety and surely secured there is no doubt that 
petroleum fue] would become universally adopted. 

But there are some disadvantages which have not yet been 
overcome. One of these is the uncertainty still existing, in 
spite of all that has been said to the contrary, of the safety 
in storing and handling petroleum. Again, no thoroughly satis- 
factory furnace has yet been devised for burning it. Again there 
have been reports that as a fuel petroleum is not so efficient 
as coal, and finally that it is more expensive than coal. These 
last two reasons, if clearly established, would condemn naphtha 
fuel. 
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V.—GERMAN CREDIT ASSOCIATIONS. 


The rise and progress of Germain credit associations form the 
subject of a recent resort to the United States Government by 
Mr. Julius Nurth, American Consul af Magdeburg. 

According to Mr. Nurth the origin of these combinations is 
as follows :—In 1849 Herman Schulze, of Delitzsch, started an 
association of shoemakers and cabinetmakers mainly for the pur- 
pose of buying the needed raw material—leather and wood—in 
common. The fact that small traders and mechanics were often 
unable to obtain credit, and were thus driven into the hands of 
usurers, was his leading motive. A year later the first credit 
association was formed. Its main feature was that borrowers 
were obliged to become members. In 1852 unlimited liability of 
the members was introduced, and this feature lent such additional 
strength to the associations that they rapidly developed and ex- 
tended all over Germany, so that now the combined associations 
throughout the country furnish to their members an annual credit 
of over 2,000,009,000 marks (100,000,000/.). The bulk of this 
bnsiness is done by the Schulze-Delitzsch credit associations. 

Although under the new law (Genossenschafts-Gesetz) of 
May 1, 1889, the liability of the members may be limited, most 
associations retained the unlimited liability feature, as years of ex- 
perience had demonstrated its wisdom and great advantages. 

A credit association is mainly an association of people of small 
means—farmers, artizans, tradesmen, etc.—who, from the nature 
of their business and their limited capacity, are unable to obtain 
credit from the banks. Its main object is to procure a safe and 
cheap credit for its members, and for this purpose it transacts a 
general banking business. To accomplish this, credit associations 
must either create a common fund—a working capital—or borrow 
money. The Schulze-Delitzsch credit associations have always 
laid particular stress upon the formation of a common fund, and 
with this fund, and the unlimited liability of the members as a 
further guarantee, additional outside funds or credit could always 
be obtained. 

The working capital of the association consists of the amounts 
paid in by the members and the reserve fund. The members are 
bound to contribute regularly to the common fund until their 
shares have reached the limit fixed by the statutes. These con- 
tributions are made in small amounts to enable all members to 
properly fulfil their obligations. The initiation fee is from 3 to 10 
marks (3s. to 103.). The maximum contribution to the working 
capital to be received from any member is about 1,590 marks 
(751) ; but a minimum of, generally, 150 marks (77. 10s.) must 
uradually be contributed. The quarterly payments are at least 
3 marks (3s.) watil the minimum of 150 marks (7/. 10s.) or any 
other amount up to the maximum of 1,500 marks (751.) is reached. 
By these regular contributions the members will not only soon 


create a handsome capital stock, on which the association can 
obtain additional outside funds and credit, but they are also taught 
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to arrange their mode of living and doing business with a view to 
saving—another benefit which the association silently bestows 
upon them. Great stress is laid upon the formation of a reserve 
fund, to provide for any losses or deficiencies, and thus avoid 
calling upon the members for assessment3. The initiation fees 
and a small portion of the annual profit are used to form and 
increase this fund. We find now in Germany credit associations 
which from small beginnings have accumulated a capital stock of 
several mnillion marks. 

In the beginning credit associations should always have 
sufficient means to cover at least 10 per cent. of the borrowed 
funds. After three or four years, their own working capitel 
should amount to 20 or 25 per cent., and with older associations 
to 50 per cent., of the borrowed funds. A reserve fund should in 
time be accumulated amounting to at least 15 per cent. of the 
working capital. Under these conditions, associations have no 
difticulty in finding the needed credit; on the contrary, they are 
often offered more money than they need for their members, a fact 
which has induced some of them to venture into enterprises 
foreign to their mission, sometimes to the detriment of their 
members. As the working capital accumulates, confidence in these 
associations increases, money and credit can be obtaiued on easier 
terms, and in return the members can be served cheaper and 
better. We find, therefore, in these credit associations people’s 
banks in the fullest sense of the word. To make a success of a 
credit association, it is primarily necessary that the board of 
management should consist of highly-reputable citizens, men who 
have lived in the community for years and are known for their 
honesty and business capacity. 1t is true that not all credit 
associations have deen successful, but the number of the un- 
successful is small compared with those which have made their 
matk. Lack of proper interest by the members in the business 
transactions, giving excessive credit to members, and extending the 
sphere of operation to fields foreign to the purposes and intentions 
of such associations, have brought some of them to grief. If this 
is avoided, which can easily be done by the watchfuluess of the 
members, these associations have uniformly proved to be a 
success. 

Membership should not be confined to one, but should include 
all trades, mechanics and farmers, for it generally happens that a 
particular trade flourishes or languishes, and the members thereof 
either all have a surplus of money or all need credit. On the 
other hand, if a!l classes of tradesmen, mechanics and farmers are 
included the surplus of the one is generally wanted by some other 
and the supply and demand are thus regulated. 

By the new law (Genossenschafts Gesetz ot May Ist, 1889), 
associations incorporated thereunder acquire the rights of judicial 
persons, which has made it advisable for most of them to rein- 


corporate. 
In the meetings of the association, each member, be his contri- 
bution large or small, has one vote, and, as in these meetings all 
B 
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important business affairs are discussed and voted upon and, in 
general, the business rules and principles laid down, all members 
have equal rights and duties in the management, The principal 
rights which the members have to execute through their vote in 
the general meetings are the following :—Alterations in the statutes, 
fixing the amount of money to be borrowed, limiting the credit to 
the members, and the amounts to be received by each, examining 
and approving the accounts, and disposing of the profit, electing 
the Board of Management or removing members of the same, 
purchasing and selling property, examining complaints against 
the management. It is in the interests of the association that 
members of the board are freely changed and new blood infused 
into the management; and as one of the principal aims of these 
associations is to educate its members to sound business principles, 
each member should in time be so educated as to be able to take 
an active part in the management. 

The main business of furnishing credit to its members is done 
by making loans against personal notes, stocks, bonds, or other 
securities, discounting bills of exchange, opening credit in current 
account. Loans against notes are made tor three months or less, 
and one good endorsement is required as security. Loans made 
to farmers are generally made payable after the harvest. The dis- 
counting of bills of exchange based upon actual business transactions 
is considered the best and safest business for an association. Bills of 
exchange must run no longer than three months and must bear 
two good indorsements. The loaning of money on domestic 
stocks or bonds is also a safe investment, provided industrials 
or other papers which are not quoted on the exchange are 
avoided. 

Members who have an account current may draw against the 
credit allowed to them. If a member’s account shows at any 
time a balance due to him, he receives on such balance 2 per cent. 
less interest than he must pay on his debits. No account should 
be opened unless the business done during the year equals at 
least twice the amount of the credit given. The credit 
should be secured by personal notes, stocks, bonds, mort- 
gages, or guaranty furnished by responsible parties. Credit 
associations should also aid their members in any other 
work in which they need the assistance of a bank. Among 
these are collecting notes and bills of exchange, purchase and sale 
of stocks and bonds, collecting coupons and dividends, exchanging 
foreign money, issuing checks, drafts, and letters of credit on 
European and transatlantic places, safe keeping of stocks, bonds, 
and other valuables, administering moneys and stocks. They 
should take care of members’ surplus moneys and profitably invest 
the same and should become the best and safest savings bank for 
labouring men, servants, and other people of small means. To 
facilitate the collecting of notes, etc., most associations belong to 
the so-called “Giroverband” an association of associations 
established for the purpose of collecting for its members, free of 
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charge, any notes or other papers payable in the various localities 
of the several associations. The settlements are made through the 
Deutsche Genossenschaftsbank of Soergel Parrisins and Co., in 
Berlin and Frankfort, which acts as a clearing house and central 
bank for the various associations. The board of management must, 
at the end of each year, take an inventory of the property of the 
association, prepare the balance-sheet, and make recommendations 
as to the division of the profit. 

All doubtful claims should be eliminated and transferred to a 
separate account. The reserve fund may be drawn upon to cover 
any loss or deficiency at the end of the year, but it must never 
be used to pay or add to the dividends. A spercial reserve fund 
may, however, be created for this purpose. Associations owning 
stocks or bonds should create a special reserve fund to provide 
against losses caused by a decline in value. If the assets and 
reserve fund are not sufficient at any time to cover the obliga- 
tions the deficiency must be made up by the members, each 
member bearing an even share. A 2ertain amount of the yearly 
profit is added to the reserve fund until the latter reaches the 
limit fixed by the statutes. The balance of the profit is divided 
among the members according to their credits at the end of the 
preceding year. It is not the object of a credit association to 
earn large dividends for its members, but to provide a cheap 
credit for them. The dividend should only be sufficiently large 
to induce people of small means to use the associations as savings 
banks in preference to other institutions. If these associations 
purposed to earn large dividends for their members they would have 
to charge higher rates for loans and other services, which would 
be contrary to the very purposes they are organised for. 

The Board of Management must also submit, at the end of each 
year, a minute report, giving members a clear inside view of the 
workings of the association. The statement of assets should give 
a detailed report of the cash on hand, stocks, bonds, notes, bills of 
exchange, mortgages, balances due from banks, other associations 
or members, interest due and receivable, furniture and other per- 
sonal property, real estate. The schedule of liabilities should show 
members’ credits, reserve funds, special reserve funds, foreign 
moneys, deposits on call or on longer terms, bills payable, balances 
due to banks and other associations, interest due and payable, and 
annual profits. 

The profit and loss account should give a minute description of 
the various items, to enable the members to clearly judge how and 
where the money was earned and how and where it was expended 
in paying interest, expenses of management, etc. 

The figures from the annual report for the year 1896 of one of 
these credit associations, founded in 1865, show better than words 
what thirty-one years’ co-operation of people of small means has 
accomplished. The total number of members was 3,914, and the 
amount standing to their credit was 1,467,690 marks (73,3841). 
Fifteen hundred and twenty-two members had a credit of less 
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than 150 marks (7/. 10s.), 1,130 members from 150 to 300 marks 
(71. 10s. to 151)., 300 members from 300 to 4/0 marks (15/. to 
221. 10s.), 348 members from 450 to 600 marks (22/. 10s. to 301), 
575 members from 600 to 1,000 marks (30/. to 50/.), and 300 mem- 
bers from 1,000 to 1,500 marks (50/. to 75/.). The accounts of 
264 retired members are included in this specification. 

The reserve fund was 170,234 marks (8,512/.), or 11°6 per cent. 
of the members’ credits; the special reserve fund for dividends 
44,262 marks (2,213/.), and for stocks 8,867 marks (443/.) ; total 
reserve 223,363 marks (11,168/.), or 15-2 per cent. of the members’ 
credits. 

The total business transactions during the year amounted to 
56,128,232 marks (2,806,4122.) 

Bills of exchange and notes to the number of 4,724, amounting 
to 5,792,412 marks (289,620/.), were discounted, of which 1,112, 


amounting so 2,596,393 marks (129,820/.), or 44°8 per cent., were 


discounted for farmers. Of these notes and bills, 268 were below 
100 marks (5/.), 812 were from 100 to 200 marks (5/7. to 10/.), 
1,273 were from 200 to 500 marks (10/. to 25/.), 847 were from 
5v0 to 1,000 marks (25/. to 50/.), 952 were from 1,000 to 3,000 
marks (50J. to 1502.), 333 were from 3,000 to 5,000 marks (1501. 
to 250/.), 185 were from 5,000 to 10,000 marks (250/. to 500/7.), 
35 were from 10,000 to 15,000 marks (500/. to 750/.), and 19 were 
above 15,000 marks (750/.). Two hundred and nine members had 
open accounts, on which they transacted a business of 3,298,575 
marks (164,929/.); 51 farmers had open accounts, in which a 
credit of 297,750 marks (14,887/.) was granted to them; 40 
members obtained collateral loans against stocks and bonds 
amounting to 1,042,400 marks (52,120/.) and 5 members against 
merchandise amounting to 177,000 marks (8,850/.). 


Rates OF INTEREST. 


Jan. 1, to | Sept. 8, to | Oct. 12, to 
Sept. 8, 1896./Oct. 12, 1896.| Dec. 31,1896. 


Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 


Bills of exchan 

Account current... 54 6 64 
Loans on merchandise ... ove ose 54 6 64 
Loans on stocks and bonds... 4 4h 54 


Owing to the stringency in the money market at the close of 
year, rates of exceptionally high. Notes and 
s of exchange were collected for the members to t 
91°715 marks (4,586/.). 
The savings bank account shows a balance of 860,122 
(43,006/.) in 2,993 accounts, drawing 3 per cent. interest a 
months’ call. The net amount of borrowed outside money was 
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1,757,080 marks (87,854l.) at the end of the year; the net 
amount to the credit of the members, including reserve funds, 
was 1,691,054 marks (84,553/.) or over 90 per cent. of the borrowed 
money. The total expenses amounted to 25,137 marks (1,256/.), 
no losses were incurred during the year. 

The net profit was 104,312 marks (5,2161.), io be divided as 


follows :— 
Description. Amount. 
To the members Marks. £ 
5 per cent. dividend on 1,336,949 marks 
(66,8477.) - - - - - . - 66,847 3,342 
1 per cent. extra dividend, payable in 1900 - 13,369 668 
ta. Remunerations - - - - 1,150 57 
To the reserve fund ° - - - - 8,559 178 
‘23? To the special reserve funds - - - - 1,886 94 
“= Carried forward to 1897 . - - 17,500 875 


Total - - - | 104,312 5,216 
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VI:-—TECHNICAL EDUCATION IN GERMANY. 


In a report to the Foreign Oftice on the Leipzig Exhibition of the 
current year, the Commercial Attaché to H. M. Embassy, at Berlin, 
states that in Saxony almost all ‘“ Gewerblichen Schulen” 
(technical schools) are under the Ministry for the administration of 
the internal affairs of the Kingdom. The technical school at 
Chemnitz, the art and trade schools at Dresden and Leipzig, the 
industrial school at Plauen, and the tive building schools were 
founded by the State. But the other technical and higher schools, 
© Fortbildungsschulen,” owe their existence to private initiative. 
In the spring of 1897 there existed in Saxony (without counting the 
mining and shipping schools and three State High Schools), 270 
trade schools, divided as follows :— 

a. 6 high trade and handicraft schools. 

b. 116 trade technical schools. 

Of the latter 10 were for building, 9 for barbers and hairdressers, 2 
for tin workers, 2 for book-printers, 2 for buokbiaders, 2 for druggists, 
8 for wood-workers (turners, joiners, chair makers), 1 for tanners, 1 
for confectionery, 4 for painters and enamellers, 3 for musical instru- 
ment makers, 16 for musicians, 1 for millers, 4 for trimmings makers, 
4 for smiths, 13 for tailors, 2 for shoemuakers, 2 for toy makers, 1 for 
paper, hangers, 1 for watch makers, aud 23 for weavers and workers. 

c. 14 trade drawing schools. 

d. 49 trade institutes for teaching women, girls and children. 

e. 32 trade higher schools (Fortbildungsschulen). 

There are 10 agricultural and 43 commercial schools. 

Of these trade schools 166 were founded between the years 1874 
and 1894. The sums spent by the State from the former to the 
latter year are shown in the following table :— 

Expenditure by Saxon Government for Industrial and Art 
Teaching. 

1874. 1884. 1894. 
£ £ 
Art Academy and Trade 
School, Leipzig - 1,203 2,191 4,569 
Art and Tiade School , 
and Museum, Dresden 932 7,467 8,336 
Industrial School, 


Plauen - - — 3,898 
“Technical State Schoul, 
Chemnitz - - 6,330 9,153 12,596 


‘Building Tiade Schools, 

at Dresden, Leipziy, 

Plauen, Zittau - - 2,974 4,325 5,584 
* In 1873 the State aided 46; in 1883, 62; and in 1894, 125 
‘trade, agricultural, and commercial schools in Saxony. To them 
the State devoted 3,090/. in 1873, 4,785/. in 1883, and 8,5721. 
in 1894, Very large sums have been spent in late years on new 
buildings. 


| 
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Advantage might be taken by Englishmen in many trades, of the 
education offered in these admirable technical schools at such low 
payments, 

A few details of several of these schools are now given. The 
cost of the course of training at the weaving school at Gross- 
chonau is 3. per year for the inhabitants of Saxony, 7/. 10s. for 
other Germans, and 15. for foreigners, of which a half has to be paid 
on joining. The teaching covers one year, with 46 to 52 instrue- 
tions per week. 

The great tanning school at Freiberg (of which there are com- 
plete exhibits of work in different stages at the Exhibition) has 
already been described in a memorandum on the “ Leather Industry 
of the Geriuan Epire” (extracts from which were published in 
the May number of the “Board of Trade Journal,” page 544). 
The leather trade is one of the most important in Germavy. In 
Saxony, in 1883, the consumption of fir bark for tanning was 
259,334 centners, and for oak bark 133,977. The Government 
industrial school was founded in 1877 privately, and was taken 
over by the Government in October, 1890. At the Leipzig Exhi-« 
bition there is a room full of the designs of every kind made at this 
school, with the greatest skill, for weaving curtains, embroideries, 
etc. The object of this school was, primarily, to obtain practical 
and artistic patterns. The full course lasts 44 years. 

The exhibits at Geipzig of the work of the principal schools 
avove-mentioned are most interesting, and testily to a highly 
developed education in every direction. the increase in the number 
of scholars at all these schools having, in late years, been remark- 
able. ‘he section of the Government exhibit in which diagrams 
are shown of the economic development of Saxony are of the 
greatest interest, such as the density of population and consump- 
tion of bread stuffs, the prices of grain from 1873 to 1895, etc., ete, 

These tables show that the number of persons engaged in 
industries was, in 1888, 322,000, which had increased by 1896 to 
455,000. 

At the Government Technical Teaching Institute at Chemnitz 
the expenses in 1876 were 7,5C0/., of which the State contributed 
5,750/.; those in 1896 were 12,5001, of which the State paid 
9,8501. A sum of 22,250/. was also spent on new buildings 
between 1875-78. In 1888 there were 13,000 workshops, of 
which 5,100 had steam apparatus. In 1896 there were 17,000, 
with 6,200 which had steam machivery. In 1882 the number of 
fixed steam machines was 5,400, with 76,000 horse-power; by 
1896 it had risen to 9,750, with 235,000 horse-power. 

There are many other diagrams, illustrating railway traffic in all 
its branches, the results of the Government agricultural experi« 
ment station at Mockern, near Jeipzig, and of many other things. 
One set of schools is for the building educational system. The 
large one at Plauen, for instance, was founded in 1840, and is 
under the control of the Ministry of the Interior. Its object is 
to give men the technical knowledge necessary to become good 
masons and master builders. 
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Mr. Wm. Wyndham, H.M. Consul at Barcelona, in a report to 
the Foreign Office, dated 30th September last, says that the 
destruction of forests in Spain has in due course brought its evils ; 
first, the timber has now largely to be purchased ‘abroad, and, 
secondly, floods are consequent on the rainfall not being retained 
in the soil by the roots whenever a storm comes over the country, 
and, again, in some districts the drought that prevails in seasons. 
when rain is most wanted. 

The general depression in trade in consequence of the unsettled. 
state of the Spanish Colonies is felt in the timber trade as well as. 
in other branches of commerce, but possibly in somewhat less 
degree than in some other branches of trade. Mr. Wyndham says :—- 
The demand for building materials has led me to make in- 
quiries into the sources of supply and demand, and it appears that. 
nearly the whole of the requisite timber has been supplied by 
Russia from the Baltic and by Sweden and Norway. 

A British steamer, the first to attempt the experiment, brought 
this year a cargo of €80 standards of 3-inch deals of spruce pine 
from Quebec to Barcelona, having also on board 166 standards for 
Valencia. This cargo of 680 standards Janded at Barcelona was. 
valued at 2,841/ 1ls. 9d., the manifest value was 15,677 dols.—. 
both values are given as a guide. The freight from Quebec per 
standard was, 55s. deals ; 36s. 8d. ends,9 feet and under. All were 
3-inch deals, mostly 12 to 16 feet and 3 by 6, 3 by 7, 3 by 8, and 
3 by 9. The above freight was for the two ports, Valencia and 
Barcelona, receivers paying the new War Tax. The 166 standards 
delivered at Valencia were invoiced as valuing 3,696 dols.=7391. 

It is believed that the venture has proved satisfactory to the 
parties concerned, and it 1s to be hoped that it will lead toa ony 
trade between the two countries next season. 

Canadian wood exporters should endeavour to get a footing in 
this important market, and no doubt exists that, if the Government. 
of Canada could get equal facilities under the most-favoured-nation 
clause with European nations supplying wood to Spain, and so 
place Canadian produce on equal conditions of competition, 
Canadian timber might fiud fresh and impsrtant markets in this. 
country. 

The classes of wood imported at Barcelona are chiefly pine and 
fir. 

The importation of wood from Russia and Sweden was during: 
the last two years as follows :— 


1895. 1896. 
Sweden, Russia. Russia. Sweden. 
Cubic Metres. Cubic Metres. Cubic Metres. Cubic Metres. 
17,294 62,904 43,295 5,157 
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The returns for this year are not yet available, but it is expected 
that they will prove quite as good. 

The number of steamers with wood cargoes entered at Barcelona 
during 1895 was twenty-four, with one sailing vessel. Only two 
of these were British, the remainder, with the exception of a few 
Germans and Russians, were Norwegians. Ia 1896 twenty-three 
ships arrived with timber, out of which three were English. 

The cargoes of timber brought here range from 500 to 800 
standards each. 

Vessels discharge wood cargoes in the inner port here, alongside 
the quays, and good despatch is given. 

Rates of freight from Russia and Norway and Sweden rule from 
21. to 21. 10s. per standard, and from Canada about 3/. 15s. 

The duty paid on the cargo to Customs amounts to three pesetas 
per cubic metre. 

The duties payable by ship are 4875 pesetas when coming from 
Europe, and 8°75 pesetas from other parts of the world per 1,000 
kilogrammes of cargo discharged. (Owing to the great fluctuations 
in the rate of exchange it is impossible to give any English equiva- 
lent which would serve any useful purpose for leng.) 

There is no necessity to manifest any weight of cargo for ships 
coming to Spain; the measurement only of cargoes of wood 1s 
required by Customs regulations. 

Bills of lading are made out to “ order.” 

Prices in Barcelona of timber stand at from 11. 6s. to 1/. 12s. 
per dozen pieces or planks, which is about 60 per cent. more than 
quotations in Sweden and Russia. 

The following is a list of some of the best-known wood mer- 
chants here :— 

Senores La Rosa y Cia Barcelona. 
Senor Don Jaime Vila 
Senor Don Francisco Oliva... 
Senores Castellvi y Cia 
Senores Romani y Cia 
Senor Don Antonio Andreu... 

Some of them are of old standing, but the usual precautions 
when dealing with a new firm are recommended, as names—not 
standing—are given in this report. 

A prominent foreign merchant in Barcelona states that many 
foreign firms dealing in timber here have lately lost money in the 
trade, partly through the arduous conditions, such as high tariffs 
and bad exchange, which prevail at present, and render business 
difficult and unremunerative ; still, the older local wood firms, 
having a regular market for their stocks, manage to work ata 
profit, and there is always a considerable demand for the commoner 

classes of wood in this district. 
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VII.L—ROUMANIAN PETROLEUM CONTRACTS AND 
FOREIGN CAPITALISTS. 


A report, dated 7th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Acting Consul-General at Galatz, 
containing a memorandum on the petroleum industry of Roumania, 
and on the abuses which have prevailed in the making of contraczs 
for the working of petroleum, and which have resulted, in many 
instances, in heavy losses to foreign capitalists and investors, and 
been otherwise detrimental to what should be a flourishing 
national industry. Mr. Liddell states that, since the 
begiuning of the petroleum industry in Roumania there have 
been many foreigners who have invested their capital in 
the belief that they were likely to see large profits realised 
within a short time, but have found, to their cost, that their expecta- 
tions were far from being fulfilled. Nor does the reason of the 
non-realisation of their hopes lie in the want of success of the 
workings. but in the way that they, in most instances, have ailowed 
themselves to be the dupes of unscrupulous speculators. 

The peasant proprietorship is so ill defined that even the most 
capable lawyers are often at a loss, when there is a question of 
concluding a contract for the leasing of the ground, to find a 
proper and valid basis on which to establish their claims without 
giving rise to further complications and ulterior troubles, and 
generally speaking, buyers, far from entering directly into 
their new possessions, find the way beset with diiticulties, 
and discover that to establish their proprietary rights legal 
proceedings must be undertaken. 

All the schemes for the development of the petroleum industry 
in Roumania that have lately been made in Holland or in Galicia 
have been based upon the most doubtful contracts where the 
ground to be worked was that owned by peasant proprietors. 

Such proceedings are necessarily detrimental to the develop- 
ment of the petroieum industry of the country, and keep away 
capital which might otherwise be most usefully invested. For it 
is capital that is really wanted, and, given capital, proper undis- 
puted possession of the ground, and capable management, there is 
no reason why capitalists aud investors should not work the 
petroleum- bearing districts with profit to themselves and to the 
advantage of the national industry. 

The ev:l that has hitherto flourished can be nipped in the bud, 
and this is possible, provided the peasants themselves can be 
induced not to enter into provisional centracts with speculators, 
and provided that the tribunals can be brought not to recognise 
contracts produced by agents unless the latter can produce an 
authentic power of attorney to the effect that they are the genuine 
representatives of sume duly-constituted soziety or bank. 

Further, foreign capitalists should under no circumstances what- 
ever accept contracts made between speculators and peasants for 
leases of petroleum-bearing ground without having absolute proof 
that the title deeds are genuine and give them full possession. 
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Foreigners who are anxious to place their money in the rich 
Roumanian petroleum workings should have no dealings with 
speculators ; they can obtain nec-ssary and reliable information 
by addressing themselves either to the Chambers of Commerce or 
to such “ bureaux d’informations ” as are officially recognised by 
the Ministry of Commerce, or to any bank at Bucharest or in the 
chief petroleum-bearing localities, as these institutions alone are 
able to give them trustworthy information, and such as will enable 
them to enter into possession of their proprietary rights without 
further trouble or annoyance. 

All reports that come to hand in regard to the wealth of the 
petroleum-bearing districts of Roumania point to the fact that in 
this respect the country can compete with the richest petroleum 
districts of America, Galicia, and even Russia. An eminent 
authority who has lately l.ad occasion to express an opinion on the 
positions of Bustenar, Campina, Menteor, and Solontz, is enthu- 
siastic over the favourable geological position of these districts, 
which he qualifies as equal in all senses to those of Shodnica or 
Bakow. 

As regards geological and geographical position, ‘the p2troleum 
bearing districts of Roumania can bear not only comparison with 
those of other countries, but, on account of their proximity to the 
River Danube, a distance varying from ninety to one hundred and 
twenty-five miles, should have a distinct advantage over other 
petroleum-beating countries. 

However, in spite of these natural advantages, the Roumanian 
petroleum industry has remained stationary and practically unde- 
veloped up till quite recently, and this is all the more surprising 
seeing how enormously the petroleum industry has developed in 
Russia and Galicia. 

But capital and good management are all the more essential 
because, once the petroleum is struck, transport, pipes, reservoirs, 
refinery, must all be thought of, especially as the consumption in 
the country itself is small, and besides has already been monos 
polised and organised by the Roumanian “ Steana’”’ Company and 
export by sea must necessarily absorb large sums of money as 
has already been the case in America and Russia. 
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IX.—THE NEW CHARTER TO THE MOZAMBIQUE 
COMPANY (PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA). 


A report dated 5th August last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Carnegie Ross, H.M. Consul at Beira 
(Portuguese East Africa), enclosing translation of the new charter 
or deed of concession granted recently by the Portuguese 
Government to the Mozambique Company, which gives that 
Company right to occupy and administer the territory of Manica. 
and Sofala. 

This new charter re-enacts the provisions of the three deeds under 
which the Company formerly acted—viz., those of 11th February 
and 30th July, 1891, and 22nd December, 1893, .and concedes to 
the Company certain other valuable rights. 

The most important of the new rights are :— 

1. The extension of the term of the concession to fifty years, 
Article 9. 

2. The right given to the Company of determining the rates of 
import and export duties. Article 7. 

3. The undertaking by the Company to pay one-half of the cost 
of the judicial and ecclesiastical regimen of the territory. 
Article 4. 

4. The limitation of the amount payable by the Company 
towards the cost of Government supervision to the sum of nine 
million reis. Article 11. 

5. The substitution of a donation to the Government 
of ten per cent. of all its shares and of the payment of twoand a 
half per cent. orfive per cent. (after the expiry of twenty-five 
years) for the annual payment of seven and a half per cent. 
or ten per cent., and the recognition of the Government as a share- 
holder of the Company, with all rights and privileges belonging to. 
such. Article 12. 

6. The granting to the Governor and officials of the Company 
of standing and powers of Colonial officials of the same ranks. 
Articles 4 and 11. 

7. The Company is now prohibited from employing foreigaers 
(non-Portuguese) in any position having judicial, administrative, 
or fiscal attributes. Article 6. 

The new charter on the whole confirms the powers and privileges 
formerly granted, and renders them more general and less definite. 
In addition to the alterations above mentioned, the following 
appear to be differences between the two charters. 

According to the new charter the officers of the land and sea 
forces of the Company must be chosen from among the officers of 
the Portuguese army and navy; the Company is to regulate with 
a special staff the fiscal administration of the entire territory; 
where the company has no regulations of its own on any subject, 

may by notice in its gazette adopt the regulations iu force in 

e Province of Mozambique ; the Company has the right to 

quire the dominium utile of any land, and to retain such land 
after the expiry of the charter by paying a quit rent of ten reis per 
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hectare: -the land granted to the Company alongside the railway 
line belongs to the Company fre2 of quit rent; the Company 
during time of peace has to carry on its railways or vessels 
Government troops and war material at a reduction of seventy-five 
per cent.; the term during which the Company has to settle 
one thousand Portuguese families has been extended to ten years ; 
the Government has acquired the right to appoint three of the 
directors of the Company; the grounds for the rescission of the con- 
cession have been altered and restricted; an article has been 
inserted providing for the case of the insolvency or stoppage of 
the Company for any other reason. 

The new charter has been under discussion between the 
Portuguese Government and the board of the Company sin e 
July of last yeur. It hus been the subject of long and 
difficult negotiations, which, however, have resulted in the 
Government acceding to all reasonable demands of the Company, 
and the interests of the State and of the shareholders are said to 
have been fully secured. 

The reasons given in the preamble of the new charter for 
granting an exteusion of the concession and other new rights 
are :— 

1. The difficulty the Company would have in recouping itself 
for the capital laid out on the works necessary for the improve- 
ment of ports, of means of communication, and for the development 
of the miueral and agricultural resources of the territory. 

2. The strengthening of the sovereignty of the State as regards 
defence, the administration of justice, and by the Government 
supervision. 

3. The undertaking by the Company to pay half the cost 
of the judicial and ecclesiastical regimen, the cost of Government 
supervision, and the donation of shares to the Government. 

4. The advisability of rendering stable the standing and credit 
of the Company by giving it liberty of action. 

As regards the first reason it would appear that the Mozambique 
Company had already foreseen this, for tolls and rates are charged 
for the use of all such public works, as bridges and wharfs, which, 
in addition to defraying the cost of repairs, must make these a source 
of considerable revenue. 1G 4 
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X.—MACHINERY IN MADAGASCAR. 


The American Consul at Tamatave, in a report to his Govern- 
ment, supplies information as to the description of rice-hulling 
machines needed in Madagascar. The Consul states that such a 
machine ought not to exceed 50 to 100 lbs. in weight—the 
lighter the better. It ought to be as compactly built as possible, 
and made so as to admit of being attached to the heads of posts 
set in the ground, or to uprights. It ought to be constructed so as 
to work with the same revolution the hulling and wirnowing 
devices. The great desideratum is a machine for family use. A 
few machines of greater capacity can naturally be placed in the 
larger villages ; but what is really wanted is a cheap machine— 
one that can be sold in Madagascar ata profit at prices ranging 
from 1/. to 5/. each. It is not to be understood that high-priced 
machines cannot find a market; but the actual need is, as before 
stated, for a family or huusehold machine. It is also essential 
that the machine should be simply but strongly constructed. The 
parts ought to be capable of ready adjustment and removal for 
repairs and cleaning, and yet with a minimum of small pieces, 
etc., liable to be mislaid by careless handling. All exposed 
metal parts ought to be galvanised, or at least painted. All 
parts made of metal should be of as light weight as is compatible 
with the work they are required to perform. The main object is 
to hull and winnow the rice. That the kernels of rice should be 
more or less broken in the process would not militate against the 
sale of the machine, as by the present manner of huliing and 
winnowing there is a very large proportion of broken rice. It 
should always be borne in mind that in the majority of cases this 
machine will have to be carried on men’s shoulders through a 
rugged country before reaching its final destination. 

No manufacturer must for a moment expect to find in Mada- 
gascar parties willing to guarantee the sale of any number of 
machines. Cottons and petroleum are the only articles bought 
and sold on an actual cash basis. - All other goods are handled on 
credit terms ranging from ninety days to six months, and 
longer. 

To properly introduce and secure large sales for rice-hulling 
machines a salesman having sufficient mechanical ability and 
knowledge to thoroughly master the most minute details of such 
machines ought to be sent out as general agent, with privilege of 
establishing sub-agencies and depots where needed, and to exhibit 
and instruct the natives in the use of the machine offered for sale. 
He ought to have snfficient executive ability to select competent 
native or creole agents to act as distributing peddlers or salesmen. 

All manner of advertising material is, in an instance of this kind, 
when it is intended to reach the native buyer, practically valueless 
and an actual waste of money. And yet the intelligence and adapta- 
bility of the natives are of such a character as to render them 
capable of comprehending and using such simple hand-power 
machines after they have once been shown how to work them. 
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Mr. Wetter, the Corsul referred to above, in reply to inquiries 
from a firm of manufacturers, sends the following informa- 
tion :—‘‘ There are many firms here who correspond in English, 
but I would suggest that all catalogues and communications 
ought to be in the French language. 

“No introduction of American machinery has yet occurred in 
this country. A pump or two, as many sewing machines, a very 
few hammers, and other small tools (not a dozen, all told, a small 
‘ Enterprise’ handmill, and one lawn mower would cover the entire 
introduction here of American machinery, tools, and implements 
in the last five years. 

“T do not see any general prospect for the successful introduction 
of your machines, primarily because of the great difficulty you 
will have in overcoming the prejudices against foreign machinery 
in the French official mind. You will understand that for a long 
time to come the only works that will be possible in Madagascar 
will come under the heads of Public Works, undertaken by the 
Government, works undertaken by concessionary corporations, 
and individual enterprises. Unless this country develops some 
valuable gold mines in the near future its d:velopment will be 
very slow. You will read wonderful things in the newspapers, 
but actual progression will be at the minimum rate. There is 
certainly a large amount of work to be done in Madagascar— 
Government, corporative, and private—of a character to call for 
the use of your machines, but as to when that work will be 
undertaken is a question of the future. 

“here are no American firms whatsoever introducing machines 
or machinery into this country. 

“There are no native firms at all. There are certain French and 
Manistian-English and English firms engaged in general com- 
merce here, but they deal only in hand sewing machines. The 
only public work at present going on in Madagascar, outside of 
some street-levelling in the capital, is the cutting of connecting 
canals between a chain of lakes extending from this place down 
the coast to Andevoranto. I understand the contractor is E. Payet, 
of this place, and that the work is under the personal supervision 
of Mr. H. Palu, conducteur, Chef du Service des Travaux Publics, 
Tamatave. Both parties would have to be corresponded with in 
French. In conclusion I would add that goods coming in for public 
works would probably be duty free, while for private persons and 
corporations, machinery would probably pay the same duties as in 
France. 

“T regret that existing conditions do not warrant me in writing 
more encouragingly.” 
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_XIL—THE EXPORT OF AMERICAN TIN PLATE. 

The American Tin Plate Company, of Elwood, Indiana, confirm 
the truth of the reports that they have begun to ship tin plate to 
Europe on regular orders. The first 1 »t consisted of a carload of 
500 boxes of the finest quality, destined for Italy, and was started 
on its way on the 11th August last. The date is worthy of per- 
manent record, says the “Iron Age” of 19th August, as the 
event marks an epoch and creates a sensation in commercial and 
manufacturing circles on both sides of the Atlantic. A similar 
order from England itself is being tilled, and shipment will probably 
be made by the time this is printed. Other shipments to foreign 
buyers are to follow. ; 

A few months since the “Iron Age” printed a note 
creditirg one of the largest metal merchants in the country with 
the statement that America would be exporters of tin plate in two 
years. The gentleman in question had exceptional oppurtunities 
for observation. But to the great majority in the trade the move- 
ment is most surprising, as tin plate is one of the few iron and steei 
products in the manufacture of which the American works were 
supposed to be still feeling to some extent the competition of 
foreign brands. 

The progress which is thus shown to have been made in the 
American tin plate trade is almost beyond belief. Prior to 1890 
no tin plate was made in the States, and the prospects for the esta- 
blishment of a tin-plate industry seemed very remote. After the 
enactment of the McKinley tariff a few small plants were started, 
but the business began in a discouragingly slow way. Many who 
had been ardent advocates of a high tin plate duty, in the helief 
that capital and skill were impatiently waiting to rush in as soon 
as the proper encouragement was afforded, were dismayed at the 
apparent apathy of the sheet manufacturers, who had been expected 
to build tin plate factories as adjuncts to their mills. It was not 
until 1892 thatthe industry may be said to have really made a 
good start, and it was then seen that the builders of the new busi- 
ness would be largely men who had not been prominent in the 
sheet trade, and in notable instances not even connected with the 
. iron trade. It may be claimed that in the comparatively short 
period of tive years the United States has not only built up a plate 
industry great enough to meet its own requirements, but of such 
strength as to appear tentatively in the markets of the world. The 
announcement of such an achievement must be most surprising to 
those who persistently asserted as late as 1894 that there were 
no tin plate factories in that country and never would be. 
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XII. -THE PROPOSED FLORIDA SHIP CANAL. 


With reference to a note on p. 342 of the September number of 
the “Board of Trade Journal,’ a dispatch has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. C. F. Frederick Adam, H.M. Chargé 
d’ Affaires at Washington, enclosing memorandum on the proposed 
construction of a Ship Canal across the Florida peninsula. 

The memorandum states that, from a report dated April, 1897, 
drawn up by Mr. Robert May Caffall, who was commissioned in 
1888 to examine and report upon the Florida Ship Canal route. 
which was surveyed and laid out by the late General Stone, 
Engineer, United States Army, the following extracts are taken :— 

The route selected is almost a straight line across the narrowest. 
part of the peninsula, only a few slight curves occur, the angles 
of deflection being very small, and it is as far north as possible. 
It passes through and near a large number of lakes, all of which 


will be used as auxiliaries and reservoirs for the highest levels of* 
the canal; they will give it an inexhaustible water-supply for: 


its locks; and it is ina direction most favourable to the line of 
commerce, 

The longest and largest vessels will pass each other in any part 
of the canal without danger or hindrance. This route is the 
shortest, straightest, safest, and best that can be made. There are 
no engineering difficulties, and the surveys have determined that 
it is the only practicable route for the purpose. 

Of its length of 112 miles, 85 will be canal, the remainder 
being inland waters. The locks will lift to the level of the. 
Orange lake, about 64 feet. Its width at bottom will be not less 
than 200 feet throughout its entire length, and its depth not less 
than 30 feet at any point. 

The locks will have three chambers each, of different sizes, the 
largest not less than 800 feet in length by 100 feet in width, and a 
depth of notless than 33 feet over the sills. 

The main argument in favour of the proposed canal, apart from 
the saving of time and cost of freight, is the danger of the so-called 
Florida Pass, which abounds in sunken rocks, shoals, and reefs. 
The calms alternating with hurricanes render the channel particu- 


larly dreaded by sailing vessels. The Florida Keys (between the- 


peninsula and Cuba) consist of a chain of rock and sand islands 
extending south-west from Cape Florida for nearly 20) miles. 
This chain has earned the title of the “ Florida Marine graveyard. 

The United States Congress has made a number of appropriations 
for the survey of ship canal routes across the peninsula. Four- 
routes have been surveyed under the direction of the Secretary of 
War, and estimates of cost made thereon. 

These surveys were made in 1824, 1855, 1856, and 1878-79. 
The Mobile Board of Trade had caused a survey to be made before 
the year 1872. These and numerous examinations of various 
routes are claimed to establish the fact that a ship canal is feasible 
from an engineering point of view, and that, in comparison with 
the advantages gained, the cost is very moderate and compares 
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favourably with that of other canals. The Hon. Jefferson Davis, 
Seeretary of War in 1855, ordered surveys ; the maps were repro- 
duced in 1875 under a resolution of the United States Senate. 
On page 25 the report says :— 

“The object of a ship canal across Florida is too obvious to 
need more than a passing remark. Attention has been turned to 
such a work since 1824, and an examination of routes made. The 
interest which such an improvement possesses for the country 
increases from year to year as the commerce passing through the 
Straits of Florida increases, as accidents attending that navigation 
become more frequent. The passage round Florida is the only 
one line of communication by water existing from the Atlautic to 
the Gulf, and, if closed by war, the commerce tothe Gulf now 
passing through the Straits would be cut off. 

Since this report was written important changes have occurred 
which directly and advantageously affect the scheme for construct- 
ing the Canal. Among these are— 

1. The Mississippi river jetties, the construction of which has 
practically opened up the whole Mississippi Valley to ocean 
commerce. Since 1874 vessels drawing 26 feet go safely through the 
pass at all seasons of the year. 

2. New Orleans—The immense increase in the export 
of corn, which in the month of January 1897, amounted to 
4,565,000 bushels (138,000 tons). 

3. The increased depth of the entrance to Galveston Harbour, 
Texas, and the completion of 24,000 feet of jetties. 

The depth of the channel in August, 1896, was 24 feet, and it is 
estimated that a 30-foot depth will be attained this year. 

The growing export of cattle, sheep, and swine from Galveston 
and improvements generally in the agricultural outlook in Texas, 
owing toirrigation works, may also be cited. 

4, Appalachicola Bay (west coast of Florida), depth increased 
from 35 feet over the bar in 1879 to 9 feet in 1896. 

5. Pensacola—A depth of 195 feet (1879) on the bar is 
expected to be increased to 26 feet. Over 500,000,000 feet of 
lumber shipped last year. 

6. Cedar Keys Harbour.—Entrances were 4°5 feet deep. This 
has been increased to 9°5 feet, and estimates have been made to 
obtain a depth of 12 feet. 

7. The improvements at Suwanee river, Florida, Alabama river, 
Tombigbee river, black Warrior river (Alabama), Bilou Bay, 
Pearl river, Pascagoula river, Ship Island Harbour (Mississippi), 
Amite river, South Pass, Mississippi river (Louisiana), the legal 
channel of which is 26 feet deep for 200 feet in width, with a 
central depth of 30 feet; Bayou Plaquermine, Lafourche Bayou, 
and Teche Bayou (Louisiania); Buffalo Bayou, Cedar Bayou, 
Neches river, Sabine Pass, Trinity river (Texas). 

It is claimed that the greatly-increased traffic down the Missis- 
sippi river and its branches, carrying the cereal, mineral, and other 
products of the Mississippi valley destined for the North Atlantic, 
will pass through the canal, and that the coal, iron, and lumber 
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industries of Alabama, as well as the cotton, lumber, and sugar of 
the North-West, West, and South-West, will be developed by 
the "tied transportation consequent on the construction of the 
canal, 

The alleged objection heretofore advanced against sending 
cereals vid New Orleans and other Gulf ports to the eastern 
markets and Europe las been that they have to pass along the 
Gulf stream for over 500 miles by the Florida Straits, where the 
temperature of air and water is very high, and the resultant 
humidity of atmosphere excessive, which is detrimental to the 
cargoes of grain and flour. 

A rough estimate of the quantity of freight expected to pass 
through the canal is given as follows :—Cereals 5,000,000 tons, 
coal, iron, and other minerals, 7,000,000 tons; lumber, cotton, 
and sugar, 3,000,000 tons. Total, 15,000,000 tons from the Gulf 
ports alone. 

The entrances to the canal would be:—On the Atlantic coast 
at St. Augustine, Matanzas Inlet, Lake Worth, the St. John’s 
river, Nassau Sound, Fernandina, etc., all of which could, with, 
— slight improvements, be quickly connected with the 
canal. 

The central position of the canal would be the Orange Lake 
situated 50 miles in each direction from the sea board, approached 
only by a canal with two lifts through locks from both sides. 
The lake is capable of accommodating thousands of vessels, and 
would be utilised as a ship-building or repairing station. 

The lake is over 60 feet above sea-level, and the two locks 
lifting thereto would each have a lift of over 60 feet ; dry docks 
can be built available for vessels drawing 30 feet of water, inde- 
pendently of tides. The docks could be used for docking, cleaning 
and repairing the United States war ships. Upon the completion 
of the Nicaraguan Canal, the commerce of five continents will 
pass through the Florida Canal, viz.: between Europe and the 
western coast of North America, the western coast of South 
America, Asia, China, Japan, ete., and Australia. 

The harbour of St. Augustine will be the eastern entrance, and 
is preeminently well suited for the purpose on account of the 
length of the deep water channels within its bar. It is formed by 
the junction of the Matanzas and the Tolomare rivers; there is 
also another river, the St. Sebastian, which joins the Matanzas 
about three miles from its month. These vary in depth from 20 
to 30 feet for several miles, and will afford an excellent shelter 
anchorage for a great number of vessels of the largest sizes. 

The tidal basin contains 34°5 square miles. The tides average 
4:2 feet. The bottom of the harbour is of hard sand and shell 
throughout, which affords good anchorage ground, 

The entrance to the canal will be cut through the Anastasia 
Island, in a line with the present deep channel leading out to the 
bar, a few hundred feet south of the Government lighthouse, and 
will pass south of and near to the city of St Augustine in a 
westerly direction to the nearest point on St. John’s river. Suitable 
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jetties at the entrance to the harbour will make and maintain a 
depth of water through the bar sufficient to float the largest 
vessel at low tide. The tidal flow is strong enough to keep a 
channel against sand from the outside. The present inflow and 
discharge are computed at 1,331,640,000 cubic feet, and 
1,378,000,000 cubic feet respectively, and this may be somewhat 
increased by the canal cutting to the St. John’s river. 

The St. John’s river will be of great importance to the canal. 
Not only will it be a considerable part of it, from near Palatka 
to near Mocassin Branch, or Deep Creek, a distance of 13 or 14 
miles, but its 80 miles of length from Palatka to the ocean can be 
used for naval stations, depots, etc., at almost any point thereon. 
The river is in some parts some three to four miles wide, having 
an average of two miles, or an area of 150 square miles, between 
the point where the canal joins it and the bar at its month. 

The average volume of discharge at its entrance during 12 hours 
and 25 minutes ebb tide is 2,200,000,000 cubic feet, and, for the 
same time during flood tide the inflow is 1,850,000,000 cubic feet, 
though the outflow during freshets is sometimes as high as 
3,090,000,000 cubic feet. 
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XIII.—REGULATIONS FOR THE COMMERCIAL SAMPLES 
MUSEUM IN JAPAN, 


The following regulations for the Commercial Samples Museum 
in Japan were published in the “Japan Weekly Mail” of 
August 7th last :— 

Art. I—The following samples of merchandise may be exhibited 
in this institution :— 

1.—Domestic Propvcts. 

1. Staples of export. 

2. Commodities for which there is a prespect of export. 

3. Articles capable of competing with those imported. 

4. Articles which are likely to serve as materials for manu. 


facture. 


2.—FOREIGN PRODUCTS, 

1. Articles which are likely to serve as models for Japanese 
manufacture, 

%. Articles which are actually in competition with Japanese 
exports. 

3. Articles for which there is a prospect of competition with 
those of home production. 

4. Articles for which there is a prospect of manufacture in 
Japan. 

5. Principal articles of import into Japan. 

6. Articles for future import. 

7. Articles available as materials for manufacture. 

Art. II.—The Museum shall, besides the commodities mentioned 
in Article I, be provided with specimens and patents, registered 
designs, and trade marks, from the Patent Bureau. 

Art. I11—The Museum shall, as far as possible, endeavour to 
obtain such exhibits or contributions from natives and foreiguers 
as are included in the category of Art. I., and exhibit the same in 
the Sections devoted to foreign and domestic productions. 

N.B.— Rules fur the transmission of exhibits will be drawn 
up. 
Art. IV.—Articles of an explosive or combustible nature may be 
exhibited in packages only. 

Art. V.— Articles for exhibition shall be divided into the follow- 
ing six Sections :—Domestic Products, Foreign Preducts, New 
Articles, Articles for Sample, Articles for comparison (sanko-hin), 
Patents. 

Art. VI.—Catalogues of the articles exhibited in the Museumshall 
be printed from.time to time and presented on application to 
dealers and others concerned. 

Art. VII .—Visitors to the Museum are allowed to request the 
officials for an explanation of articles exhibited. 

Art. VII[.—The Museum shall be put in communication with 
foreign and domestic museums, commercial and industrial schools, 
halls provided for the exhibition of national products or of com- 
mercial samples, and shall interchange printed matter, or lend, 
borrow, or transfer articles on exhibition. 
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Art. 1X.—Any person desirous of purchasing exhibits may seek 
an introduction to the exhibitor. 

Note.—The Museum, however, shall in no case be held responsi- 
ble for complications arising from any transaction. 

Art. X.—The Museum shall, as far as possible, take measures 
for investigating and reporting the market value of exhibits, fees for 
transport, customs duties, wholesale prices, purchasable quantities, 
and other particulars, at the request of dealers concerned, pro- 
vided that the legitimate expenses incurred in obtaining such 
information are paid, if occasion requires. 

Art. XI.—The Museum shall also take measures for ascertaining 
whether articles newly manufactured are fit for commerce or not, 
and of 1waking arrangements for a trial sile of the same. In such 
cases, however, the fees for transport and other expenses, if neces- 
sary, must be borne by the applicant. 

Art, XIL—The Museum shall publish a report containing 
foreign and home correspondence and reports and various other 
commercial items. 

Art. XIII.—The report of the Museum may be purchased at the 
place of publication. In some cases, however, it will be distri- 
vuted gratis. 

Art. XIV.—The Museum shall be provided, for the inspection 
of the public, with a library wherein will be found reports and 
statistics relating to commerce and manufactures, maps and charts, 
books of reference, detailed accounts of patents, and designs, and 
trade-marks, official reports, newspapers, magazines, &c. 

Art. X V.—Of the articles exhibited in the Museum some may 
be prohibited from being copied, at the request of the exhibitor. 

Art. XVI.—Articles on exhibition in the Museum shall be open 
to inspection free of charge. 

Art. XVII.—Visitors are required to strictly observe the regu- 
lations and notices of the Museum. 

Art. XVIII.—The Museum shall be open to inspection during 
the fullowing hours daily, except on holidays mentioned in Article 
XIX. :— 

Note.—The hours of inspection may be changed or suspended 
should occasion require it. 

From Jan. 8 to the end of Feb. } 2 

» Nov. 1ltoDec.24 .. .f pm. 
» Mar.1ltoOct.31 . . . Yam—Sp.m, 

Art. XIX.—The Museum shall be closed on Sundays and all 

national holidays, and.from 1st to 7th of Jan., and from 25th to 


81st of Dec. 
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XIV.—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF CANADA. 
Continued from page 318. 
Scumpute B.—Free Goods. 


No. Article. 


448 | Articles for the use of the Governor-General. 

449 | Articles when imported by and for the use of the Army and Navy, 

viz, :—armes, military or naval clothing, musicsl instruments for 

bands, military stores and muoitions of war; aleo articles consigned 

direct to officers and men on board vessels of Her Majesty’s Navy, for 
their own personal use or consumption. 

450 Articles imported by or for the use of the Dominion Government, or of 
any of the Dapartments thereof, or by and for the Senate or House of 

Commons, including the following articles when imported by the said 
Government, or through any of the Departments thereof for the use 
of the Canadian militia: military clothing, musical instruments for 
military bands, military stores, and munitions of war. 

451 Articles for the personal or oftticial use of Consuls-General who are 
natives or cit’zsns of the country they represent, and who are nob 
engaged 1n any other business or profession. 

452 | Travellers’ baggage, under regulations prescribed by the Controller 
of Customs. 

453 | Carriages for travellers, and carriages laden with merchandise, and nob 
to include circus troups or hawkers, under regulations prescribed by 
the Controller of Customs. 

454 Apparel, wearing and other personal and household effects, not mer- 
chandise, of British subjects dying abroad, but domiciled in Canada; 
books, pictures, family plate, or turniture, personal effects, and heir- 
looms left by bequest. 

455 Settlers’ effects, viz:--Wearing apparel. houschold furniture, books, 

implements, and tools of trade, occupation, or employment, guns, 
musical instruments, domestic sewing machines, typewriters, live 
stock, bicycles, carts, and other vehicles, and agricultural implements. 
in use by the settler for at least six months before his removal to 
Canada, not to include machinery, or articles imported for use in any 
manufacturing establishment, or for sale; provided that any dutiable 
article entered as settlers’ eff cts may not be so entered unless. 
brought with the eettler on his first arrival, and shall not be sold or 
otherwise disposed of without payment of duty until after twelve 
months’ actual use in Canada; provided also, that under regulations 
made by the Controller of Customs, live stock whea imported into 
Manitoba or the North-west territori+s by intending settlers, shall be 
free until otherwise ordered by the Governor in Council. 

456 Animals brought into Canada temporarity and for a period not exceeding 
three months for the purpose of exhibition or of competition for 
prizes offered by any agricultural or other as-ociation (but a bond 
shall be first given in accordance with regulations prescribed by the 

Controller of Customs, withthe condition that the full duty to which 
such animals would otherwise be liable shall be paid in case of their 

sale in Canada, or if not re-exported within the timo specified in such 


bond). 
457 Panning cattle, sheep, swine, and dogs, for the improvemen) of stock, 
under regulations made by the Treasury Board, and approved by the 
Governor in Council. 
458 | Menageries, horses, cattle, carriages, and harness of, under regulations 
prescribed by the Controller of Customs. 


459 | Admiralty charte. 
460 | Typewriters, tablets with movable fixtures, ani musical instraments, 
when imported by and for the uee of schools for the blind, and being 
and remaining the sole proper*y of the governing bodies of the said 
schools, and not of private individuals; the above particulars to be 
verified by special affidavit on each entry when presented. 

461 | Globes, geographical, topographical, and astronomical ; maps and charts 
for the use of schools for the blind ; pictorial illustrations of insects 
or similar studies, when importad for the use of coileges, schools, and 
rcientific and literary soc eties, manus*ripts, and insurance maps, 
and album insides of piper. 
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| Article. 


464 


466 


467 


470 


471 


472 
473 


474 


Philosophical instruments and py eM is to say, such as are 
not manufactured in Canada, when imported for use in universites, 
colleges, schools, ecientific societies and public hospitals. 

Botanical and entomological specimens ; mineralogical specimens ; skins 
of birde, and skins of maine natives of Canada, for taxidermic 
purposes, not further manufactured than prepared for preservation ; 
fish skins ; and anatomical preparations and skeletons or parts thereof; 
and specimens, models and wall diagrams for illustration of natural 
history for universities and public museums. 

Books, viz :—books on the application of science to industiies of all 
kinds, including books on egriculture, horticulture, forestry, fish and 

| fishing, mining, metallurgy, architecture, electric and other engineer- 
ing, carpentry, shipbuilding, mechanism, dyeing, bleaching, tanning, 
weaving and other mechanic arts, and similar indus'rial books; also 
books printed in any language other than the English and French 
languages, or in any two languages not being Engli+h and French, or 
in any three or more language», and bibles, prayer books, pzalm and 
hymn books, religious tracts, and Sunday school lesson pictures. 

Books, embossed, for the blind, and books for the instruc’ ion of the deaf 
and dumb and blind. 

Books printed by any Government or by any association for the pro- 
motion of science cr letters, anc official annual reports of religious or 
benevolent associations. and issued in the course of the proceedings 
of the said associations, to their members, and nct for the purpose of 
sale or trade. 

Books, not printed or reprinted in Canada, which are inc’uded aud 
used as text-books in the curriculum of any university, incor porated 
college, or normal school in Canada; books specially imported for 
the bond fide use of incorporated mechanics’ institutes, publiclibraries, 
libraries of universities, colleges and schools, or for the library of 
any incorporated medical, law, literary, scientific or art association 
or society, and being the property of the organised authorities of 
such librery, and not in any case the property of individuals, the 
whole under regalations to be made by the Controller of Customs, 
provided that importers of books who have sold the same for 
the purpose mentioned in this item, shall upon proof of sale and 
delivery for such purpose be entitled toa refund of any duty paid 
thereon. 

Booke, bound or unbound, which have bezn printed and manu- 
factured more than twelve years. 

Newspapers, and quarterly, monthly, acd semi-monthly magazines, 
and weekly literary papers, unbound, and tailors’, mitliners', and 
mantle makers’ fashion plates. 

Paintings in oil or water colours, by artists of well-known merit, or 
copies of the old masters by such artists; and paintings, in oil or 
water colours, the p'oduction of Canadian artiste, under regulations 
to be made by the Controller of Customs. . 

Clothing and books, donations of, for charitable purposes, and photo- 
graphs, not exceeding three, sent by friends and not for the purpose 
of sale. 

Lifeboats and life-saving apparatus specially imported by societies 
established to encourage the saving of human life. 

Coine, cabinets of, collections of medals and of other antiquities, ge | 
collections of pos*age stamps ; gold and silver coins, except Unite 
States silver coins; medals of gold, silver, or copper, and other 
metallic articles actually bestowed as trophies or prizez, and received 
and accepted as honorary distinctions, and cup; or other prizes won 
in bond fide competitions, and medals commemorating the Diamond 
Jubilee of Her Majesty, Queen Victoria, until the 31st December, 
1897, and dies for manufacturing such medals. 

Locomotive and railway passenger baggage and freizht car», being the 
property of railway companies in the United States, running upon 
any line of road crossing the frontier, so long as Canadian locomotives 
and cars are admitted free under similar circumstances into the 
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No. 


Article. 


476 


477 


ba States, under regulations prescribed by the Controller of 

ustoms. 

Models of inventions and of other improvements in the arts—but no 
article shall be deemed a model which can be fitted for use. 

Aluminium in ingots, blocks, or bars, strips, sheets or plates, alumina 
and chloride of aluminium, or chloralum, sulphate of alumina and 
alum cake, and alum in bulk only, ground or unground. 

Ambergris ; ammonia, sulphate of ealammoniac, and nitrate of ammonia; 
arsenic ; bromine, burgundy pitch; cinnebar, cochineal, cyanide of 

tarsium, and cyanogen or compound of bromine and potassium 
or reducing metals in mining operaticns ; iodine, crude; kryolite 
or cryolite, mineral; oxalic ecid; quinine, salts of; saltpetre ; 
calcareous tufa; alizarine and artificial alizarine; aniline oil, crude, 
aniline salts and arseniate of aniline ; annato, liquid or solid ; aniline 
dyes and coal tar dyes in bulk or packages of not less than one 
pound weight. 

Antimony salts; antimony, or regulus of, not ground, pulverized, or 
otherwise 

Artificial limbs. 

Asphalt, or asphaltum ; bone pitch, crude only ; and resin or rosin in 
packages of not Jess than one hundred pounds ; and resin oil. 

Anchors for vessels. 

Beee. 

Bells, when imported for the use of churches only. 

Bismuth, metallic, in its natural states ; blood albumen and tannic acid. 

Blast furnace slag. 

Blanketing and lapping, and discs or mills for engraving copper 
rollers, when imported by cotton manufacturers, calico printers, 
and wall-paper manufacturers, for use in their own factories only. 

Bolting cloth not made up. 

Bones, crude, not manufactured, burned, calcined, ground, or stea med. 

Book binder’s cloth. 

Boracic acid, and borax, ground or unground, in bulk of not less than 
twenty-five pounds. 

Bristles, broom, corn and hair-brush pads. 

Brass and copper, old and scrap, or in blocks; and brass or copper 
in bolts, bars, and rods in coil or otherwise, not less than six feet in 
length, unmanufactured, and brass or copper in strips, sheets or 
plates, not poliehed, planished, or coated, and brass or copper 
tubing, in lengths of not less than six feet, and not polished, bent, or 
otherwise manufactured, and copper in ingots or pigs. 

Britannia metal in pigs, blocks or bars. 

Buckram, when imported for the manufacture of hat and bonnet shapes. 

Bullion, gold and silver, in ingots, blocks, bars, drops, sheets or plates, 
en 3 gold and silver sweepinge, and bullion or gold 
ringe. 

Burr-stores, in blocks, rough or utmanufactured, not bound up or pre- 
pared for binding into mill-stones. 

Caplins, unfinished Leghorn hats and Manilla hoods. 

Catte, as models for the use of schools of design. 

Canes and rattane, not manufactured ; osiers or willows, and bamboos, 
unmanufactured, and bamboo recdg, not further manufactured than 
cut into suitable lengths for walking sticks or canes, or for sticks for 
umbrellas, parasols or sunthades. 

Cat-gut or gut cord, for musical instruments; and cat-gut or worm gut, 
unmanufactured, for whip and other cord. 

Celluloid, xylonite or xy lite in sheets and in lumps, blocks or balls in 
the rough. 

Chloride of lime, in packages of not less than twenty-five pounds 
weight; cobalt, ore of ; oxide of cobalt, oxide of tin and oxide of 
copper; copper, precipitate of, crude; dragon’s blood ; gypsum, 
crude (sulphate of lime) ; Java, unmanufactured ; manganese, oxide 
of; phosphorus; litbarge; saffron, saffron cske, safflower, and 
extract of; sulphate of iron (copperas); su'pbate of copper (blue 
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Article. 


514 
515 


516 


517 


518 
519 
520 


vitriol); sulphur and brimstone, crude or in roll or flower; tartar 
emetic and gray tartar; cream of tartar in crystals and argol 
or argols; verdigrie, or sub-acetate of copper, dry; zinc, salts of, 
and tartaric acid crystals. 
Chronometers and compasses for ships. 
Citron, lemon and orange rinds in brine. 
ae including China clay, fire clay and pipe clay; gannister and 
sand. 
Coal, anthracite and anthracite coal dust; coke. 
| Coal and pine pitch, and cos] and pine tar of not less than 15 gallons. 
| Coir and coir yarn ; raw cotton or cotton wool; and cotton waste, not 
dyed, cleaned, bleached, or otherwise manufactured ; cotton yarns, 
| number forty and finer ; and wohair yarns. 
_ Communion plate, when imported for the use of churches. 

Crucib!es, clay or plumbago. 
| Curling etones. 

Cups, brass, being rough blenks, for the manufacture of paper shells or 
cartridges, when imported by manufacturers of brass and paper shells: 
| and cartridges, for use in the manufacture of such articles in their 
| _ own factories. 
| 


Diamonds, unset, diamond dust or bort and black. for borers; and 
diamond drills for prospecting for minerals, not to include motive 


power. 

| Domestic fowls, pure-bred, for the improvement of steck, homing or 

messenger pigeons pheasants and quails. 

| Drugs, crude, such as barks, flowers, roote, beans, berries, balsams, 
bulbs, fruits, insects, grains, gums and gum resins, herbs, leaves, 
nuts, fruit and stem seeds—which are not edible and which are ina 
crude state and not advanced in value by refining or grinding or any 
other process of manufacture and not otherwise provided for; egg 
yolk; fuller’s-eartb, in bulk only, not prepared for toilet or other 
purposes ; lead, nitrate and acetate of, not ground; litmus and all 
lichens, prepared or not prepared ; musk, in pods or in grain; roots, 
medicinal, viz :—alkanet, crude, crushed or ground, aconite, calumba,,. 
folie digitalis, gentian, ginseng, jalap, ipecacuanha, iris, orris root,. 
liquorice, sarsaparilla, squiils, taraxacum, rhubarb and valerian, 
unground; vaccine and ivory vaccine points ; gum chicle or sappato 
gum, crude; platinum and black oxide of copper, for use in the 
manufacture of chlorate; potash, chlorate of, not further prepared 
than ground, and free from admixture with avy other substance ; 
and bacteriological products or serum for subcutaneous injection. 

Duck for belting and hose, when imported by manufacturers of such 
articles for use in the manufacture thereof in their own factories ; and 
canvas or fabric, not frictionized, for the manufacture of bicycle tires 
when imported by the manufacturers of bicycle tires for the use 
cuulasively tn the manufacture of bicycle tires in their own factories. 

Dyeing or tanning articles, in a crude state, used in dyeing or tanning, 
n.e.s. : berries fcr dyeing or used for composing dyes: tumeric, nut 
galls and extracts thereof ; lac, crude, seed, button stick and shell ; 
indigo, indigo yaste and extract of, and indigo auxiliary or zinc dust ; 
persis, or extract of archill and cudbear: terra japonica, gambier or 
cutch, extract of logwood, fustic, oak and oak Park and quebracho ; 
camwood and sumec and extract thereof, tanner’s bark, hemlock bark 
and oak bark ; ground logwood, ground fustic, patent prepared dyes, 
and ground oak bark; iron liquor, solutions of acetate or nitrate of 
iron for dyeing and calico printing; madder and munjeet cr Indian 
madder, ground or prerared, and all extracts ot; red liquor, a crude 
acetate of aluminium prepared from pyroligneous acid, for dyeing and 
calico printing. 

Emery in bulk, crushed or ground. 

Felt, adhesive, for sheathing vessels. 

Fertilisers, uncompounded or unmanufactured, including phosphate 
rock, kainite or German potash salts, German mineral potash, bone- 
dust, bone-black or charred bone and bone-asb, fish of’a’ or refuse, 
guano and other animal or vegetable manures. 

(To be continued.) 
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XV.—NEW CUBAN TARIFF AND BRITISH TRADE. 


A despatch, dated 12th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Woltf, H.M. Ambassador 
at Madrid, transmitting memorandum respecting the changes 
which have been made by the New Cuban Tariff in the duties on 
the principal articles which Cuba imports from Great Britain and 
British Possessions. 

The memorandum, which is a translation of a document drawn 
up by the Spanish Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, is 
accompanied by a statement showing details of the changes as 
regards all articles imported from the United Kingdom of the 
value of 10,000 dollars during the twelve months from April, 1894, 
to April, 1895. The value of these specified articles amounted to 
$4,910,000 ont of a total English importation of $5,067,000. 
The list is drawn up giving each article in the order of its 
importance. It will be noticed that the article placed third on the 
list—viz., Cables for electricity—is a special importation, and 
would not as a rule hold so important a place in the list. 

The new tariff affects the trade of Great Britain in two ways :— 

(1). As regards the alterations in the total duties paid on 
British importations, comparing the total differential and 
tiscal duties imposed by the new tariff with those 
duties imposed under the former tariff and provisional 
taxes. 

(2). As regards the reduction of the differential tariff, 7.e., 
the protection to Spanish goods that compete with 
British goods in the Cuban markets. 

In the first case, it appears that vhe total duties paid on British 
goods remain the same as before the new tariff, for goods valued 
in 1894-95 at $234,388 ; that the duties ave higher on goods 
valued in 1894-95 at $1,599,022; and that the duties are lower on 
goods valued in 1894-95 at $3,076, 687. 

In the second case, on comparing the effect of the differential 
duties before and after the new tariff, it appears that the duty 
remains the same on goods valued in 1894-95 at, $858,381 ; that the 
duty is higher on goods valued in 1894-95 at $172,858; and that 
the duty is lower on goods valued in 1894-95 at $3,878,860 ; 
or abenefit to 96 per cent, of the total imports under considera- 
tion. 

The importations under examination from British possessions 
amounted to the total value of $5,931,286. The differential tariff 
is not increased on any article of these imports. 

The differential tariff is Jower on articles valued at $5,479,681. 
The differential tariff remains the same as regards the balance. 

The total duties on some of these articles is increased, amon 
them being rice, the value of which importation in 1894-95 ex- 
ceeded $5,000,000. 

It must be remarked, however, that the increase in duty does 
not exceed $0:29 per 100 kilos, and that the former tariff lent 
itself notoriously to the importation of rice that had been 
nationalised by being brought first to Spain, and so competing on 
favourable terms with the bona-fide foreign importations. 
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Comparative Statement showing increase and decrease of 
Duties on oods imported into Cuba, from the United Kingdom 
and British Possessions. 

The new Tariff of 1897 is drawn up in two columns headed 
“Differential Duties” and “Fiscal Duties.” 

Spanish Imports pay the Fiscal Duties. All foreign imports pay 
both the Fiscal Duties and the Differential Duties. 

The Differential Duties, therefore, form the amount of protec- 
tion granted to national produce, and the “ Differential Duties ” 
column of the following table shows the advantage (—) or dis- 
advantage (+) to British Trade (competing with Spanish Trade in 
Cuba) in the new Tariff, as compared with the Tariff of 1892. 

Note. In the following table, only such goods are mentioned 
the value of the imports of which from the United Kingdcm and 
British Possessions exceeded 10,000 dollars during the year ended 
30th March, 1895. 


Dollars. Dolias. | Dolla 1s. 
170 |Linen, hemp or jute | 
cloth, up to 4threads 655,888 | 136 (a) |100 kilor| thesame | + 1:17 
306 |Machinery, etc., for 
agriculture- - -| 446,365 | 239 — 1°25 |— 094 
315 |Cables for elec'ricity 428,126 59 — 400 | + 10°40 
363 |Beer and Cider in botiles| 404,218 | 2&8 (b) | hectols.} — 145 | — 0°05 
136 (+) |100 kilos} — 16:92 | — 18-29 
171 |Linen,hemp or jute cloth 136 (b) — 004 |— 008 
5t08 threads - -| 220,997 { | 137 (a) ” — 009 |— 009 
137 (tr) 003 | + 
138 (a)! ,, |— 000 | + 0-04 
( 119 (e) » 020 016 
142 |Cotton (figared), uy | 119 (2) 0-10 the eame 
to 16thieads - 173,146% | |— 016 |— 0:10 
: || 120 — 010 | the same 
| | 120 (ce) ” thesame|+ 018 
i 128 — 0:20 0:10 
129 the same | + 0°19 
128 |Crochet threa7, etc. -| 153,778 | 116 — ¢10 |— O01 
130 |Cotton cloth (plain), oF 
to9 threads - 142,549 | 117 (b) ” — 010 |— 002 
[| 119 tc) — 036 |— 0:30 
119 (d) ” — 0:26 — 012 
145 [Cotton cloth (figured), 119 (e) — 016 | + 009 
from 16 threads- -| 136,1024 | 120 (b) 9 — 036 |— 0:30 
1200()| |— 026 |— 012 
120 (d) 1+ Of 
20 (e) » |— 02 |— 012 
177 |Linen and hemp cloth, 
| 138 (c) — 019 |— O11 
from 13 to 15 threads 124,587 139 (e) — |— 0-03 
6 |Coal end coke- - 116,724 5 1000 kil..; — 066 |— 0°32 
134 |Cotton cloth (plain), 9 oF 
toll threads - 105,451 | 118(b)| kilo. | — O11 | — 
136 (c) ” 0:12 — 0 
172 and 137 (c) — 001 | + 0-04 
9 to 89,215 138 (b) + 003 | 4+ 
threads - - ” 
144 006 same 
335 |Bacalwo (cod-fish)- “72,250 } the 
” 
312 |Machinery (varicus) -| 72,209 | 250 » |— 110 |— 009 
128 (b) | kilo. | — 035 |— 
138 (c) : — 020 |— 0 
185 |Cloth (figured) - 67,915 {| 138(a)| |— o03 | + o-12 
140 |— 032 |— 0-22 
J ty 22 7 — 018 |the same 


i 
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Differential} Actual 
No. in Va'u’s in No. in Duties duties 
Old Articles, New Unit. 
Doilars. Dollars. | Dollars. 
176 |Linen and hemp cloth 64,722 138(b) | kilo. | — 012 |— 0.07 
(plain). 9 to 12 threads 139(b)|  ,, |— O07 |thesame 
135 |Cotton cloth (plain), 12 
to 15 threads - 61,010 | 118 (ec) — O17 OC 
173 |Hemp cloth and arill 
(figured), 18 to 16) sg o954/ 187d) |— O11 O02 
threads - 133 (c) + 001 |— 012 
178 |Hemp cloth and arill 57.442 {| 138(d) — 0°35 |— 0°25 
(plain), 16 to 18 threads 139 (a) ” — 025 |— 005 
27 {Cast iron in ordinary 
manufacture - -| 57,304 = LOOkilos.| — = 
) "25 "98 
101 |Prepared colours - 87,207 | — 3-93 
” — 488 
129 |Cotton cioth (plaio), 
9threads - 55,884 | 117(a) | Kilo. |— 0-05 | thesame 
l ilos.i— 1, 
307 | Machines and motors 53,829 { (©) 
|L00kilos.] the same | the same 
11 |Glass, etc. - -| 58,065 | is 035 + 1:00 
a ” — 1:20 
242 |Wood (ordinary iv 
blocks) - -| 47,930 | 189 (a) |M. cubic! — 1:00 |— 0-15 
18 |Plaster of Paris, etc., (| 218 (a) |\00kilos.|— 0:55 |— 0-07 
earthenware - 44,071./ 4(b) — 055 |— 007 
c ” + 2-02 
43,799 | 46 kilo. |+ 002 |+ 016 
119 (a) | kilo." |— O09 |— 00s 
— 0 — 0.08 
144 |Cotton cloth (figured) u { 119 \b — 005 |+ 0.03 
tion cloth (Geared) 4) |— 005 | 4 008 
| 120 (b)| + + O13 
” ‘oni — 0-03 
403 |Hats (straw, up to 5 
dozen _| the same | — 0:16 
ilos.| — O15 
107 |Alkaline, carbonates’ - 40,902 ‘ns the 
136 |Cotton cloth (plain) 16 
to 19 kilo. | — — 015 
180 [Hemp and linen cloth 38,036 c ” aa — 062 
(plain) 22 to 24 threads 4, 045 |— O10 
— 115 |— 017 
204 |Kerseymeres (Wool) -| 35 155 (a — 091 |— 083 
y (Wool) 35,320 156 (a) 089 |— 040 
162 |Lace (fine) -  -| 94,436 | 197 — 118 |— 056 
161 |Lace (cotton)- - -| 88,628 | 127 ne + 040 | + 1:20 
179 |Linen and hemp cloth ; 
lain) 19 to 21 thread (| 138 (d)}_,, — 065 |— 059 
143 Cotton cloth (figured) 17 119(d){ 5, 032 |— O19 
th 119 (e) — 022 0-02 
reads upwards 180 0°20 004 
— 007 | + 0% 
149 ‘Cotton cloth with nap -| 23,660 '193(a)| > !— 002 0-02 
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Differential Actual 
i : No. io 
Tarff Dec:rase — |Decrease + 
Dolars. Dollars. | Dollars. 
241 100 kilos} — 500 |— 2-00 
, 242 — 500 |— 075 
308 |Sugar machinery - 19,974 243 (a) 9°75 
243(b)| » |— 500 |— 2:00 
5 |Marhble, stone, etc. -| 19.638 3 ae — 055 |— 0-11 
16 |Ear henware, etc. - -| 19,353 16 — 020 |— 0°03 
56 |Forgediron, etc. - -| 18,906 end 
83 |Forged iron and steel 
(common) in vars -| 17,873 33(b) — 065 |— 006 
157 |Tulles (plain) - + 17,120 | 126(a) | kilo. | + 0:20 |— 0:37 
. 4 
59 |Iron (fine manufactured)| 16,855 (b) 
&3(b) kilos} — 1:20 |— 0837 
166 kilo. — 1°36 |— 0-04 
917 |Cloth (silk and cotton) -| 16,666 169(a); ,, |— 166 |— 008 
(| 190 » |— O16 |+ 228 
41] |Hats (felt, ete). - -| 16,3889 | 322(b) | dozen |— 235 |— 2:38 
167(a) | kilo. |— 5:30 |— 286 
216 |Silkcloth (pure) - -| 16,0754] | » |— £25 |— 076 
169 (b) » |— 610 |— 5-06 
93 |Opium, etc. - - 15,794 { 100 kilos! pod 
416 |Snuff and tobacco in 
powder - - 15,592 | 326(b) kilo. |— 1:25 |— 0-24 
196 |Woollea baize, witb {| 151 (b) ” — 005 |— 0-02 
cotton -| 15,349 || 153 (a) — 008 |— 0:06 
409 |Hats (felt), finished | 16,811 {| | | O85 | — O80 
208 |Woollen cloth (figured), 156 (a) | kilo. |— 038 |— 0-17 
12 to 15 threads - 15.1574 156 (b) — O47. |— 0°36 
[ 157 (b) ” — 0:27 0-06 
131 |Cotton cloth (close 
woven) 16to19thread:| 14,989 | 117(c)| |— o14 |— 002 
100 |Colours (powder) - - 14,674 87 (a) |100 kilos; — 2:50 | — 0-70 
61 |Tia plates, manufac- 
tured - - - - 14,547 | 51 - — 230 |— 083 
907 |Linen cloth (light), witb 166, 
cotton toll threads -| 13,59] | 157 (a) + ONO 1:36 
157 (b) ” + 063 i+ 0:98 
39 |Forged iron in plates -| 12,900 | 34(d) |100kilos! — 0:80 |— 0-01 
195 |Coarse baize, etc., to 11.667 {| 150 kilo. |— 0-02 | the same 
5threads - 151 | + O08 | + 0-14 
24 |Forged iron (piilars) - 11,226 | 29(a) kilos; — 0°55 | — O11 
124 |Articles of perfumery - 11,102 /|108 kilo. |— O19 |— 0°06 
48 |Iron (files, tools, ete.) -| 10,748 | 43(b) {100 kilos — 800 |— 8-00 
Total - -| 4,910,099 | | 
Other articles -| 157,503 | 
| 
| ‘Total value of Imports | | | 
| from United Kingdom -|5,067,602 
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q Values in Duties. uties 
Old Articles. New Unit. 
Dollars. Dollars. | Dollars. 
BririsH PossEssIons. 
339 |(India) rice in husk 5,054,933 | 268 100 kilos; — 0°64 | + 
170 », ) linen, hemp, and 
jute cloth - - -| 809,262 | 136 (a) ‘s the same| + 1:17 
265 2 — 1°80 + 0°52 
335 (Canada) cod-fish 264,313 {| 
348 ) vegetables 140,794 | 273 — 075 |}— 015 
242 wood (common)} 53,445 | 270 — 195 |— 1:06 
265 — 180 | + 
335 | India) cod-fish 46,695 | 266 |. 
6 | Canada) coal andcoke-) 15,867 5 1,000 kil} — 066 |— 0°32 
416 | India) snuff and tobacco 
powder - - 15,592 | 326(b)| kiio | — 1:25 |— 0-24 
335 |(British Possessions) (| 265 100 kilos 180 
J + 052 
cod-fish - -| 15,310 || 266 the same | — 0-18 
331 |(India) pork, ete. - -| 15,075 | 261 ae — &40 |}— 0-09 
Total - -|'5,931,286 
Other articles -| 49,225 
Total value of Imports} 
from British Possessions 5,980,511 
Summary :— Dollars. 
Importations from United Kingdom Valua P _4,910.099 
Differential Duties. 
Increase on - 172,858 
The same on - - 858,381 
Decrease on - __ 3 878,860 
__£,910,099 _ 
Actual Duties. 
Increase on - n 1,599,022 
The same on - e 234,388 
Decrease on - - 3,076,689 
4,910,099 
Importations from British possessions. Total ~ S 5,931,286 
Differential Duties. 
Increase on - i None. 
Thesameon- . 451 605 
Decreaseon ~~ - 5,479,681 
5.931.286 
Actual Duties. 
Increase on - - 5,559,984 
The same on - - ae 
Decrease on - ___371 302 
Total- - | 5,931,286 


A subsequent despatch, dated September 18th last, from H.M 
Ambassador at Madrid, contains the following observations with 
regard to the trade of Cuba with the United States :—The value 
of the imports into Cuba from the United States during the year 
April, 1894, to April, 1895, was 27,535,467 dols. (5,500,000/.). 
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The most important articles were :— 


Dols. 
Meat and butter - - - - - 6,020,255 
Wheat flour - - - - - - 2,609,487 
Wood - - - - - 2,316,408 
Machinery for sugar-making ~ - + 2,044,632 
Coal and coke - - - » & 895, 938 


The value of the above edtisles onsnenal to half the entire 
imports. 

The total duties (i.e. fiscal and differential) on all these articlds 
is lower than in the former tariff. 

The increased duties affect the following imports from the 


United States :— 
VALUE Durinec YEAR 1894-5. 
Dols. 
Fish and “ - - - 332,617 
Iron - - - 168,395 
Articles of food - - - “ - - 151,613 
Fire arms - - - - - “ - 140,830 
Casks - - 114,981 
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XVI.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 
UNITED KINGDOM AND FRANCE. 


Tunis Commercial Convention. 

A despatch dated the 19th September last has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir E. Monson, H.M. Ambassador at Paris, 
enclosing the Commercial Convention b2tween the United 
Kingdom and France with regard to Tunis, which was signed at 
Paris on the 18th September last. The ratifications of this Con- 
vention, of which the following is the text, have not yet been ex- 
changed. 

With a view to determine the relations of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland and France in the Regency of Tunis, 
and to clearly define the position as established by Convention of 
the aforesaid United Kingdom in the Regency, the Undersigned, 
ed authorised by their respective Governments, have agreed as 

ollows :— 

Art. I.—The Treaties and Conventions of every kind in force 
between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and 
France are extended to the Regency of Tunis. 

The Government of Her Britannic Majesty will abstain from 
claiming for its Consuls, its subjects, and its establishments in the 
Regency of Tunis, other rights and privileges than those secured 
for it in France. 

Moreover, the treatment of the most favoured nation, which is 
secured on either side by the aforementioned Treaties and Con- 
ventions, and the reciprocal enjoyment of the lowest Customs 
Tariff are guaranteed to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland in the Regency of Tunis and tothe Regency of Tunis in 
the United Kingdom for a period of forty years from the date of 
the exchange of ratifications of the preseat Agreement. 

All merchandize and all manufactured goods, the produce of the 
United Kingdom, imported into the Regency of Tunis, either 
directly or after transhipment at Malta, shall enjoy the advantages 
conceded by the present Article. 

It is further understood that the treatment of the most 
favoured nation in the Regency of Tunis does not comprise the 
treatment enjoyed by France. 

Art, 11.—Cotton goods, the produce of the United Kingdom 
and of British Colonies and possessions, shall not be subject in 
the Regency of Tunis to import duties higher than 5 per cent. ad 
valorem at the port of discharge. They shall not be charged with 
any other tax or impost whatsoever. 

This provisioa shall remain in force until the 3lst December, 
1912, and, after that date, until the expiration of six months 
from the day on which one of the Contracting Parties shall have 
notified to the other its intention of terminating its operation. 

Art. I1I.—The present Agreement shall be ratified, and the 
ratifications thereot shall be exchanged at Paris as soon as 


possible, 


D 
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It shall come into force immediately after the exchange of 
ratifications. 

The existing Customs Tariff on imports into the Regency of 
Tunis shall, however, continue to be. applied until the 31st 
December, 1897. . 

Done at Paris, in duplicate, the 18th September, 1897. 

(LS. EDMUND MONSON. 
(L.8.) G. HANOTAUX. 


GREAT BRITAIN AND BULGARIA. 


Commercial Agreement. 

The text of the Commercial Agreement between Great Britain 
and Bulgaria, which was signed at Vienna on July 12 (24) last, 
has been issued as a Parliamentary paper (Treaty Series No. 8), 
and may be purchased at Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode’s. A 
further reference to this agreement will be made in the next 
number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


Russia. 


Customs Decisions. 


A despatch, dated September 6th last, has b2en received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. W. E. Goschen, H.M. Minister 
at St. Petersburg, reporting that the Russian Customs Dapart- 
ment has notified, under order dated Auzust 2lst (September 
2nd), 1897, that wooden sticks, without bark an projections, and 
not worked, are to be cleared under Szction 59, point 1, of the 
Customs Tariff, duty 12 copecks, gold, per poud. 

The previous circular of January 28th, 1895, relating to wooden 
sticks is withdrawn. 


Abolition of the Surtax on Spirits and Liqueurs. 

The “Journal Officiel” of 16th September last states that, 
according to acircular of the 12/24 July of the Ministry of Finance, 
the surtax of 10 per cent. levied on foreign spirits imported into 
the districts where the monopoly is in torce has been abolished 
from the 13th August last. 


Norway. 


Customs Receipts in July and August. 

A report, dated 8th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-ceneral at Christiania, with 
reference to an article which has appeared in the “ Aftenposten,” 
commenting upon the Customs Receipts in Norway duriog the 
months of July and August. The chief interest of the 
article lies in the effects traced to the expiration of the con- 
mercial treaty with Sweden on July 12th, 1897, and to the 
alterations which have been made by the New Norwegian Tariff. 
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The Customs receipts during the months of July and August 
this year are stated to have been 218,863. and 69,7061. respectively, 
as against 206,034/. and 55,346/ in 1896, thus showing an increase 
of 12,8291. and 14,3601. in excess of the returns last year. 

The fact that the receipts for July so far exceed those for 
August is due to the payment of quarterly accounts to the 
Norwegian Customs Department for bonded goods which ars 
included in the return for the month of July. 

The writer of the article expresses astonishment that the 
increase in July has been so small, and that in August so great. 
It would now appear that the forced import of goods to Norway, 
which was said to have taken place previous to the expiration 
of the Customs Treaty, was over-estimated, and that little over- 
speculation has taken place in Norwegian commercial circles in 
this direction. 

The return for August woull seem to confute the prediction 
that the raising of the tariff would check the importation of goods 
into Norway. Some part of the 69,706/. paid on the importation 
of last month miy withous doubt be attribated to unusual activity 
in procuring a stock of goods duriag the last week of the late 
Tariffs existence, But a comparison with the ,retura for July 
makes it doubtful whether this took plac2 to any great exteat. 

The Article concludes by drawing the ‘inference that, as far a3 
can yet be seen, the results of the new Tariff are to be regarded as 
being more of a fiscal character rather than as having caused any 
check to the importation into Norway. 


GERMANY. 


Importations from Asia. 

A despatch dated 15th September last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, H.M. Ambassador 
at Berlin, transmitting translation of a decree as follows :— 

Art. 1. In order to prevent the introduction of the Pest, the 
importation of the “articl+s hereinafter mentioned is until further 
notice forbidden, when coming by sea from the Red Sea ports, 
with the exception of the harbours of the Suez Canal, from Persia, 
from the mainland of British India, Formosa, Hong Kong, Makaok 
and China, 

Body linen, old and worn pieces of clothing, used bed linen, 
rags and scraps of all kinds. 

Art. 2. The provisions of Article 1 do not apply to body linen, 
bed linen, and clothes which travellers bring with them for their 
own use or which are part of their removal effects. Nevertheless, 
the permission to introduce them may be made dependent upon 
their previous disinfection. 


Customs Duty on Skins or Parchment for Drums. 


A despatch dated 29th September last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir F. C. Lascelles, H.M, Ambassador at 
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Berlin, enclosing memorandum by Mr. Harriss Gastrell, Com- 
mercial Attaché at Berlin, relating to the duty on imported skins 
or parchments for covering drums, and the objection raised by 
the Sonneberg Chamber of Commerce to the change of category in 
the Customs Tariff, therebv raising the duty from 18 to 70 marks. 

Mr. Gastrell says :—According to the “ National Zeitung” of 
the 23rd instant, it appears that complaints have been made by 
the Sonneberg Chamber of Commerce about the interpretation of 


the German Customs Tariff as to the duty now levied on the 


importation of skins or squares of parchment for covering drums. 
Under the new Tariff (that of January 1st, 1896), such parchmants 
when cut into squares for drums are now classified as fine leather 
ware, with a duty of 70 to 65 marks per 100 kilos instead of only 
18 marks formerly, when they were cousidered to be merely 
leather. 

The Sonnebarger Chamber strongly urges that the mere fact 
of cutting up leather cannot constitute “fine leather ware” under 
the Taritf, and that this interpretation in the case of skins for 
drums cannot be maintained, and would be very injurious to local 
industries which are already not very flourishing, the duty being 
thereby increased threefold and more. 


FRANCE. 
The Reduction of Port Dues at Dieppe. 


A despatch, dated 11th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir E. Monson, H.M. Ambassador at Paris, 
enclosing extract from the “Journal Officiel” containing Minis- 
terial decree reducing by 11 per cent. the following port dues 
payable by steawship lines, which make at least 822 voyages 
annually to Dieppe, viz. :— 

1. The tonnage due of 30 centimes, levied at the port of Dieppe. 
2. The due of 4 centimes established by the decree of 19th 
February, 1890. 
- This reduction will be effected at the end of the year by means 
of rebate, on proof by the steamship company of the number of 
voyages made during the year. 


Tariff Decisions. 


The following decisions as to the classifications, etc., of goods 
under the French Tariff have recently been issued by the French 
Customs :—Fibres or filaments obtained from common wood, 
especially poplar, and used in the manufacture of so-called 
“wood plaits” for hats, are assimilated with artificial wool from 
wood (laine dz bois). Oleic acids will be admitted free only in 
quantities which remain liquid at a temperature of 20 degrees. 
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FRANCE—ALGERIA, 
Taz on Alcohols. 


A dispatch dated 18th September last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Edmund Monson, H.M. Ambassador at 
Paris, enclosing extract from the “Journal Officiel,” containing 
Presidential decree as follows :— 

Art. 1. From the promulgation of this decree the municipal 
tax (taxe d’octrot: municipal de mer) on denaturalised alcohols 
for use in manufactures is reduced to 12 francs per hectolitre o 
pure alcohol. 


FRANCE—MARTINQUE—GUIANA. 
Tariff Modifications. 


A dispatch dated 22nd September last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Edmund Monson, H.M. Ambassador at 
Paris, enclosing extract from the “Journal Officiel” containing 
Presidential decree as follows :— 

Art.1. The table containing the exceptions to the General 
Customs Tariff for Martinique and Guiana is modified as follows : 

Francs. 
Molasses, foreign, for distillation, including exosmose, per 0-20 
100 kilogs. and for every degree of saccharine strength i 


FRANCE.—Ivory Coast. 


New Customs Tariff and Local Tazes. 

A despatch dated 1st September last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir E. Monson, H.M. Ambassador at Paris, 
transmitting extract from the “ Journal Officiel ” containing copies 
of two Presidential decrees establishing a new Customs Tariff for 
the Colony of the Ivory Coast, as well as a local tax (taxe de 
consommation). 

The list of articles mentioned specially appears to have been 
considerably increased, 


Articles. Customs Duty. Local Tax. 


Beverages :— Per Hectolitre Francs. Francs. 
Ciders, Beer, Lemonade 
(each bottle counted 
one litre) 10-00 15:00 ° 
Common wine, of an 
alcoholic strength less 


than 16° - - ” 5:00 5-00 
Common wine, 2 

alcoholic streng 

and over ” 10-00 15-00 


ati wi 
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Articles. Customs Duty. Local Tax. 
Sparkling wines (each Per Francs. Francs. 
counted as one Hectolitre. 
litre)- - 60-00 25°00 
Alcohol at 50° and over - 25:00 100-00 
Alcohol from 25° to 49° 
(gin excepted) - - 20:00 60:00 
Gin from 25° to 49° . - s Free 60:00 
Brandies and other 
liqueurs, of an alcoholic 
strength less than - 10°00 40-00 
Other liquors- 15°00 60-00 
Toys ad val 5% 5 
Candles - - - - - 5% 
Brushware - ” 5% 5% 
Hats of straw, felt, and chee 
materials - - - * 5% 5% 
Preserves ofallkinds - 5% 5% 
Coral, cut, mounted or - 5% 5% 
Cutlery - - 100 kilogs 25°00 25:00 
Copper, rolled or in bars - - - -s 10°00 10:00 
Ready-made clothing - - ad val. 5% 5% 
Iron, in bars - - 100 kiloge 2°00 2-00 
Yarns of all sorts - - - ad val. 10% 10% 
Flint-lock guns - - each 1:00 1:00 
Otherarms -~ - - ad val. 5% 5% 
Silver coins and specie (other 
than those of the naieny 
Union) - Prohi|bited 
Toolsofallsorts - - 100kiloge 15°00 10:00 
Manufactures of copper - 15°00 12:00 
> of iron, steel 
andtin- - 12:00 8-00 
of leather (in- 
cluding boots 
and shoes) - ad val. 5% 5% 
ne of lead, pewter 
andzinc- - 100kiloge 10:00 12:00 
Goldsmith’s ye and jewelle val. 5 % 5% 
Umbrellas and parasols - - “ 5% 5 
Perfumery’ - 10 % 10 % 
Lead in pigs, blocks. or sheets - - 100 kilogs 10:00 10°00 
Pottery, porcelain, china, glass 
and crystal ware - - 15-00 12:00 
Trade powder - - - - ‘“ 15.00 50°00 
Toilet soaps = - - - - ad val. 10 % 10 % 
Other soaps - - 100 kiloges 10-00 10:00 
Sea salt and rock ealt - - ‘5 0°50 1:00 
Sugar and molasses - . - ad val. 7% 8% 
Syrups, jams and bonbons - - 10 9 10 % 
Tobacco, raw or manufactured 100 kilogs 10:00 80:00 
Silk tissues - ad val. 10 % 15 % 
Textiles other than silk - Free 15 % 
Meat, salted - - - 5% 5% 
Metale, not distinguished - ae 5% 5% 
Other articles not elsewhere t 
specified and not included 
in the list of articles ad- 
mitted duty free - - 10 % 


The following articles are exempt from Customs duty, ‘dhillieee 
their country of origin :— 


Animals, living ; barrels, hooped or not ; coal, gin, seeds for 
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planting, tissues other than silk; articles of wearing apparel in 
travellers’ trunks, provided they bear evidence of having been 
worn, and that the amount be not outof proportion to the social 
position of the owner—whether the owner travels with them or 
not ; articles of any kind forming the furniture of French people 
or foreigners who have come to settle in the colony, or are returning 
there, provided they bear evidence of usage and are palpably 
intended for the use of importers and their families; provisions, 
materials, and articles belonging to the State ; articles for use in 
public worship and education. Articles of wearing apparel and 
furniture, as enumerated above, and articles belonging to the 
State, or destined for use in public worship or education, are also 
exempted from the local tax (taxe de consommation). 


SPaAIN—CUBA, 
Abolition of Taxes on Refined Petroleum. 


A despatch, dated 13th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff,, H.M. Ambassador 
at Madrid, transmitting copy of a Royal Decree, dated 8th August 
last, as follows :-— 

Art. 1. The collection of the special rate on the manufacture 
and consumption of refined Petroleum and other preparations, as 
per article 11 of the law of the 6th August, 1893, for the Island of 
Cuba, is hereby suspended. This suspension will begin from the 
day when the provisional tariff approved by Royal Decree of this 
date is in force (9th September, 1897). 


SPAIN—PHILIPPINES. 
Abolition of Shipping Tazes. 


A despatch, dated 13th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, H.M. Ambassador 
at Madrid, transmitting copy of a Royal Decree dated 7th 
September last, as follows :— 

Art. 1. The dues of 10 and 5 cents per ton, hitherto imposed 
on seagoing and coasting ships respectively, in accordance with 
the Royal Decree of the 8th February, 1884, shall be suspended 
in the Philippine Islands from the day following that on which 
this Decree is published in the Gazette of Manila (9th September, 


1897). 


SWITZERLAND. 


Customs Regulations. 


A despatch, dated 13th September last, has been received from 
Mr. St. John, H.M. Minister at Berne, enclosing copy of a notice 
which appeared in the Swiss Official Gazette of the 8th 
September last, to the effect that goods sent temporarily to 


| 
| 
| 
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Switzerland by post to be finished or repaired, or of which the sale 
is uncertaip, will, on observance of certain formalities, be admitted 
free, from the first of October, 1897, if the country from which 
they arrive grants similar facilities. 


Costa Rica. 
Import of Foreign Silver Coin Prohibited. 


A report, dated 2nd September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Percy G. Harrison, H.M. Consul at San 
José, Costa Rica, transmitting translation of a decree as 
follows :-— 

Art. I. The importation of all foreign silver coins into the 
Republic is hereby prohibited. 

Art. II, Any silver money imported in contravention of this Jaw 
will be detained in the Custcm House for reshipment, for account 
of “ whom it may concern,” and will besides incur a fine of ten per 
cent. of the value of the amount imported. 

Any parcels of silver shipped for this county previous to the 
date of this decree are exempt from its dispositions. 

Article III. The present decree comes into force the day of its 
publication, Sept. 1st, 1897. 


GUATEMALA. 
Amendments to the Customs Tariff. 


A communication dated the 1st September last has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. C. Fleischmann, British Vice-Consul 
at Gustemala, enclosing copy and translation of certain amend- 
ments to the Custcms Tariff of Guatemala which have been 
introduced since ist July last. 

The following is a list of the amendments in question :— 

The following articles shall continue to be exempt from paying 
fiscal dues :—Rice, ores, beans, dried peas, maize (Indian corn). 

Samples of no commercial value ; gold and silver ingots, dust, 
or coin ; potatoes; vaccive lymph; flower, vegetable and other 
seeds not specified ; acrometers ; metallic stills; of less than one 
half gallon capacity, for assays and chemical analysis. 

Wooden alphabets of all kinds for schools; amianthus in 
fibres or blocks, in its natural state. 

Anchors and girt lines ; stuffed animals prepared for zoological 
museums, mammalia, fancy and domestic birds; printed, 
lithographed or engraved advertisements on paper or cardboard, 
without frames. 

Fire engines and implements; oats, not prepared (natural 
state), mercury ; barometers ; iron buoys and accessories ; wood or 
iron boats and oars. 
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Compasses of all kinds; wire cables, iron or steel, of all 
gauges; catalogues of all kinds not bound; numismatic 
geologic, and zoological collections fcr museums or cabinets. 

Cork, cut in slabs and uncut ; rock crystal in bulk; raw hides, 
bacteriological preparations and cultivations; designs, mouldings, 
models and patterns for Arts. 

Goods imported for the Government or municipalities, the 
public service or benevolent institutions ; goods for the personal 
use of the President of the Republic. 

Goods imported for the private use of the foreign Diplomatic 
Corps and their families, residing in the country, in a proportionate 
quantity to ordinary use, in case there is reciprocity and the 
requirements be complied with. 

Secretaries, Consuls and Vice-Consuls do not enjoy this 
privilege. 

Ordinary packing when the goods do not pay duties on gross 
weight. 

In bales, packing is considered to consist of sheeting, oil cloth 
(tarpauling), corner boards and hoops; in cases, the sheet tin ; 
in lined cases, the card-board boxes, papers, if they are not 
expressly comprised in the corresponding duties; blankets, sheets 
or any other article on the tariff are not considered as packing. 

Passenger luggage, such being wearing apparel, toilet articles, 
bed and table linen, books, necessary tools and instruments for 
various trades or professions, which show signs of having been 
used before, all in reasonable quantities; also manufactured 
tobacco to the extent of half a kil ogramme for each passenger. 

When goods are brought by passengers which ought to pay 
duty, and the value of which exceeds one hundred dollars, they 
should be accompanied by a consular invoice. 

Emery, in powder or grain ; feather grass or Spanish hemp; tow 
for ships ; harbour lights. 

Photographic views of the Country without frames. 

Parts of shipwrecked vessels. 

Engravings made by Guatemalan artists resident abroad, the 
authenticity of which is proved, without frames; grass seed, 
Guano, and other artificial and natural manures; guy ropes for 
mines ; pig-iron furnaces and other appliances of fire-brick or 
graphite for the assay of metals; magnets and lodestones; fresh 
vegetables, logs ; machinery, and uncharged galvanic batteries for 
publ.c service, 

Models of machinery and buildings. 

Models for manufacturing flowers, 

Newspapers (single copies) ; platinum in ingots and dust ; wood 
pulp and rags for paper factories ; palm leaves for manufacturing 
ro From the Ist July the following goods pay duties as 
ollows :— 


Per Kilo. 
Oatsinhusk -~— - - Gross weight 1 cent 


Oleic Acid (commercial) for manufactur- 
ingsoap - = e do. 1 cent 


| 
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Per Kilo. 

Bran Gross Weight 1 cent 
Sesame - do. 10 cents 
Galvanised iron and insulated copper wire 

electrical transmission - do. 14 cents 
Galvanized iron wire, plain or barbed, for 

fences, with and - - do. 1 cent 
Coaltar - do. 1 cent 
for producing hydro-carbonic 

do. 2 cents 

Electric apparatus, excepting dutiable 

chemicals’ - do. 2 cents 
Ploughs and accessories of all kinds - do. 2 cents 
Live animals (not monmntanls) - - - Each 2 dollars 
Native sulphur - - - - Gross weight 1 cent 
Codfish, dried, salted, and smoked - do. 5 cents 
Pumps, iron and brass, of all kinds not 

specified - do. 2 cents 
Glow lamps, incandescent, for electric 

lamps - - = - = = do. 2 cents 
Pitch for ships- ~- do. 1 cent 
Porcelain and glass vessels for chemical 

and pharmaceutical purposes - do. 5 cents 
Coal and animal and waquaite charcoal, 

not powdered - - - - do. 1} cents 
Smoked and salted meats - do. 3 cents 
Geographical and “maps 

and nautical charts - do. 10 cents 
Physicians’ pocket cases, including packing Net Weight 1 dol. 
Tarred or sanded roofing in sheets - Gross Weight 1 cent 
Cement, common and ape lime - do. 14 cents 
Coke - do. 1} cents 
Graduated trial j jars and ‘specific gravity 

measures, including packing - Net Weight 40 cents 
Crucibles and cupolas of all kinds - Gross Weight 1 cent 
School. copy, png and embroidery 

books -  - - do. 10 cents 
Complete buildings—wood and iron - do. 2 cents 
Geographical and astronomical globes - do, 10 cents 
Spatulas, glass and porcelain spoons, and 

rods for storing corrosive liquids, in- 

cluding packing - - - - - Net Weight 40™ cents 
Stearine in blocks - = - - Gross Weight 3 cents 
Mathematical instrument cases ; and blow- 

pipe apparatus, including packing - Net Weight 1 dol. 
Unpolished stone and compressed carbon 

filters - - . Gross Weight 5 cents 
Dr. Pasteur’s and other Alters - . - Gross Weight 5 cents 
Fresh fruits - do. 3 cents 
Hay and other forage not mentioned in 

the tariff - - - - do. 1 cent 
Forged iron in bars, ‘sheets, or squares - do. 1 cent 
Water-closet of all kinds, 

piping - do. 10 cents 
Fire bricks for foundry furnaces - - do. 1} cents 
Books, unbound - do. 5 cents 
Locomotives, cars, tools, and materials 

forfailways- - - do. 2 cents 
Lard do. 5 cents 
Designs for writing, and 

embroidering - do. 10 cents 
Unglazed and ungummed paper for print- 

ing purposes - - do. 5 cents 
Lightning rods - do. 2 cents 
Petroleum, in bulk - - - do. 1 cent 
Natural stone of all kinds, rough, hewn, 

not mentioned in the tariff "E teades 

ormanufactures - - do. 1 cent 
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Per Kilo. 
Unset precious stonesand pearls - ~ - Net Weight 1 dol. 50 cts. 
(including packing) 

Mill-stones - - - Gross Weight 1 cent 
Slate, slate pencils or imitations, for 

schools - - - - - do. 5 cents 
Roof slates - - - do. 1 cent 
Living plants - - - - - do. 1 cent 
Printing and lithographic presses - - do. 2 cents 
Harrows and rakes for agriculture - - do. 12 cents 


Portraits without frames of persons 
residing in the country - - - do. 1 dollar 
Ordinary jute, fibre, and henequin sacks 
for exportation of the country’s 


products - - do. 2 cents 

Japanese sauce, “Soy” - - - do. 15 cents 
Raw and melted tallow - - - - do. 1 cent 
Shingles, glass or earthenware tiles for 

Thermometers - Net weight 1 dollar 

(including package) 

Printingink - - Gross weight 5 cents 
Printing type - - - - - do. 5 cents 
Glass panes of all colours and sizes- = = do. 37cents 


UNITED STATES OF COLOMBIA. 


Rebate in Assessment of Duties at Buenaventura. 


With reference to the notices which appeared at page 443 of the 
April number, and page 195 of the August number, of the Board 
of Trade Journal for the current year, respecting alterations in the 
Customs Tariff of the United States of Colombia, the Board of 
Trade have now received throngh the Foreign Office copy and 
translation of a Decree of the Colombian Government, from 
which it appears that the rebate of 20 per cent. hitherto granted 
in the assessment of duties on goods imported at the port of 
Buenaventura under a law of 1888 will continue to be allowed. 


Prohibition of Importation of Matches. 


With reference to the notice on p. 698 of the June (1897) 
issue of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,” a telegram dated 
8th October has been received at the Foreign Office from Mr. M. 
oo H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Bogota, to the following 
effect :-— 

“From the 8th October the importation of matches and 
materials as follows :—Common phosphorus, amorphous 
phosphorus, wooden or wax sticks, small cardboard boxes, and 
cardboard prepared for manufacture of boxes, will be absolutely 
prenee by presidential decree of 28th September. They will 

confiscated as contraband goods.” 
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CYPRUS. 
Tariff Modifications. 


The “ Cyprus Gazette ” publishes the following Law (“ to vary the 
incidence of taxation in Cyprus”) which was assented to by an 
order of the Queen in Council dated 18th May last. 

1. From and after the coming into operation of this law instead 
of an excise duty of twelve per cent. ad valorem on wines and 
spirits manufactured in Cyprus, there shall be levied and taken 
thereon an excise duty of ten per cent. ad valorem, and instead of 
an export duty of twelve per cent. ad valorem, on raisins exported 
from the Island, there shall be levied an export duty of ten per 
cent. ad valorem. 

2. From and after the coming into operation of this Law there 
shall be levied : 

(a) Animport duty of eight per cent. ad valorem on all 
timber, hewn, or rough sawn, imported into the Island. 

(6) Over and above the import duties on petroleum imposed 
by “The Customs Law, 1893 ” additional duties as follows : 
Petroleum in cases not exceeding 25 okes each, net weight, 
the case, six and a half copper piastres. Petroleum in cases 
exceeding 25 okes each, net weight, or in barrels, the gallon, 
one copper piastre. 

(c) Over and above the tax of three and three quarters copper 
piastres now charged for every goat counted in Cyprus, an 
additional tax of one and one quarter copper piastre for 
every goat. 

(d) Over and above the excise duty of two shillings per oke on 
all tobacco manufactured in the Island, an additional 
excise duty of two copper piastres per oke. 

(e) Over and above the excise duty of two shillings and 
four and a-half copper piastres per oke on all cigarettes 
manufactured in the Island, an additional excise duty of 
two copper piastres per oke. 

(f) An export duty of ten percent. ad valorem to be assessed 
by the proper officer of Customs in respect of all wound 
silk exported from the island, and in respect of silk manu- 
factures exported if manufactured by other than hand 
looms. 

Provided that the exporter shall have the option in either 
case of requiring that the export duty be taken in kind 
and not in money. 

(g) In respect of every licence for the sale of tobacco by 
retail throughout the Island, instead of the sum of eighteen 
shillings to be paid half-yearly in advance,a sum of one 
pound to be paid half-yearly in advance, in equal instal- 
ments of ten shillings. 

(mh) Over and above the import duty on soap, imposed by 
“The Customs Law, 1893,” an additional duty of one 
half copper piastre per oke. 
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8. From and after the coming into operation of this Law, the 
articles specified in Schedule A of this Law shall be free from the 
payment of any tithe, and the duties and tax specified in 
Schedule B shall cease to be levied. 

4. Nothing in this Law contained shall be taken to prohibit 
the levy and collection of any sums which at the date of the 
coming into operation of this Law were legally due and leviable. 


Schedule A. 

Beans of all kinds including Oranges. 
Haricot Beans. Pomegranates. 

Beehives. Potatoes. 
Citrons. Sesame. 
Figs. Tobacco. 
Hemp. Tremithia Oil. 
Kolokas. Venedyks. 
Lemons. Wound Silk. 
Onions. 

Schedule B. 

The Scala duty (cotton). The Tax called Bedel-Ushur, 


» (aniseed), 


Shipping Dues Exemption Law. 


The “Cyprus Gazette” publishes a Law “‘ to exempt certain 
vessels from payment of the consolidated shipping dues,” the 
principal articles of which are as follows :— 

1. In this law, unless the context otherwise requires, the 
expression “foreign port” means any port other than a port in 
Cyprus. The expression “port dues” means the consolidated 
charge in lieu of port, health and light dues impcsed by “The 
Shipping Dues Law, 1884,” and ‘‘The Shipping Dues Amend- 
ment Law, 1888. 

2. Where port dues have been paid at any two ports in the 
island in respect of any steamer or sailing vessel coming to Cyprus 
from any foreign port without having between her calls at such 
two ports visited any foreign port, such steamer or sailing vessel 
on proceeding direct tv other ports in the island shall be allowed 
during a period of one calendar month in the case of a steamer, 
and of two calendar months in the cise of a sailing vessel, from 
the date of the last payment of port duas a3 aforesaid, to enter 
and clear from any port or ports in the island withont the 
payment of any further port dues ifshe has not during that 
period visited any foreign port. 

3. When any vessel having business to transact at any port or 
ports in Cyprus, other than Larnaca, shall have deen compelled to 
proceed to Larnaca for the sole purpose of performing quarantine, 
and has paid port dues in respect of such visit, such vessel on 
proceeding direct to any one port in Cyprus shall be permitted to 
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visit such port without any further payment in respect of port 
dues. Provided that when a vessel which has arrived at Larnaca 
in ballast, and has paid the dues charged on vessels so arriving, 
shall proceed direct to any other port in Cyprus without having 
taken in cargo at Larnaca, such vessel shall be charged in respect 
of her visit to such other port, the difference between the full rate 
of port dues and the rates payable by vessels arriving in ballast. 


British Inp1a: 
Tarif, Modifications. 


According to Customs circulars of the Government of India, 
issued by the India Office, the following goods are exempted from 
duty on importation into British India :— 

Machinery (and component parts thereof) for the manufacture 
of matches. 

Ditto ditto for the manufacture of articles made of 
leather. 


British HonpvurRas. 
Reduction of Duty on Wines. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of an Ordinanc2 dated 
16th June last, by which the duty on all still wines imported into 
British Honduras is fixed at 50 cents. per gallon. The duties 
previously levied were as follows :— 

Still wines (except claret) per gall. 1°00 dols. 
Claret - pergall. 0°50 dols. 


Dominica. 
Export Duties. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of an Act which 
came into force on the 1st January, 1897, by which certain duties 
are levied on the export of the following articles from this colony, 


viz 


s. d. 
Animals : horned cattle - - - - - - - per head 6 0 
Bay leaves - = - - - perl100lbs. 1 3 
Other kinds if expressed or equalled 3 
» if otherwise extracted - 10 
Farinemanioc - - * perbushel 0 3 
Truit—fresh: Bananas - - - - per100 2 1 
lames - - = ‘= perbarrel 0 1 
box (not exceeding 4 barrel) - - Of 
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Fruit—fresh : ae - - per barrel 
per box (not exceeding 4 barrel) 


Fruit—preserved : pickled - - - - per barrel 
Tamarinds - - - - - - 

Fruit jams and fruit - - - - per 100 lbs. 

Ginger -  - - © per barrel 

Hides and skins: Cattle hides each 

Allotherskins - - - - - perdozen 

Lime juice: Concentrated - - - - - per gallon 

Raw - - - - - - - - -per 10 gallons 

Molasses - - - - - - - - per 100 gal. 


Starches- - - per 100 lbs. 
Sugar—Muscovado, per hogshead of 40 ‘inches trass and over 
per hogshead of 32 inches and less than 
40 inches truss - 
per tierce of 28 inches and less than 


Cur AWS OM 


32 inches truss - - 
per cask of less than 28 inches truss 
per barrelor bag - 


Other kinds, per hogshead of 40 inches truss and over 6 

per hogshead of 32 inches and less than 
40 inches truss - . 9 

per tierce of 28 inches and less than 
32 inches truss - 3 
per cask of less than 28 inches trass - 8 
per barrel or bag - - - . - 10 
+ - - per 100 gal. 2 
Wood Firewood - - - per cord 0 
- - 


Logwood - 


» ” 


VICTORIA. 


Classification of Articles in Customs Tariff. 

The Board of Trade have received from tne Department of 
Trade and Customs, Melbourne, a copy of Supplement No. 2 to the 
Customs Tariff Decisions, 1896, in which the following Articles 
are classified as under :— 


No. Description of Articles. Rate of Duty. 
281 | Beef Jelly, “ Mesgnems ” as an extrast of maat 
potted - 20%, ad val, 
Caps of precious ‘matal, " whether mounted on 
umbrella sticks or not - - . Free. 
598 | Cloth, imperial show2r-proof,inslu ling Cravenettc 
and Heptonaite, a3 mantle-cloth - 15% ad va). 
122 | Cocoaand Milk “davary & M 
as 34. par lb. 
130 | Cords, Hitching, of cor laze, a3 other cordage 12s. per 
Cork rinjs not tobe dsemelcatcorss - - Free. 
Enamel— 
429 “ Red Cross” cycle, “ Alliagton U. Batts & 
Co.,” as paint mixed ready for use - 41, per ton. 
Engin2s — 
296 Pamping, the ‘“‘ Da Lanater,” Ericsson,” 
. and the “Da Lamater Rider Hot Aic 
Pumping Engines,” as engines other- 
wise enumerated - - 30 % ad val) 
Essence— 
491 Lemon soluble, Stevenson and Howell's,” 
contains 89°6 % proof spirit - -( 123. por liquid gallon 
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No. Description of Articles. Rate of Duty. 
Flannel— 
597 Cream is not to be deemed coloured - 30 % ad val. 
490 —: containing a reputed pint to pay as 
suc 
Frilling (of cotton) known as curtain frilling, 
and used in manufacture of 
curtains - - - Free. 
345 | Fuse-making Machinery - Free. 
Glassware— 
196 Instruments of glass for testing brine, as 
glassware not otherwise enumerated 25 % ad vol. 
Glue, eae (pitch) - . - - Free. 
Grain— 
212 Granola, as grain prepared - . 5s. per cental. 
130 | Halters (of cordage), as other cordage 12s. per cwt. 
Machines— 
Wood-etching, “Vulcan” - Free 
Medicines, etc.— 
Analgen and Argonin:are simple chemicals, 
and 1f not packed ready for retail sale or 
consumption, and not recommeded Free 
285 Anti-Streptococcus Serum , if packed ready 
285 Anti-Diptheritic Serum 25 % ad val 
285 a hilitic Serum - or recommended 
Cale Glyceropbosphas. Ingredients in 
chemical combination not packed ready 
for retail sale, and not recommended Free 
Carniferrin and Ferripyrin: are chemicals, 
and if not packed for retail sale or con- 
sumption,and not recommended - - Free 
285 Diuretin, in 1 oz. bottles, a compound on 
in chemical combination - - 25 % ad val 
Ferri Glycerophosphas. Ingredients in 
chemical combination, and if not packed 
ready for retail sale or cneemgten, and 
not recommended - Free 
Jalapin and Lysidine: in 1-02. ‘bottles, 
not packed ready for retail sale or con- 
sumption, and not recommended - * Free. 
Lactophenin and Trional: are simple 
chemicals, and if not packed for retail sale 
or consumption, and not recommended - Free. 
Pepsin In 1-02, “ Parke 
Davis, & Co.” Free. 
396 | Milk, Peptonized. —“ Savory & Moore’ asmilk, 
preserved = 2d. per lb. 
202 | Mittens, with thumb only, as gloves - Free. 
126-7 * Packets. —Surprise, containing con fectionery,- Free. 
Peaks, cap (leather and embroidered), - Free. 
Fugs, ‘Liniags for, printed seal - - Free. 
Sheep Dip, Hatch’s ” Colonial Glycerine 
Straws, tor “ Miat Julep ”’ - - Fre 
491 | Sloe Gin, as spirits - - - -| 12s. per liquid gallon. 
281 | Tabloids, Meat (afood) - - 20 % ad val. 
584 | Trunks, Travelling, of atelner foundation, as 
wickerware - - - 45 % ad val. 
571 | Twine, Sewing or seaming, if of j jute - - 2d. per Ib. 
Vazoleum, of vaseline and 
oi ree. 


*Nore.— When pe 1s. per lb. the weight for duty is to include weight of 
fancy goods making up the packages. 


‘ 
| 
[ ] 
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XVIL—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 
THE Russian Eco TRADE. 

H. M. Consul-General at St. Petersburg, in a report to the 
Foreign Office for the year 1896 (Annual Series, 1998), states 
that the export of eggs from St. Petersburg, as shown in the 
accompanying statement, exhibits a steady increase, the largest 
quantity being shipped to the ports of Great Britain :— 


To all Countries. To Great Britain. To Germany. 

Year. 

| 
Number. Value. | Number. | Value. | Number. Value. 
Roubles. | Roubles. Roubles. 
1895 ... an ..-, 147,918,000 | 2,9-5.360 | 69,565,500 | 1,331,310 | 60,750,000 | 1,215,000 
1895 ... aa .--| 108,417,000 | 2,168,400 | 49,932,000 1,007,195 | 49,542,000 | 1,001,000 
1834... one «..| 89,266,500 | 1,785,400 | 44,989,500 | £03,475 | 43,743,000 904,000 
1893 65,355,500 | 1,306,700 | 32,862,000 | 654,892 | 31,798,500 ,000 
1892 .| 55 311,090 | 1,106, 735,252 | 17,146,000 350,000 


The egg trade at St. Petersburg is in the hands of native whole- 
sale dealers, who have their agents in the country for buying 
up eggs in villages and at farms, and forwarding them to the 
capital. 

Foreign buyers have also agents here, who either export eggs on 
commission for the wholesale native dealers or collect them in the 
provinces by their sub-agents. They are carefully examined and 
assorted before exportation, and packed in straw in cases containing 
about 1,500 each. 

The largest exportation of Russian eggs from the whole of 
Russia is to Germany, Great Britain following next in point of 
magnitude of demand. 

The accompanying figures show the exportation from all 
Russian ports during the last five years :— 


To all Countries. To Great Britain. To Germany. 
Year. 

Number. Value. Number. Value. Number. Value. 
Roubles. Roubles. Roubles. 

1895 .. oe ...| 1,410,677,173 | 19,776.050 | 266,557,499 | 3,127,124 | 431,357,987] 5,970,167 
1894 ... ave ...| 954,758,274 | 15,486,895 | 180,328,040] 2,811,814 | 305,077,776} 4,832,360 

1893... «| 779,116,302 | 13,471,819 | 179,603,896 214,876,251 

1892... «..| 789,299,561 | 12,217,614 | 189,599,300 262,810,989 


Not yet published. 


WARNING TO INTENDING SPECULATORS IN SIBERIAN MIN&s. 


Mr. Medhurst, H.M. Consul at Moscow, in a report to the 
Foreign Office, writes as follows :— 

“The gradual opening of the great Siberian Railway attracts 
much attention to Siberia. In nearly every case which has come 
under my notice, the ‘mines offered for sale have proved to be 
worthless; either they were worked out, or else were situated in 
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some place most difficult of access. I would suggest that before 
undertaking the long and expensive journey to the remote gold 
regions of Siberia, it would be better to obtain fuller information 
as to the standing and bona fides ‘of the would-be seller.’ Belgians 
(who have lately been investing much capital in mining and coal 
industry in Russia) make a point of not only miking the fullest 
inquiries before sending out a representative to study the property 
offered for sale, but usually engage the services of some local man 
of high standing whom they interest in the undertaking, and, 
seeing that their ventures are generally successful, their mode of 
procedure seems worth following. 

“TI must especially warn British capitalists against the payment 
of hand money in advance, to be returned should the property 
offered for sale not prove to be suitable. I have during the past 
year known a case in which the vendor refused to return a penny 
of the large sum he had encashed, although he had distinctly under- 
taken todo so. The nearest town to which this person lived was 
Tomsk, and this is so far from England, and the difficulties for an 
English firm to overcome before undertaking proceedings are so 
great, that the firm in question decided to sacrifice their money, 
in addition to the sum spent in sending out the expedition.” 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, 1998.) 


New LINE oF STEAMERS BETWEEN THE DANUBE AND 
ROTTERDAM. 


A report, dated the 22nd September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Lieutenant C. Liddell, Acting British 
Consul-General at Galatz, in which he states that the new 
Roumanian line of merchant steamers plying between the Danube 
and Rotterdam, was inaugurated with much ceremony on Sunday, 
the 20th September. 

The vessel chosen for the occasion was the “ Bucarest,” which 
was ready to sail from Braila with a cargo of grain bound for 
Rotterdam. Among those present were M. Stourdza, the Prime 
Minister ; M. Bratiano, Minister of Public Works; and M. 
Djuvara, Minister of Justice. Several speeches of a patriotic nature 
were delivered, and a telegram sent to His Majesty the King of 
Roumania. 


Toe NEw ODER CANAL. 


A Report, dated the 24th September, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir F. C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s Ambassudor 
at Berlin, enclosing a memorandum by Mr. Harriss-Gastrell, 
Commercial Attaché at Berlin, relating to the opening, on the 
20th September, of the New Oder Canal, circumnavigating the 
city of Breslau, by which direct water communication from Upper 
Silesia to Berlin and Stettin is secured for vessels up to 


400 tons. 
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The following is the text of the memorandum in question :— 

The “ Bérsen Courier” of the 20th September, gives the 
following information in connection with the opening of the New 
Oder Canal, which goes round the city of Breslau. 

The traffic on the Oder in the last 10 years has immensely 
developed. 

The total goods traffic on the waterways at Breslau rose from 
11°25 million centners in 1887 to $53 in 1896; it will still 
further increase now that ships can go direct from Upper Silesia to 
Belin and Stettin. By the former locks at Breslau this was 
impossible, and was at best, practicable for vessels of 175 tons 
whereas now the limit is only 400 tons, and at Cosel the freight load 
can amount to 8,000 centners. But the crownisg work will be 
when this canal is made capable of serving all the heavy transport 
trade of the mines of Upper Silesia, and this requires principally 
the prompt widening of the harbour accomodation at Cosel. Even 
without this, the returns for last year showed a carriage of 
4,717,000 centners of goods, of which 4 millions were coals, taken 
to the ships by the railways. At present the coals from the mining 
districts have to travel 60 to 70 kilometres to the Cosel harbour. 

A Canal is wanted up to Herz with various branches to serve 
the mining industries. ‘The proprietors of the mines are thankful 
for the present improvement, but they hope that it is but an instal- 
ment of further improvements to come. 


A SERVICE OF STEAMERS BETWEEN ANTWERP, BREST AND NANTES, 


A communication, dated 29th September last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office, from Mr. W. R. Hoare, H.M. Consul at 
Brest, stating that Messrs. Chevillotte Fréres, shipowners at that 
port, intend early in October to establish a regular steam service 
between Autwerp, Brest, and Nantes. At first one steamer will 
be employed, which will perform the service by-monthly, 
additional steamers being put on as may be found necessary, and 
and thus giving a more frequent communication. 

Among the articles that could be exported from Brest and 
Nantes to Antwerp are preserves, sardines, rags, dyes, sugar, 
cereals, barley, buckwheat and faucy biscuits, and the French 
ports could receive from Antwerp, phosphates, slag, paper pulp, 
— tin plates, mineral waters, bran, wheat, rye, benzine and 

es, 


CoNVEYANCE OF GARDEN. PRODUCE FROM ITALY To LONDON. 


A despatch, dated 28th September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, H.M. Minister at 
Brussels, announcing the inauguration of a new direct through 
service for the conveyance of garden produce from Italy to 
London via Chiasso, Bale, Brussels, Ostend and Tilbury. Sir 
F. R. Plunkett says :— 

“Special large well-ventilated carriages have been constructed 
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by the Belgian State Railway Administration for the conveyance 
of fruits and vegetables by this route, and by means of which a 
saving of ten hours will be effected, as hitherto these goods have 
always been forwarded through France nia Modane and Calais. 

New special rates have also been established for the conveyance 
of goods by express trains from certain stations on the Alsace 
Lorraine railway to London by Antwerp and Ostend. 


ForEIGN TRADE IN ANTWERP. 


In a report to the Foreign Uffice (Annual Series, 1994), H.M: 
Consul-General at Antwerp states that M. Carteron, the French 
Consul-General at that port, has recently deplored the retrograde 
movement which, during the last 20 years, has characterised 
French trade there. Tunis falling-off M. Carieron attributes, not 
so much to the small number of his compatriots resident at 
Antwerp, as to the lack of initiative and enterprise they too often 
display in pushing their foreign commercial relations. They do 
not, he says, sufficiently study the course of action best calculated 
to advance their interests abroad, nor do they move sufficiently 
with the times. M. Carteron then draws a comparison between 
French and German commercial men—the readiness with which 
the latter accommodates himself to existing conditions, and con- 
forms his methods of business to those of the country he is dealing 
with, gives him a great advantage over the French merchant, who 
is loth to depart from cut-and-dried traditions, even though 
experience may have shown them to be inexpedient. ‘The Consul- 
General adds, “ The strictures which M. Carteron passes on French 
methods of carrying on foreign trade are, to some extent, equally 
applicable to those of our own country. German competition in 
Antwerp cannot be successfully overcome by English merchants 
or manufacturers who remain fixed and immovable at their desks 
in London or Manchester. Let them come in person, or send 
competent agents abroad, and thus, so to speak, carry the war into 
the enemy’s camp. There is no doubt that British trade in 
Belgium might be further developed by the adoption of such 
methods, But it musc be borne in mind that many of the principal 
manufactures of Great Britain are also produced in Belgium on a 
very large scale, and frequently at a very cheap rate. English 
goods, however, such as cutlery, engineering tools, agricultural 
implements, machinery, saddlery, woollen material for men’s 
wearing apparel, hosiery, hats, etc., when of good quality, find a 
ready sale in this country.” 


SEAMEN DISCHARGED FROM BritisH SHIPS AT ANTWERP. 


In a Report to the Foreign Office by Mr. G. R. De Courcy- 
Perry, H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Annual Series, No, 


Oct. 1897.] DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 453 


1994), the following table is given showing the number of men 
shipped and discharged from British ships during the year 1896 :— 
- Engaged. Discharged. | 


British - - - - - 3,994 - 5,703 
Foreign- - ° - - 9,325 - 7,835 
Total - - 18,319 - 13,538 


The amount of wages paid to the seamen discharged was 
101,880/., and of this sum 13,911/. was transmitted to England by 
means of Board of Trade money orders, a not unsatisfactory sum 
when it is borne in mind that of the 13,538 men discharged 7,835 
were foreigners, and did not send their money to the United 
Kingdom. 


NAVIGATION OF THE RHINE AND ELBE, 


A dispatch dated 18th September last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, H.M. Ambassador at 
Berlin, enclosing a memorandum with reference to the Law passed 
in Prussia on 23rd April, 1883, dealing with summary proceedings 
by the Police Authorities for violations of the existing laws in 
certain cases. Its object was to simplify and expedite simple 
cases of infraction by a more rapid administrative method, thereby 
saving the accused person from considerable delays and expenses, 
and conferring a greater importance upon the Police Authorities. 

Section 2 of that Law especially exempted the navigation of 
the Rhine and Elbe from its operation, the regulation of which was 
left to special Courts, 

The present Prussian Law of 26th July, 1897, abolishes the 
— then made in favour of traffic on the Rhine and 


THE DAntTzia FisH TRADE. 


In a report to the Foreign Office H.M. Consul at Dantzig 
-states that the herring trade during the first eight months of 
1896 was unprofitable. During the remaining four months the 
market improved, the buying for winter consumption in the pro- 
vinces behind Dantzig, becoming stronger on its being known 
that £00,000 barrels less herrings were cured in Scotland, Holland, 
Norway, and Sweden than in the year 1895. 

The stock of 42,841 barrels remaining over at the end of 1895 
was added to during the first three months of the year by imports 
from Scotland, England, and Sweden, principally by weekly 
arrivals by steamer from Sweden of the so-called fresh herrings in 
boxes, making the trade slow at this port. The mild winter, and 
consequent open water, flooded the market also with fresh fish of 
every description at low prices. These large supplies and less de- 
mand during Lent from Russia end Poland, owing to the soft state 
of the roads making the transport of the barrels almost impossible, 
caused stagnation, and although prices fell the demand did not 
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increase, and when the new catch arrived there were 12,000 barrels 
of dld herrings left, which could only be sold at a loss. The fisher- 
men and curers in Scotland, instead of waiting until the herrings 
attained their full size in July, started the fishing in June, and 
forwarded large quantities of undersized fish to this market, which 
only made business worse. In September the trade improved and 
prices got better when it became known that the Swedish catch 
was a bad one. 

Dried codfish from Iceland was imported in small quantities for 
the use of foreigners and the shipping. Smoked fish from the 
German North Sea ports is increasing in favour and is exposed for 
sale in most of the provision shops. No mackerel or other cured 
fish, as exported from Ireland or Canadian ports, reached Dantzig. 
It is possible that a trade in this branch of the fish industry could 
easily be created if travellers speaking German and Polish were 
employed to push the sale in the provinces of which Dantzig is 
the port.—(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,000.) 


BritisH Goops DANTZzIG. 


H.M. Consul at Dantzig, in a report to the Foreign Office, states 
that a remarkable change is to be noticed during the last few years 
in the increasing demand in the provinces forming that Consular 
district for articles made in Great Britain. This applies more 
especially to luxuries, which hitherto the German did without, or 
was satisfied with the inferior qualities produced in his own 
country. The Dantzig shops give great prominence to goods 
manufactured in Great Britain, and the shopmen always carefully 
explain that they are of British make, and superior to similar 
goods made elsewhere. 

The Consul adds :— 

“The contrast between the way the British merchant seeks new 
trade channels in Prussia and that of his foreign rival is so marked 
that I mention it in the hope that a change may soon come over 
my countrymen’s mode of action. 

The British subject obtains from his Consul, or from a directory, 
most probably out of date, a list of the local traders who deal in 
what he wants to sell. These he bombards with price lists in the 
English language, which they cannot read, and then he is 
astonished that they pay no attention to his communications. 

The foreign rival, on the contrary, sends a traveller here, 
speaking German fluently, who calls on these same traders with 
samples, and explains to them how the goods can be forwarded to 
them with the least possible delay and expense, and extols his 
wares to such an extent that he seldom leaves without getting an 
order.” —(Foreign Office Annual Series, 2,000.) 


New Docks aT BREMERHAVEN. 


A report, dated 3rd September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General! at Hamburg, with re- 
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ference to a work of considerable importance for the interests 
both of the Mercantile and War Navy of Germany, as well as of 
the trade of the Weser Ports. This is the construction at Bremer- 
haven of a deep and capacious dock and dry dock which has been 
so far completed that the same has now been opened for public use, 
The new dock, which is called the new “ Kaiser-Hafen,” is, in 
fact, the extension towards the north of the already existing old 
“ Kaiser-Hafen,” which was opened in the year 1876, and which 
has a water surface measuring 16°7 acres, and 1,300 yards of quays, 
The cost of this old section was about 375,0002. 

The annually increasing size and draught of the ocean-going 
steamers pointed to the necessity of constructing this new dock 
with adeep entrance from the river, and no less than 287 acres of 
ground were appropriated for the purpose of the entire undertaking. 

The total cost of the new work has been about 918,500J., of 
which the German Empire contributed 125,000/. under the proviso 
that certain arrangements should be made on its construction in the 
interest of the Imperial Navy. 

The new “ Kaiser-Hafen ” is connected with the Weser by a capa- 
cious lock, 7,215 feet in length (available for vessels not exceeding 
656 feet in length and 908 feet in width) ; so that the largest steamer 
afloat at present could easily find room in it. (The double locks 
of the North Sea and Baltic Canal are only 492 feet long and 
82 feet wide.) Before entering the river from the lock vessels 
have to pass through a small outer harbour, measuring 656 feet in 
length and 180 feet in width. 

Vessels entering this new dock from the Weser through this 
outer harbour and the lock pass into the wider portion of the new 
“ Kaiser-Hafen,” the sill of which is 229 feet below mean water- 
mark, so that, as the water is kept at high-water level, the entire 
depth of water in the dock is 33°7 feet. The superficial area ot 
water in this wider portion of the new dock is 30 acres; and the 
lenzth of available quay-room is 5,740 feet. The quays are 
connected by rail with the main railway line. 

The western side of the new “ Kaiser-Hafen” communicates 
with an outer dock basin, on the northern side of which is con- 
structed a dry dock (stated to be the largest in existence anywhere) 
of sufficient dimensions for docking vessels 656 feet long and 82 
feet broad. For the present only one dry dock has been built : 
but there is room for another. On the western side there is 
furthermore an open basin for repairing ships not requiring to, 
be dry docked. | 

It may be added that there are at Bremerhaven and the adjacent 
port Geestemiinde, besides the above, six other private dry docks, 
which have a length of from 265 to 380 feet. 


Exeort oF Ivory FROM GERMAN Fast AFRICA. 


A despatch, dated 3rd September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, H.M. Ambassador at 
Berlin, transmitting extract from the official “ Kolonialblatt,” con- 
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taining a statement of the export of ivory from German East 
Africa for the 12 months ended 31st March, 1897. 

It appears from this statement that the exports for the above 
period amounted to 15,149 tusks, weighing 241,087lb. avoirdupois 
of which 5,304 tusks were under 6lb. in weight. 


PROHIBITION OF FOREIGN CURRENCY IN MOZAMBIQUE. 


A despatch, dated 8th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. C. Conway Thornton, H.M. Chargé 
d’Affaires at Lisbon, reporting that a decree has been lately issued 
by the Royal Commission of Mozambique whereby anyone in any 
way putting or attempting to put into circulation foreign coins of 
silver, copper, or bronze, or paper in any conventional manner 
representing such coin, shall be liable to the confiscation of the 
coins thus circulated, and a fine of double the value of the coin if 
ascertainable, together with an imprisonment not exceeding six 
- months, with the option of a fine not less than fifty milreis nor 
exceeding one hundred milreis. 


PROJECTED Port IMPROVEMENTS AT LOURENGO MARQUES. 


A despatch, dated September 2nd last, has been received from 
Sir H. G. Macdonell, H.M. Minister at Lisbon, stating that 
sanction has been given by the Portuguese House of Peers to the 
scheme proposed by the Government for the improvement of the 
Port of Lourenco Marques. 

The undertaking is to be divided amongst a number of separate 
successive contracts, with public competition. The general plan 
will be controlled by the Government, wlth Parliamentary 
authorisation for each fresh contract, and the total cost is not to 
exceed five thousand contos of Reis or 1,100,000/. A term of two 
years will be fixed for the first contract. Payment will be made 
on delivery of the completed werks to the Goverment, either in 
cash or in bonds redeemable within an appointed term. This first 
section is to comprise the establishment of suitable quays, landing 
places, &c., sufficient for one-quarter of a movement of merchan- 
dise calculated at twice that realised in the year 1896-1897. This 
portion of the undertaking is not to cost more than a sum of one 
thousand three hundred and fifty contos of Reis, or say 300,0007. 

For this amount the Government is authorised to raise a loan 
in gold, to include the repayment of a sum of three hundred 
contos (66,000/.) advanced for the same purpose by the “ Banco 
Ultramarino.” The interest payable is not to exceed 5°25 per cent. 

The Government may select at pleasure among the existing 
Portuguese establishments of credit the one with which the above 
loan is to be contracted. 

A despatch dated 8th September last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. C. Conway Thornton, H.M. Chargé 
d’Affairs at Lisbon, reporting that, according to a statement 
published in the Lisbon press, it is anticipated that the Govern- 
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ment will not find it necessary to go beyond the first loan of 
1,350 contos of reis (or 300,000/. at par) which they have been 
authorised to contract for the works about Lourengo Marques 
harbour. 

It is calculated that 342 acres of land can be secured, 167 of 

which would be required for the various buildings, roads, and open 
spaces, 
Pithe remainder could be aftarwards disposed of at a minimum 
price of Reis 6 $750 per square metre, the 175 acres thus 
producing a sum of 4,658 contos of reis. With the net revenue 
resulting from the use of the completed works, estimated at 145 
milreis per yard of quay, ample funds will in this manner be 
eventually forthcoming for the entire scheme of improvements. 

Allusion is also made to the plans adopted by the Municipality 
of Lourenco Marques in its Budget for the current year. The 
marsh behind the town is to be drained at a cost of 22 contos of 
reis, a third of the same is to be embanked at an outlay of 30 
contos more ; a system of drainage for the town 50 contos, paving 
works 120 contos, footpaths 140 contos, a prison 15 contos; total 
something over 450 contos, or at par 100,000/. ; 

For this purpose the Municipality will, it is understood, raise a 
loan for the necessary amount. 


COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS IN THE AZORES. 


Mr. Read, H.M. Consul at St. Michael’s (Azores), in a recent 
report to the Foreign Office, makes the following remarks on 
commercial travellers in the Azores :— 

“Many commercial travellers come over from Portugal to the 
Azores and doa thriving business, for they are continually going 
and coming. But the British commercial traveller is conspicuous 
by his absence, our merchants at home evidently thinking that 
his services can be dispensed with, and in his place send out by 
every mail numerous well got-up and well-written trade circulars, 
pamphlets, and journals. These find a place on my table in the 
Consulate, but I cannot compel merchants, traders, engineers, &c., 
to come and read them. And if anyone happens to look into 
them and finds some article, &c., which he would like to obtain, 
in all probability he goes to his friend the German traveller or 
agent and shows him the description or drawing and gives him 
the order, the British trade journal or circular having been the 
means, by a sort of irony, of getting an order for Germany. 

I think it would be a good plan if two or more firms in 
different lines of business were to combine and send at their 
joinc expense a commercial traveller-to Portugal, Madeira, and 
Azores, for British merchants may rest assured that if they do 
not look up their customers, like the merchants of most fore:gn 
countries do, they will in time lose the greater part of their trade, 
and once lost, it will be difficult to get it back again.” —(Foreign 
Office Annual Series, 1993.) 
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THE ADULTERATION OF SUMACH AND THE ESSENTIAL OILS OF 
Lemons, &c., In ITALY. 


A report, dated 7th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Palermo, enclosing transla- 
tion of an Act which has been recently issued, but, on the above 
date, had not yet been put into force, concerning the adulteration 
of Sumach and of the essential Oils of Lemon, &c. 

The principal articles of the above Act read as follows :— 
“ Whosoever manufacture, keeps in stock, or puts on sale essences 
of ‘Agrumi’ (i.e., of the Citron family, e.g., essence of Lemon, 
Bergamot, &c.), or ground or powdered Sumach, mixed with other 
substances, must indicate clearly the quantity and quality of the 
added matter upon the receptacles in which they are contained, 
upon the way-bills, the invoices, and the registers which refer to 
the same. 

Transgressors will be punished by a fine of from 100 to 500 lire, 
to which may be added, in case of a repetition of the offence, 
imprisonment not exceeding one month. 

Article 2. Whosoever sells essence of “Agrumi,” or ground or 
powdered Sumach, which is impure, without the indications pre- 
scribed in the foregoing paragraph, or without otherwise letting the 
purchaser of the same know their quality, is punishable by a fine 
of from 200 to 1,000 lire, and in the case of a second offence by 
imprisonment not exceeding three months. 

If the sale is made for foreign shipment the penalty is increased 
by one half. 


RussiaN TRADE WITH ITALY. 


A despatch dated 10th September last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir G. F. Bonham, H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at 
Rome, stating that attention has recently been directed to the 
language held by Signor Sciacca della Scala, in which he strongly 
attacked the Commercial Treaty between Russia and Italy, point- 
ing out the great difference which exists between the imports from 
and exports to Russia. 

In order to illustrate the commercial relations between the two 
countries the following tables have been published : 


Imports into Italy. 


1893. 1894. 1895. 

£ £ £ 
Petroleum - 92,840 73,600 96,440 
Sugar - - - 18,600 102,350 71,880 
Wheat - - - 4,887,760 2,481,520 3,439,240 
Other cereals - - - . 163,240 192,120 464,880 
Miscellaneous products - - 57,600 26,160 81,480 


Total 5,220,040 2,875,760 4,153,920 
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Exports from Italy. 
1 


894. 1895. 
£ & £ 

Olive oil - - - - 113,600 342,880 300,520 
Worked marble - - - 8,560 9,240 8,040 
Sulphur - - 61,240 58,280 46,800 
Fruit (oranges and lemons) - 69,880° 77,800 84,760 
Miscellaneous - - - - 87,760 67,480 6€,280 
Total 341,040 555,680 506,400 


The extreme fluctuation in imports is attributed to the fact that 
by far the yreater part consists of grain and cereals, which it is 
more convenient to import from Russia than more distant countries, 
such as the United States. It is pointed out that, as regards 
imports, Italy would have nothing to gain from the denunciation 
of the Commercial Treaty, as by far the larger amount of goods 
imported under the treaty cannot be produced in Italy. 

As to exports, which are, no doubt, very limited, it is shown that 
it would be prejudical to Italian commerce if the Russian market 
for oil and fruits were transferred from Sicily to another country— 
such, for instance, as Spain. 


THE PRICE OF BREAD IN ITALY.’ 


In a report to the Foreign Office by H.M. Consul at Rome, for 
the year 1895-96, some statistics are given as to the relative prices 
of wheat, flour, and bread in various Italian towns. Mr. Franz 
says that the difference between the market price of wheat and 
that of flour is considered very high, even higher in Rome than in 
other Italian towns, and it is attributed to the introduction of the 
large steam mills worked on an extensive scale and monopolising 
the market. The action of the large industry of the flour-mills 
has also the effect, owing to local contingencies, of lowering the 
ptice of wheat. The conclusion is then arrived at that in places 
where the mills are worked on modern industrial principles, the 
price of flour is higher than in other centres where they are con- 
ducted by private industry. 

. To illustrate this point the following figures are given :— 


Per Quintal. Per Kilo. 

Wheat. Flour. Bread. 

Lire ec. Lire c Cents. 
Milan - - - - - = 22 50 31 25 40 
Turin - - - 24:95 82 50 88 
Verona - - - - - 22 00 81 00 41 
Trevisa - = 22 50 28 50 35 
Bologna- . - - - - 22 75 81 75 40 
Florencee - - - - - 25 00 31 00 35 
Rome - - - - - - 2 50 81 50 424 


In July, 1897, owing to the rise in the price of wheat to 26 lire 
and that of flour to 36 lire per quintal, the price of bread was 
raised to 45 c. per kilo. (Foreign Ofice Annual Series, 2,002). 
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PROJECTED IMPROVEMENTS AT BRINDISI. 


A despatch dated 3rd September last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir George Bonham, H.M. Chargé d’Affaires 
at Rome, transmitting memorandum on the projected port improve- 
ments at Brindisi, which have been conceited by the Italian 
Government in order to facilitate in the best manner possible the 
landing at Brindisi and to accelerate the transit through Italy of 
the Indian Mail. 

The construction of a quay (muso di sponda), 150 metres in 
length, for landing from the large vessels of the Peninsula Company 
in front of the Maritime Station of Brindisi. The notices for the 
construction of the works have already been published and the 
works will shortly be commenced. 

The tenders have, in fact, been already invited for the demolition 
of the old buildings used as offices by the Captain of the Port, and 
those of the Maritime Health Office, and also for the construction 
of new offices on a more convenient site. 

Plans have also been prepared, to be put into execution as scon 

as the above-mentioned works are sufficiently advanced to permit 
of it, for the necessary connection of the railway with the quay, on 
which will be erected a shed and a building to be used as a station 
with the object of facilitating the embarkation and landing of 
passengers and merchandise. 

Further special provisions are also under consideration in com- 
bination with foreign railways interested in this work for obtaining 
a sensible reduction of the present journey, London-Calais-Brindisi, 
which is at present 43 hours 35 minutes for passenger trains, and 
45 hours 39 minutes for the transport of post. 

Meanwhile the arrangements are already made for the transport 
of passenger hageage’ on tke Iialian lines without payment of a 
special ticket, as is already done on other foreign railways. 

From this it may be inferred that the Government is attending 
to this matter and takes deep interest in the improvement of the 
Indo-European postal service across Italy, and in paying special 
attention to pushing forward as quickly as possible the execution 


of projected works at the port of Brindisi. 


PRoGRESS OF THE ROUMANIAN MERCANTILE MARINE. 


A report dated 6th September last has been received at the Foreign 
Office trom H.M. Acting Consul-General at Galatz, stating that s.s. 
“‘ Bucarest,” the second of the merchant steam vessels built by 
Messrs. Napier, of Glasgow, for the Roumanian Government, has 
just arrived in the Danube witha cargo of coal. 

The first steamer, “ Dobrogea,” arrived on 20th July, likewise 
with a cargo of coal, and the third, “Jassy,” was to leave 
Glasgow the latter end of September for the Danube. 

All these vessels are constructed on much the same lines, are 
capable of carrying about 3,500 tons of cargo on a draught of 
20 feet, and are thus eminently adapted for the navigation of 
the Danube. 


} 
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The Roumanian Government with a view of securing outward 
cargoes have entered into a contract with Messrs, A. Muller & 
Co., of Rotterdam, who, as agents of the Roumanian Merchant 
Service, are thereby bound to procure cargo and the highest 
obtainable freights. 

As there is no regular line of British vessels plying between 
Rotterdam and the Danube, this circumstance is hardly likely to 
cause a falling- off in the quantity of general merchandise yearly 
brought to the Danube by Messrs. Johnstone’s vessels coming from 
Liverpool and Antwerp, but at the same time it may tend to open 
up a coal business to the prejudice of the English coal industry, 
for, although the German coal, of which about 30,000 tons were 
imported in the course of last year, was, it is said, found to be 
very inferior to the English, yet the lower price of the former may 
counterbalance this inferiority. 

Besides this new line of merchant steamers between the 
Danube and Rotterdam a passenger boat is being built at Messrs. 
Fairfield’s yard at Glasgow for delivery in Vecember for the 
Roumanian Government. This vessel, the “Carol I,’ is 
being constructed with a view to speed, and is destined 
for the Roumanian service between Constantza (Kustendjie) 
and Alexandria. She is to cost about 72,0002. It is said 
that these vessels will eventually be mannel by bluejackets, 
who will thus acquire an adequate sea training, which it has been 
found impossible to give them on the present vessels comprising 
the Roumanian navy. 


WESTPHALIAN COAL FOR THE ROUMANIAN MERCANTILE 
MARINE. 


A report, dated 9th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Offices from H.M. Acting Consul-General at Galatz, 
stating that the Roumanian Government has recently sanctioned 
the concession to a Westphalian firm, for the delivery of one 
hundred and eighty thousand tons of coal, which will be held in 
depét at Rotterdam for the use of the Roumanian merchant 
service, 


This coal is to be delivered in three years, at a rate of sixty 


thousand tons annually, at a cost of 10°50 francs (about 8s, 5d.) 
per ton free-on-board at Rotterdam. 


THE ANATOLIAN Ratiway. 


A despatch dated September 15th last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. E. F. G. Law, Commercial Attaché to 
H.M. Embassy at Vienna, enclosing memorandum on the Port of 
Derindje, in the Gulf of Ismidt. 

The memorandum states that the terminus of the Anatolian 
Railway is at Haidar Pasha, close to Scutari, in the bay opposite 
the Golden Horn. The water in this bay is not of sufficient 
depth to allow of ocean-going craft approaching the quay, and . 
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consequently grain for export has had to be delivered in barges 
from the railway wharf to the steamers, the trans-shipment 
involving considerable delay, expense, and inconvenience. The 
Anatolian Railway has now constructed a port at Derindje, at the 
head of the Gulf of Ismidt, some eight kilometres west of Ismidt, 
At this port, where there is deep water close in shore, the 
Company has built two large elevators, with the necessary quay 
accommodation, railway sidings, and other conveniences for the 
cheap and easy shipment of the grain brought down by rail from 
the inland provinces of Anatolia. 

At Derindje vessels may lie within 25 metres of the shore, and 
rails are laid to the water's edge, connecting with the main line of 
railway. Two elevators have been built, one on piles on land 
reclaimed from the sea, and the other partially in water on caissons 
filled with cement. The depth of the water alongside is 8 metres, 
Four lines of rails run between these elevators, the distance 
between the buildings being 70 metres. Both buildings are of 
wood, with corrugated iron roofs. Each building is 75°90 metres 
long by 15 metres wide, and has six stories besides cellaring. 
The height of each of the first five stories is 3°10 metres, and of 
the sixth 2°50 metres; the total storing capacity is 12,240 tons, 
Each elevator can take in 50 tons per hour, and load into steamers 
100 tons per hour. The machinery for taking the grain from the 
railway wagons, cleaning, weighing, storing, and loading it into 
the steamers, is driven by two forty-horse-power engines in a 
separate building at the back. The contract for construction was 
taken by a Frankfort firm, and the machinery and most of the 
material used was supplied from Germany. The elevators 
commenced working in February of the current year. 

In thirteen months from January Ist, 1896, the Anatolian 
Railway carried 137,892 tons of grain to Constantinople, including 
53,239 tons of barley, the bulk of which was shipped to England. 
In addition to the great advantages obtained by the arrangement 
of proper facilities for shipping, there is a considerable saving in 
the cost of railway carriage, the distance from the producing 
centres to the port of shipment having been reduced by over fifty 
miles. 


 Brivish v. GERMAN TRADE IN NICARAGUA, 


A Report, dated August 6th last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Managua (Nicaragua), who stateld 
that, on account of the unreliable and scanty statistics available 
in that country, he has endeavoured to personally inspect some of 
the articles imported and compare the position of British goods 
with those of our rivals, though the information is rather meagre. 
With regard to certain articles of import. the following details are 
supplied :— 

Manchester Goods.—These hold their own pretty well, but some 
of the “drills” from Germany are now quite equal to the British, 
and run them very close in prices. 
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Galvanised Sheets and Wire.—This is chiefly imported from 

England, that from Germany and the States being of very inferios 
uality. 

‘Machetes. —The Americans had almost the monopoly of this 

article, but the Germans are capturing the trade. 

The English Machete is of very good steel, but too heavy and 
rough ; the nice polish of the German article takes the men’s fancy, 
and the German steel also seems softer and stands the rough work 
required better. A small English house lately asked for Machetes 
from England of a certain pattern, but could not obtain them, as 
the order was too small, but a German house, offering to make 
as low as 16 dozen, obtained the order, and will obtain any 
more. 

Nails.—These are imported from England, the States, and 
Germany, but the latter is gaining ground. German and English 
prices are about the same, but freights on German direct steamers 
via Cape Horn are lower, and there are no direct English steamers. 
Freight by German steamers from Hamburg costs 50s. per ton, and 
by other routes by which English goods come 603., to 72s. 

Socks.—These are now being brought largely from Germany, the 
same articles were formerly bought in England, but of German 
make, but as under the new “ Act” they came marked “ Made in 
Germany,” the importers applied direct and got the same article, 
minus the English merchants’ commission. 

Trimmings.—Chiefly from Germany ; the same remarks as 
under socks apply to these. 

Paper and Envelopes.—Common kinds, chiefly from Germany ; 
the p»orer classes buy especially a few sheets of paper and enve- 
lopes in a large cover with the merchant’s name on it, and the 
Germans prepare these in smaller lots tha. the English houses are 
willing to do. 

..Candles.—These are now largely made in the country; those 
imported come from Germany, via Holland. 

Beer.—This is largely imported from California, but some 
specialities and very cheap qualities from Hamburg, where they 
make one mixture as low as 11 m. per case of six dozen. 

Shirts come from England and France; prices are about 
equal, the English quality being superior, but the shape of the 
French shirt being preferred. 

Cheap Jewellery and Beads come chiefly from France. 

Woven Underwear mixed comes almost exclusively from 
Germany, the price being cheaper, and the quality more suitable 
for the climate. 

The Consul further remarks, “I regret to say that English 
travellers are uot so good as German; they rarely speak the 
language well, they do not appear to have the same latitude allowed 
them as regards prices and payments, and they do not take 
nearly as much trouble to find out the status and wants of their 
clients as the Germans. Our manufacturers are also deficient ; 
the Germans, in order to get their goods on the market, are willing 
to ascept the very smallest orders for articles which perhaps they 
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have to make specially, and I would call fresh attention to a 
well-known fact, that once a particular mark has got hold of a 
market, it can hold its own for many years against newcomers 
and this is especially the case where purchasers are ignorant, and 
consequently full of prejudices. The effect of the ‘‘ Made in 
Germany ” regulation has so far simply been to induce purchasers 
to sena direct to Germany for what they previously purchased 
through England. 

“German goods are considerably assisted by the lower rates 
ruling in German direct steamers, English goods coming via 
Panama.” 

The Consul concludes his report by stating that the numbers of 
Germans who establish themselves in Central American countries, 
and buy in preference from their own country causes a con- 
siderable increase in German importatious. A good deal might 
perhaps be done by English houses naming good permanent 
agents in the country well supplied with samples and fully 
authorised to accept orders, grant credits and collect debts, &c., on 


com mission. 


CHILIAN COMMERCIAL TREATIES, 


The commercial treaty between Great Britain and Chile 
expired oa May 31st of this year, as also the treaties between 
Chile and France, Germany, and Switzerland, and it is the 
present wish of the Government to make new commercial 
treaties under which the European countries are to agree to 
refrain from claiming to participate, under the most-favoured- 
nation clause, in concessions granted to the Central and 
South American Republics. The object of Chile in taking this 
step, according to the Acting Coasul-General at Valparaiso, was 
to cultivate her relations with the Latin-American Republics, by 
means of reciprocal tariff privileges. This alteration, if carried 
out, will have little, if any, effect upon the trade of Great Britain 
with Chile, or with any other Latin-American Republic thus 
benefited, as the products and manufactures of South America 
have but little in common with those of Great Britain This 
remark applies also to Germany and Switzerland, and the country 
chiefly affected by the change would be France, as there is no 
doubt that her wine trade with South America will feel the com- 
petition from Chile should the latter obtain admission for her 
wines at lower tariffs than those ruling in the various South 
American Republics for French wines.—(Foreign Office Annual 


Series, 1991.) 
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XVIII.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 
SHippING THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL. 


The “Canal de Suez” bulletin recently published tables show- 
ing that the total number of vessels passing through the Canak 
in the month of June last was 249, of a gross tonnage of 910,209 - 
tons. 

Of these 249 vessels, 159 were British, of a gross tonnage of 
601,560 tons; 24 German, 85,056 tons; 17 French, 67,821 tons ; 
18 Dutch, 48,714 tons; 6 Austro-Hungarian, 21,742 tons; 4 
Japanese, 20,037 tons; 3 Russian, 17,486 tons ; 4 Spanish, 16,083. 
tons; 6 [talian, 15,220 tons ; 5 Norwegian, 10,725 tons; 2 Egyp- 
tian, 3,562 tons; and 1 Ottoman, 2,203 tons. 


Tue Bewrast LINEN TRADE. 


According to the report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board, as: 
published in the ‘‘ Irish Textile Journal,” an improved tone was 
fully sustained throughout August, and if anything a better feeling 
existed in the middle of the following month. Prices all round: 
were very firm with upward tendency. 

The spinning end of the trade during the past month showed 
considerable improvement, and, all over, demand was stronger. 

There was not any quotable improvement with Continental: 
markets, but the tendency, no doubt, was in this direction. The 
value of the exports to Germany for August was practically the 
same as in the corresponding month of last year, and in the case of 
France there was a slight improvement. 

Little actual change took place so far as new orders for the 
United States were concerned, but there was a brisk demand for 
existing stocks at the other side. The value of the exports for 
August last was more than 80 per cent. under that of 
August, 1896, but for the eight months there has been an improve-- 
ment this year of over 16 per cent. 

Business with Australia was pretty well sustained, though . 
hardly up to what it was at the same time last year. West Indian 
trade and the South American markets continued very dull. 

For the eight months ended 31st August, the exports of piece 
goods from the United Kingdom shuwed an improvement of 2°8 
per cent. in quantity and in values nearly 1 per cent. compared, 
with the first eight months last year. 


THE BoaRD OF AGRICULTURE. 


Leafiets (Nos. 40-44) have been is3ued recently by the Board 
of Agriculture on the habits of certain birds, viz., the kestrel] 
sparrow-hawk, short-eared owl, titmouse, and common lapwing, 
and on the service or injury done by these birds to farmers’ 
crops, &c. 

Copies of these leaflets can be obtained free of charge and post 
free on application to the Secretary, Board of Agriculture, 4 

F 
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Whitehall Place, London, 8.W. Letters of application so 
addressed need not be stamped. 


THE RoTHAMSTED AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENTS. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “ memoranda 
of the origin, plan, and results of the Field and other Experiments 
conducted on the Farms and in tle Laboratory of Sir John Bennett 
Lawes, Bart., &c., at Rothamsted, Herts,” being a Report to the 
ore Agricultural Trust Committee, by Sir T. Henry Gilbert, 

RS. 
This is the fifty-fourth year of the experiments. 


Kew GARDENS BULLETIN. 


The Board of Trade have received copies of the October 
number of the “ Bulletin of Miscellaneous Information,” issued 
from the Royal Gardens at Kew, and containing an account of the 
Botanic Station at Sierra Leone; Forest products of Sierra Leone; 
Butter and Tallow tree of Sierra Leone ,Ceoffee cultivation at the 
Gold Coast; Botanical enterprise in Wst Africa; and various 
miscellaneous botanical notes. 


ELEcTRIc STREET RAILWAYs IN EvROPE. 


The United States, Consul at Zurich, in a report to his Govern- 
ment, gives some details as to the status of European electric 
street railways in operation on January lst, 1897, and shows the 
progress made in the building of electric railways during 1896. 

The number of lines in operation at the beginning of last year 
has increased from 111 to 150, their total length from 902 to 1,459 
kilometres (542 to 878 miles), uhe capacities of the power stations 
from 25,095 to 47,596 kilos. (Watt), and the number of motor cars 
from 1,747 to 3,160. 

The relatively light increase of lines as compared with the in- 
creased capacity of the power stations and auto-cars shows that the 
development of street railways has principally occurred in the 
largest cities and systems. Germany stands again at the head, 
with a length of 642 kilometres (386 miles) and 1,631 auto-mobile 
wagons, as against a length of 817 kilometres (492 miles), and 
11,469 wagons in all other European countries. 

If, however, the superficial area and the population of the 
different countries are taken into consideration, Switzerland, which 
in regard to the absolute length of lines and number of cars, is 
classed as fifth, with 17 lines, a total length of 79 kilometres (47'5 
miles), and 129 motor cars, stands first in line in the European 
street railway traffic. The following comparative table gives a 


| 


Oct. 1897.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 467 


synopsis of the extension of the electric railways in operation on 
January Ist, 1896 and 1897 :— 


Tota:. engt' 
of Lines. 
Countries. 
1897 1896 
Miles | Miles 
France aan eee ...| 168 79'5 
‘Switzerland ... ane ach avs 28°5 
Servia ... 6 6 
Sweden and Norway 45 45 
Bosnia... . eee eee eee eee 3°5 3 
Netherlands ... 2 2 
Portugal eee 2 
Total ... 878 542 


The overhead wire system is still mostly in use. Out of 150 
lines, 122 use the trolley system exclusively, The subterranean 
conduit system has been introduced lately in several large cities, 
which explains the increase of from 3 to 8 in the past year. 

The number of lines operating a centre rail, and of those with 
accumulator systems, shows little increase, but of late projects are 
in course of maturing on two lines, namely, in Hanover and 
Dresden, whereby a mixed system isto be introduced ; that is, the 
power inside cf these cities is to be supplied from accumulators, 
while for the suburban traffic the trolley or overhead system is to 
be utilised. 


REPORT OF THE FRENCH MINT, 


The Board of Trade has received a copy of the report of the 
Vrench Mint for 1897 (Administration des Monnaies et Mé- 
dailles: Rapport au Ministere des Finances, 1897), according 
to which the total value of the coins struck at the French Mint 
for the year 1896 for France, French Colonies and Protectorates, 
and Foreign Countries, amounted to 239,927,260 francs as 
compared with 158,008,044 in 1895 and 33,345,161 in 1894, 

The value for the first six months of 1897 was 171,430,832 


francs. 
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Imports oF Pic Ilion AND UNWROUGHT STEEL INTO THE 
UniTreD KINGDOM FROM THE UNITED STATEs. 


According to a return received by the Board of Trade from the 
Secretary of Her Majesty’s Customs, the amount of pig iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America during each month from 
January to September, 1897, inclusive, was as follows :— 


| Pig Iron. Steel, Unwrought. 
| Quantity.; Value. | Quantity.{ Value. 
1897. | Tone. £ Tons. £ 

7,733 18,099 :| 6,668 | 32,723 
8.701 | 10,555 2,032 9,906 
8,060 | 18,076 5,802 23,851 
_ 7,024 | 15,479 2,821 16.840 
9,057 | 19,745 2,609 12,070 
| 3,251 | 6,755 1,186 5,641 
5,220 | 10,984 826 1,801 
September 2,199 | 5,255 665 5.518 


Tur TAX In ERANCE. 


The ‘ Bulletin de Statistique” for August last publishes a 
table giving the amount derived from the tax on bicycles in France 
in 1896 for each department separately. The total yield of the tax 
was 3,272,340 francs, and the departments contributing the largest 
amounts were—Seine, 626,917 francs; Seine et Oise, 143,689 
francs; Nord, 100,390 francs; Seine et Marne, 88,682 francs ; 
Seine Inférieure, 82,700 francs; Gironde, 82,283 francs; Marne, 
75,594 francs ; Oise, 71,424 franes ; and Rhone, 67,170 francs. 

The total number of bicycles taxed jin 1896 was 329,816, as 
against 256,084 in 1895 and 203,026 in 1804, 


Tre SILK INDUSTRY IN MADAGASCAR. 


According to a note in “Textile America,” the silk industry is 
still limited in Madagascar, although the mulberry-tree grows 
well in Imerina and has been long known. No one seriously 
occupies himself with its culture, and the few natives who pro- 
duce the silk do not possess the implements nor the knowledge 
necessary to its proper preparation. Hence the inferiority of 
the product both in quality and in quantity. 

Imerina furnishes every year a great quantity of cocoons. The 
worms are especially found in the region of Ambohidratrimo ; they 
are nourished exclusively on the mulberry leaves, and their product 
is used in the manufacture of “lampas’”’ and laces. 

The cocoons yielded by Betsileo surpass in quality those of 
Tmerina. 
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The finished fabric, in both districts, is dyed by a preparation o¢ 
nato-bark dissolved in boiling water has a very good appearance. 

The silk industry employs skilful workmen, and the product 
sells readily to Europeans and Indian merchants. Some young 
workmen have become quite expert in weaving. A few make 
models for reproduction. The value of a piece is proportionate to 
the labour expended and to the beauty of the design. 

According to all reports the Madagascar silk industry, in com- 
petent hands and conducted after the European method, could no¥ 
fail to yield a handsome return on the investment. 


PRODUCTION OF STEEL 1N SPAIN IN 1896. 


The “ Engineering and Mining Journal” states that the pro- 
duction of steel in Spain in 1896 amounted to 104,597 tons, an 
increase of 55 per cent. on the out-turn of the previous year. 
There are now two large Spanish steel works producing Bessemer 
stee!, and two others producing open-hearth steel. The Altos 
Hornos Works at Bilbao possesses two 1-ton Bessemer converters, 
an 11-ton open-hearth furnace, and 14 puddling furnaces. The 
Viscaya Works at Bilbao possesses three 5-ton Robert converters 
and four open-hearth furnaces, two acid and two basic, of 12 tons 
capacity each, together with four puddling furnaces. The Duro 
Company, Asturias, has three open-hearth furnaces and 20 
puddling furnaces, and the Mieres Works has one large open-hearth 
furnace. 


Tue INDUSTRIES OF 


The Belgian Consul at Corfu, in a report to his Government, 
states that native industries have made good progress in this 
island in the last few years. 

Among the establishments enumerat»d are—. manufactory of 
plaving cards, employing 120 workpeople, of whom 100 are girls, 
and capable of turning out 400,000 packs per anuum ; a steam 
factory of wax candles, turning out about 100,000 kilogs. annually, 
and emploving 5U people, of whom 30 are women ; a glove factory, 
founded 15 years ago, furnishing all the gloves for the army, and 
protected by the high duties on foreign gloves; 3 steam flour 
mills, 2 steam soap factories ; <: establishments for the production 
of cognac ; % olive oil refineries; 1 ice manufactory ; manufac- 
tories of cards, straw hats, parasols, and umbrellas, wouden chairs, 
carpets and cotton goods, and a porcelain manufactory, whose chief 
artist is a French painter. All the barrels used in the export of 
wine and oil are made in the island, and there is a considerable 
native production of solid high-class furniture, made, however, of 


wood imported from uther countrivs. 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
(From an American Point of View.) 


The “Iron Age ” states that the United States is now entering 
upon the commercial career long ago seen to be its manifest 
destiny. Hitherto it has been in a formative or preparatory state. 
Its citizens have been engaged in the costly and arduous work of 
developing its natural resources, establishing intercommunication 
diversifying industries, and endeavouring to supply their own 
requirements as far as possible. They bave always raised surplus 
crops, and have helped to feed tke world. They are now in a 
position to turn out more manufactured articles than they need, 
and are assisting to supply the wants of ‘he rest of the world in 
that regard. Unless remarkable and calamitous changes take 
place the United States will from this time be a large seller of alk 
kinds of commodities, raw and manufactured, and a comparatively 
small buyer. This combination will surely make it the richest 
country in the world. No other nation on earth is so well situated 
to become the future workshop of the world. Nowhere else is 
food so abundant and cheap, with manufactures so well esta- 
blished and the finest raw materials so plentiful and accessible. In 
its ability to sustain itself the United States is unique among 
nations. 


TEXTILES IN THE UNITED STATES. 


After several years of great disturbance and irregularity in the 
textile manufactures of the United States, the cotton and woollen 
mills of that country are, according to the “Monetary Times,” of 
Toronto, again getting into something like their former regular 
rate of production. It is possible that while the output of 
American cotton mills was much affected by the depression of 
1894 and 1895, the woollen output has, for the last year or two at 
least, been adversely affected by the uncertainty with respect to 
the tariff on wool. But both industries are, at present, steadily 
improving. 

The average yearly consumption of wool in the United States is 
estimated at almost 500 millions of pounds, while the consumption 
of raw cotton is placed at 1,200 millions of pounds. At least, this. 
is the calculation made by a statistical authority after tabulating 
the imports and domestic production for ten years ended with 
1897. 

The domestic production cf wool in the United States, as. 
estimated bv the National Association, amounted in round 
numbers to 200,000,000 pounds in the first five years of the decade 
1888 to 1897. Then it increased to 333 million pounds in 1893, 
to 348 millions in 1894, since which it has declined to 325 millions, 
294 millions and 272 millions in the last three years respectively. 

Wool imports into the United States, on the other hand, show a 
much more marked increase. According to a recent trade 
circular they did not in 1888 much exceed 113 million pounds 
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in 1892 they had reached 148 millions and in the following year 
172 millions. But in the fiscal year 1894, owing to exceptional 
dulness, they were only 55 million pounds; 1895 witnessed a 
rise of imports to 206 millions; 1896 and the present year to 
231 and 351 millions respectively. 

In no one year under free wool, except 1897, did the foreign 
supplies of wool equal the domestic production, but the present 
year is exceptional in that an unusual stock has been laid in, 
almost enough for two years’ supply. The effect upon domestic 
fleeces of freeing wool from duty is shown by the fact that in 1896 
and 1897 the clothing wools (Class I.) imported exceeded the 
imports of carpet wools or other wools. 


Tonk AMERICAN BicycLE TRADE. 


The “Manufacturer” gives some details of the exports of 


“cycles and parts thereof,” from the Uuited Stites for the 


fiscal years 1895-96 and 1896-97. 

For the fiscal year ending 33th June, 1895, the separate class 
“ eycles and parts of,” did not appear in the statistical reports of 
the United States. The exports of the bicycle were so unim- 
portant that they were grouped with iron and steel and general 
machinery. In 1896 (fiscal year) they attained the dignity of a 
separate classification, and the exports attained a value of 
1,898,012 dols. For the fiscal year 1897, which has just closed, 
the figures rose to 7,005,323 dols, a gain of more than 
5,000,000 dols. The distribution of these exports by countries 
tor the two years will show how the trade is developing. , 


Fiscal Year. Fiscal Year. 
1896. 1897. 

United Kingdom... $613,292 $2,375,675 
France ... 108,414 262,606 
Other Europe... 214,697 1,199,214 
British North America 496,598 730,267 
Mexico ... 24 278 73,117 
Central America 47,781 53,801 
Cuba ... an 5,766 4,016 
Puerto Rico... 7,929 4,120 
Santo Domingo 266 4,908 
Other West Indies and Bermuda ... 19,915 132,607 
Argentina ove 4,065 42,091 
Brazil ., 13,592 29,355 
Other South America... the 13,401 73,507 
China ... 4,669 18,410 
British Australasia... 84,610 692,894 
East Indies, British ... hea ae 2,392 18,326 
Other Asia and Oceanica ... kee 59,834 113,577 

$1,898,012 $7,005,323 


As will be seen from the above table, the most important 
increases are in the exports to the United Kingdom, Germany, 
West Indies, Australasia, and Africa. 
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‘Tar Mintna RESULATIONS CF THE YUKON GOLD ReGIon. 


The “Canada Gazette” for 12th June and 14th August last 
publishes the regulations of the Canadian Government concerning 
placer mining on the Yukon river and its tributaries in the North- 
West Territories, as approved by Order in Council of 21st May 
last. 

The above regulations, which are too leng for publication in 
extenso, may be seen, on application, at the Commercial Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., between 
the hours of 11.0 and 5.0. 


Exports oF [RoN ORE FROM CUBA TO THE UNITED STATES. 


The New York “ Engineering and Mining Journal” states that the 
total shipments of iron ore from Cuba to the United States, from 
the opening of the mines in August, 1884, to the end of December 
1896, were 3,034,504 long tons. This ore was shipped by the 
Juragua Iron Company, the Sigua Iron Company, and the Spanish- 
American Iron Company 

Practically all the Cuban iron ore imported into the United 
States is now received at Philadelphia and Baltimore, although a 
few years ago small quantities were also entered at Perth Amboy. 
Unless the insurrection in Cuba should compel the mines to shut 
down, the total ore shipments for 1897 will probably be consider- 
ably in excess of those of 1896. 

‘The following table shows the amount of iron ore exported from 
Cuba to the United States during the last five years :— 


Long tons 
1892 - - - - - 330,357 
Year 1893 - - - - - 362,685 
ended 1894 - - - 150,439 
June 30th. 1895 - - - - - 386,044 
1896 - 409,833 


TRAVELLING INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The “ Manufacturer ” states that the “Travelling Industrial 
School ” of the Seaboard Air Line has started on its first trip over 
the lines of that company. Instruction is given to farmers as well 
as residents of towns and cities in the best methods of preserving 
fruit, vegetables, etc., in the preparation of dairy products, in do- 
mestic economy generally, and in road-making. The train consists 
of ten cars, nine cf which contain machinery and other apparatus 
for the purposes of the trip. The cars are arranged so that they 
can be opened at the sides and converted into platforms for the 
purpose of displaying the exhibits. Among other articles on the 
train are seeds, ploughs, dairy machinery, fruit-canning machinery- 
road scrapers, and road crushers. 
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THE JALAP OF TAMPICO. 


The Kew Gardens Bulletin for August-September has an in 
teresting note on Tampico jalap, from which it appears that 
ordinary jalap, the “ Purgo macho” of the Mexicans, is widely 
known as a medicinal substance, and the plant (Ipomoea Purga, 
Hayne), with purplish-pink flowers, is met with under cultivation, 
not only in greenhouses in Europe, but to some extent as a field 
crop in the neighbourhood of the cinchona plantations in the 
Nilgiris (Madras), and the Blue Mountains, Jamaica. Tampico 
jalap, on the other hand, which has made its appearance in trade 
of recent years in considerable quantity, is produced by a different 
plant (Ipomoea simulans, Hanbury). It is stated to grow along 
the mountain ranges of the Sierra Gorda, in the neighbourhood of 
St. Louis de la Paz, from which town and the adjacent villages the 
roots are carried to Tampico, and thence shipped abroad. 


THE SAMPLE WAREHOUSE AT CARACAS. 


The ‘“ Manufacturer’’ gives the following information with 
regard to the work to be done by the lately established sample 
warehouse at Caracas, Venezuela. 

1. It will afford a continuous display of samples under condi- 
tions which will ensure careful attention from intending purchasers. 

2. It will serve as headquarters fur representatives of the 
exhibitors who may visit Venezuela for the purpose of selling 
goods or investigating the market. To such representatives the 
facilities of the warehouse will render invaluable assistance in the 
shape of information and advice concerning trade matters. 

3. The warehouse may be made to serve as a Londed storehouse 
for the storage at reasonable costs of goods intended for sale in 
‘Venezuela. 

4. The warehouse management can act as forwarding agent for 
goods held in bond, attending to the entry, payments of freights, 
duties, &c. 

5. For the training of salesmen for work in Venezuela or any 
other of the South American republics, the warehouse will prove 
an admirable school, as it will afford excellent opportunities for 
the study of Spanish-Amenican tiade conditions aud methods of 
doing business. 

6. In the collection of information of value to those who desire 
to do business in Venezuela, the warehouse will be able to render 
service of much importance. It will be within the province of tke 
warehouse management to obtain complete and reliable data upon 
such lines as these :— 

General information regarding the different lines of trae. 

Selling prices of various articles. 

Costs of these goods. 

Where they are purchased. 

Their quality as compared with American goods, 

Import duties in Venezuela. 
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Freight rates to Venezuelan ports. 

How goods should ve packed. 

Quantities imported annually into Venezuela. 

The extent of the possible trade. 

Name of Jeading responsible merchants. 

Reliable information regarding the standing of buyers. 

Other information which experience may suggest. 

Samples of goods sold in Venezuela, catalogues, price lists, 
&c., will be obtained for American manufacturers as well as for 
the use of the warehouse management ard visiting salesmen repre- 
senting exhibitors. 

8. Information regarding new enterprises and business oppor- 
tunities will be carefully obtained and promptly communicated to 
those whom it may interest and who may be entitled to such 
service by their membership in the National Association of Manu- 
facturers or their participation in the exhibition. 


OFrFIcIAL SOUNDINGS OF THE Harpours oF LA GUAYRA AND 
PuERTO CABELLO (VENEZUELA). 


The following particulars as to official soundings in the harbours 
of La Guayra and Puerto Cabello (Venezuela), are given in a report 
by the United States Consul at Maracaibo :-— 

La Guayra.—Soundings made on the last of April, 1897, the 
level being taken at medium tide, measured in English feet from 
south-east to north-west :— 


Quays. | Soundings. 
Feet. | Feet. | Feet. 
No. 4 - 2 - - 24 25 21 


No. 3 - : - - - - - - - . - | 27 80 34 


The quays of Bajo Seco and Cabotaje have the same water, 13 
to 18 feet; Dirsena has the same water, 13} feet. The buoys 
show 21, 23, 26, 30, and 35 feet. Quay No. 1 has lost 3 and 2 feet 
on its south-east end and its centre respectively. Quay No. 3 has 
gained 6 feet on it south-east end, due to the accumulation of mud. 

Puerto Cabello—Soundings taken May 5th, 1897, from east of 
Castello Libertador to the south of the bay : Entrance to harbour, 
54 feet; centre of the canal, 42 feet. Landings at the quay: 
First, 24 feet; second, 24 feet; third, 24 feet; fourth, 24 feet ; 
ay 214 feet. There is a difference of some 134 feet at high 
tide. 


THE PROTECTION o¥ PEARL-OysTER BEDS IN VENEZUELA. 
The United States Consul at Maracaibo, in a report to his 
Government, transmits a translation of a new law in regard to the 


Oct. 1897.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 475 


protection of the pearl-oyster beds along the coast of Venezuela, 
adding that this law, if enforced, will be of great service in pre- 
serving this source of wealth, 

The Consul summarises the regulations as follows:— 

“Collectors of customs at »orts where oyster beds are found shall 
collect information with a view to preparing statistics as to the 
number of beds, their situation, extent, the quantity and quality of 
product, the depth from the surface, the ways employed in gathering 
the pearls, the abuses committed, and other circumstances relating 
to the subject. Monthly reports shall be made to the Department ~ 
of Finance. ‘The fishing of pearls in a way that will tend to the 
extinction of the beds is absolutely prohibited, Each vessel 
epgaged in the trade shall be provided with a licence, issued 
gratis by the collector of customs, but written on paper on which 
stamps to the value of 20 bolivars (about 8:.) shall be ised. The 
license must be renewed annually, and the name and dimencions 
of the vessel, the number of the crew, name of the owner, etc., 
must be stated therein. An inspector will be appointed to see that 
the provisions of the law are complied with. The Department of 
Finance, in view of the reports from the collectors of customs and 
the general inspector, will annually designate thé number of oyster 
beds that can be worked. Licenses will be good only for the 
places specified, and all other beds shall be reserved for six years 
in order to permit the maturing of the pearls. The owners and 
crew of vessels engaged in the work are held responsible for 
infringements of the Jaw. The new smooth shell, known under 
the name of “flor,” shall be returned immediately to the water, as 
it contains no pearls,” 


GERMAN Exports TO BRAZIL. 


According to a report of the United States Consul at Chemnitz, 
Germany's exports to Brazil are declining. In 1895 she sent goods 
worth 75,000,000 marks (38,750,000/.) ; of these, not less than 
36,000,000 marks (1,800,0002.) were in iron wares, cottons, woollens, 
and hosiery. Last year (1896), of cottons, passementerie, and 
hosiery, she sent 21,500 metric centners,* against 31,300 in 1895 ; 
woollen cloths, etc., 6,380 metric centners, as against 10,170 in 
1895 ; woollen hose, 645 metric centners, against 1,755 in 1895; 
wire nails and other iron wares, 79,165 metric centners, ageinst 
101,270 in 1895; guns, rifles, etc., 186 metric centners, ageinst 
4,078 in 1895. These losses are so great that they are not com- 
pensated by the increases in iron rails (178,260 metric centrers 
in 1896, against 95,171 in 1895) ; and iron wires (103,590 metric 
centners, against 89,650 in 1895.) 


Export OF AGRICULTURAL Propvce FROM ARGENTINA. 


The following table, compiled from statistics published in the 
« Review of the River Plate” for August 14th last, shows the 


* Metrc centner = 220 lbs. avoirdupois. 


476 GENEEAL TRADE NOTES. [Oct. 1897. 


total amount of agricultural produce exported from all ports in the 
Argentine Republic during the half-year ended June 30th, 1697, 
as compared with the corresponding periods of 1896 and 1895 :— 


| Six months ended June 30th. 


1897, 1896. 1895. 
Wheat - Tons) 79.464 486,470 915,940 
Mime -.- - - » | 282,411 574,217 121,512 
Linseed » | 159,395 211,91. 231,222 
2 - Bales 323,641 | 321,956 299,999 
- Tons| 26,773 | 26,828 14,605 
Hides - - - - 1,662,789 | 1,265,698 1,228.582 
ae Se - Bales; 420,375 | 422,760 139,849 
Frozen wethers - - - - No. 1,034,703 982,013 868,527 
Live steers - - a 69,310 103,037 43,046 
Live sheep - » | 280,365 305,106 - 298,221 

1 


THE PRODUCTION oF Coca AND COCAINE IN PERU. 


Before the discovery of cocaine and of its valuable properties as 
an anesthetic, the consumption of coca was limited to the demand 
of those provinces in Peru in which mining enterprises were 
situated. Peruvian miners refused to work unless they were 
furnished with coca. The “ Economista,” of Lima, iu an article 
on this subject,says that twenty years ago coca was onJy cultivated 
in afew provinces which were most favoured by reason of climate 
and cheap Jabour. Since then the industry has rapidly develeped. 
In the province of Otuzco, the most important district for the pro- 
duction of coca in Northern Peru, where but small quantities were 
grown a few years ago, it is now a very important crop, both in 
Tespect to quantity and quality. The number of plants is com- 
puted at 2,700,000, and the annual production amounts to 4,700 
quintals. It is worth remarking that most of the plants in this 
prov:nce have not yet attained their full growtb, and that in a 
few years the production will increase probably to 10,000 to 12,000 
quintals. 

The coca is sold by two houses in Truxillo, which dispose of 
the product to the cocaine manufacturers in Lima. As they 
exeicise a sort «f monopoly, the price varies from time to time, 
the Lima manufacturers sometimes being obliged to pay as much 
as 32 sols (one sol equals 2s.) per quintal for raw coca delivered 
free on board at Salaverry. The proprietors of the haciendas of 
Huayobamta and of Cayanchal are planning to establish cocaine 
faciories in the neighbourhood of their own plantations, and the 
competition thus engendered will probably lower the price. 

In order that the coca may be cultivated under the most 
favourable conditions it is necessary that the temperature should 
raiely fall below 24 degrees Centigrade, and it should be about 
30 degrees. As for the altitude of the plantations, they are 
usually situated at a height of 4,000 to 4,000 feet above sea- 
level. There are very few plants grown at a height of 5,000 
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feet, and the coca under these conditions is usually of an inferior 
quality. The quality of the coca varies also according to the 
soil: that obtained from a dry soil is better than that grown 
in damp ground. It is for this reason, for instance, that the: 
coca of Chuquillanqui, though sometimes attaining a height of 
10 feet, does not by any means possess the strength and the 
aroma of that which is grown in other parts of T’eru. The 
shipments of coca from the ports of Huanchaco and Salaverry, 
which so far as the foreign trade is concerned are coincident 
with all Peru, were as follows for the year 1894 and 1895 :— 


Huanchaco, Salaverry. 
Kilos. Kilos. 
1894 736 611,158 
1895 . - 85,716 156,006 


TRADE OF FORMOSA WITH JAPAN, 


The “Japan Weekly Mail” states that the trade of Japan 
witii Formosa was included in the category of trade with China 
up to the end of the war, and it was impossible to obtain a 
separate report. Since the island was annexed to Japan in 1895, 
its trade has .hown remarkable progress. The exports from 
Japan to Formosa in 1895 amounted to 2,973 yen only, 
and imports from the island to 426,050 yen. In 1896, how- 
ever, exports increased to 13,756 yen and imports to 1,301,299 yen, 
making a total of 1,515,056 yen. Compared with the previous 
year, there was an increase of 10,780 yen in exports and of 
875,200 yen in imports. Exports for the first half of this year 
reached 22,600 yen, and the imports are calculated to be not less 
than 1,248,000 yen, the whole trade amounting to 1,271,500 yen 
in value. The following table shows the amount of imports and 
exports from 1895 to the first half of this year inclusive :— 


Exports, Import. 

Year. Yen. Yen. 
1897 (first half)... ae 22,675 1,248,907 


The growth of the trade with Formosa as shown by the above 
figures is, it is said, chiefly due to the increased facilities afforded 
for communication and to the steady increase of immigration from 
Japan, The principal commodities imported from Formosa, since 
1895, and their values, were as follows :— 


1895. 1896, 1897. 
First Half. 

Yen. Yen. Yeo. 
Brown sugar ... 426,050 1,266,925 1,147,814 
White sugar _ 33,214 92,963 


Turmeric (Kyoo)  — 1,160 8,017 
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DEMAND FOR WOOLLEN Goons IN JAPAN. 


The demand for woollen goods in Japan has, according to the 
“ Manufacturer,”’ greatly increased, owing to the growing likiag 
of Japanese women for modern woollen clothing. In 1892 the 
value of woollen goods imported was 3,300,000 yen, and in 1893 
it had risen to 5,970,000 yen, and in 1895 had reached the euor- 
mous amount of 10,380,000 yen. As the demand is still increasing, 
Japan is likely to become in the near future one of the leading 
consumers of woollen manufactured goods. The vast bulk of these 
goods must be imported. Woollen manufacturing in Japan is still 
in its infancy, aud although the sanguine Japanese expect that it 
will soon rival the cotton goods industry, whose products not only 
supply the native demand, but are largely exported, such an event 
is very remote. At present there are but five factories, one of 
which belongs to the State and employs 1,000 workmen, and the 
total annual production is only valued at 600,000 yen. Most of 
the goods imported are from Europe. 


PETROLEUM IN JAPAN, 


According to the “Japan Weekly Mail” the import of petroleum 
into Japan in 1896 amounted in value to 6,331,036 yen. 

Oil, however, is produced in various parts of this country, and 
in some instances the quality is supposed to be hardly inferior to 
that of American oil; in others it surpasses Russian petroleum. 
Yet the import increases year by year for no other reason than that 
the petroleum industry in Japan is carried on with an insignificant 
amount of capital and by most imperfect processes. There are at 
present about two Lundred companies engaged in this branch of 
industry, but, their organisation being meagre, only sixty sets of 
machinery are now employed by them. The kerosene of Sakata, in 
-Yechigo, is renowned for its superiority to the American production, 
while that of Sagara, in Enshiu, is scarcely inferior to the oil 
imporied from Jiussia. The application of a proper amount of 
capital, under tlhe management of competent engineers, would not, 
it is alleged, fail to produce considerable profits, and success in 
this enterprise would virtually amount to an extraordinary addition 
to the resources of the State. 


Tae TrRapDE or YOKOHAMA IN 1897. 


Yokohama, according to the “Japan Mail,” is fully maintaining 
its reputation as the leading port of the Empire. A year or two 
ago it seemed as though Kobe would wrest the palm of business 
activity frcem the old port, but the returns for the past eighteen 
months disclose the fact that these anticipations are not yet 
realised. The trade of Yokohama for the first half of this year 
shows an increase of four times over and above the figures for 
the corresponding period of last year. The following table show- 
ing the trade of the port for the first six months of 1897 as 
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compared with a similar period of 1896 is compiled from Customs 


returns : 
1sb half lst half Increase. 


Exports. 1897. 1896. 
Yen. Yen. Yen. 
ess 341,517 153,180 188,337 
Habutae 6,985,806 2,463 269 4,522,587 
Wheat straw braids ..........06... 1,142,724 458,752 683,972 


Taz LAnp TRADE OF SIND AND BritisH BALUCHISTAN. 


From a return issued by the India Otfice it appears that the 
total value of the external land trade of the Province of Sind and 
of British Baluchistan with countries external to Bristish India 
and British Baluchistan, viz., Afghanistan and Baluchistan, during 
the official year 1896-97, as compared with the previous year was 
as follows : 


1896-97. 1895-96. 
Imports - Rs.58,66,298 58,36,268 
Exports - - - Rs.34,78,344 38,17,258 


There is an increase of Rs. 30,030, oc ‘51 per cent., in the value of 
the import trade, as compared with the year 1895-96, when it 
amounted to Rs.58,36,268, against Rs.58,66,298 ia the past official 
year. The trade improved in animals, drugs, spices, tobacco, and 
wool, raw and manufactured. There is, however, a decline in 
the imports of horses, ponies, and mules, sheep and goats, dyes, 
fruit and nuts, wheat, iron, ghi, provisions, and mustard and rape- 
seeds. The value of the export traffic has been reduced to 
Rs.34,78,344 from Rs.38,17,258 in the year 1895-96—that is to 
say, by Rs.3,38,914, or 8°88 per cent. 

The falling off is noticeable chiefly in coal and coke, cotton piece 
goods, indigo, gunny bags, fruits and nuts, wines, and foreign tea, 
In ammunition, drugs, rice, provisions, spices, sugar, Indian tea, 
tobacco, and wool, raw and manufactured, the trade improved. 


THE TRADE OF CANADA FOR 1896-1897. 


The Board of Trade have received the Quarterly Report of the 
Department of Trade and Commerce of Canada to the 30th June, 
1897, giving statistics for the year ending on the above date. 
From this report it appears that the total revenue for the 
year amounted to 36,872,170 dols., as compared with 35,659,775 
dols. for 1895-96. The expenditure for the year 1896-97 
amounted to 31,237,458 dols., as against 30,557,274 dols. for 
1895-96. Withregard to the trade for 1896-97, the value of the 
imports of dutiable goods was 66,242,150 dols.(on which duties 
amounting to 19,874,891 dols. were paid), as compared with 
67,250,775 dols. in 1895-6. The imports of free yoods were 
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valued at 40,473,055 dols., as against 38,111,743 dols. in 1895-6, 
and of coin and bullion 4,665,572 dols., as compared with 5,225,195 
dols. in 1895-96. The total value of the imports for 1896-97 was 
thus 111,380,777 dols., as against 110,587,713 dols. for 1895-96. 
The total exports for 1896-97 were valued at 134,113,979; dols., as 
compared with 118,140,504 dols. for 1895-96. 


All the above figures are stated to be subject to revision. 


4 


POPULATION oF HONG-KONG. 


The “ Straits Times” says that the official report on the census 
Hong-Kong, taken last year, has been published. The special 
object of the census was to discover, if possible, in what way the 
population of Victoria had been affected by the sanitary measures 
occasioned by the plague in 1894, such as the resumption of 
Taipingshan, the closing of basements, the removal of cpcklofts, 
and the enforcement of the laws against overcrowding. The 
returns show an increase of the Chinese population to 201,528 
from 178,960 in 1891. Exclusive of the mercantile marine, the 
European and American population rose from 4,555 in 1891 to 
5,532 in 1896. The members of races other than European, 
American, and Chinese, have increased in number from 1,439 to 


2,502, 


Tue BicycLE TRADE oF NEw SoutH WALEs. 


The United States Consul at Sydney, in a report to his Govern- 
ment, states that there are practically no bicycles made in 
Australasia, so they are imported from the United Kingdom, 
United States, Canada, and a few from France and Germany. 

The introduction into Australia in the eighties of the “ ordinary ” 
bicycle, really marked the beginning of the era when bicycles were 
first imported in appreciable numbers. The “ ordinaries”’ became 
more numerous each year, until the season of 1889-90, whe the 
“ safety,’ or chain, bicycle made its appearance, since whichntime 
imports have increased very rapidly. Fully 300 .machines were 
imported into Sydney in 1890 ; the following year the number rose 
to 700, and in 1892,to 1,000. The use of the pneumatic tyre gave 
an additional impetus to the trade, and in 1893, the imports were 
1,500 ; in 1894, 3,000 ; and in 1896, quite 6,500. American wheels 
were not imported until early in 1896, since which time they have 
come in large and increasing numbers. 

As bicycles are admitted free of duty, there are none in bond in 
Sydney, but the number “ warehoused” is approximately 3,000 
and the number in stock 2,000. The proportion of American 
wheels at present is about 33 per cent. of the whole. 

Until last year not more than 5 per cent of the machines 
imported were ladies’ wheels, but the proportion of the present 
stock has been raised to 10 per cent. All the leading American and 
English manufactories are represented in Sydney—thirty in all. 
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There is but one wholesale dealer (who, however, carries on a 
retail business as well), though several of the larger importing 
houses carry on a semi-wholesale business. These have also 
established brauches of their agencies in the principal country 
— The number of retail dealers in the metropolis is about 

y. 


THE PRopucTION oF OpaLs IN NEw SovutH WALES. 


The White Cliffs opal-field in New South Wales, according to 
the “ Engineering and Mining Journal,” made very satisfactory 
progress in 1896. The principal gem merchants in Europe have 
now agents on the field for the purchase of opal, which is a great 
convenience to the miners. At the present time there are 400 
miners on the field, and all the claims are being fully worked. 
Some difficulty is experienced in obtaining complete returns from 
the men, but from information obtained from the buyers the value 
of the output in 1896 was estimated at 25,0007. 


THe TRADE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the report of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Fremantle (Western Australia), contain- 
ing, amongst other items of interest, statistics of the trade of the 
whole colony. From these it appears that the imports into 
Western Australia for 1896 amounted in valueto 6,493,557/. as 
against 1,391,109/. in 1892. The exports for 1896 were valued at 
1,650,2261. as compared with 882,148/. in 1892. 

The staple exports are gold, timber, sandalwood, pearl shell, 
and wool. 

The following table shows the value of gold exported from 
Western Australia in the last 5 years :— 


£ 
1894... ‘ne vee ... 787,099 
1897 (six months) 1,008,254 


Thus for the first 6 months of 1897 the gold export has amounted 
to nearly the whole of that of the preceding year. The export of 
timber for 1896 was valued at 116,420/. and of wool for the same 
period at 267,506/. 


REVENUE RETURNS OF COLONY. 


A communication, dated 27th September last, has been received 
from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing copy 
of the “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette,’ containing 
comparative statements from which it appears that the total 
unaudited revenue including railway receipts in the month of 
July last was 637,9097, as compared with €01,724/. in July, 

G 


1896. 
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1. Statistical Abstract for the United Kingdom in each 
of the last fifteen years from 1882 to 1896. Forty-fourth 
Number (C. 8604). Price 1s. 1d. 


This is the forty-fourth number of this well-known abstract, 
which is issued annually by the Commercial Labour and Statistical 
Department of the Board of Trade. It gives the usual information 
with regard to the revenue, trade, shipping, agriculture, railways, 
etc., of the United Kingdom for a series of years, the figures in 
each case, except with regard to revenue, being carried down to the 
end of the year 1896. In the case of the revenue the information 
is carried down to the 31st March, 1897. 


2. Fortieth Report of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Inland Revenue for the year ended 31st March, 1897 (C.8548) 
Price 1s. 6d. 


This is the Annual Report of the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue. 
The Commissioners state that the gross receipt of 

Inland Revenue Duties, &c., in 1896-97 was - £74,587,746 
Deduct—Allowances, drawbacks, and repayments - 1,773,584 


Total net receiptof duties - - - - - 72,814,16z 
as follows :— 

Othe Exchequer- - - «+ 64,819,141 

To the Local Taxation Account - - ae ae - - 7,995,021 


The gross receipt of Inland Revenue Duties, &c. (74,587,746/. 
includes duties collected by other Departments on behalf of the 
Inland Revenue, amounting to 8,100,8561., also fines and penalties 
recovered iu connection with Local Taxation Licences. 

The amount collected by the Inland Revenue for other Depart- 
ments was 3,621,286. 

The total net receipt of Inland Revenue Duties (72,814,1621.) 
exhibits an increase of 1,300,506]. over the net receipt of the 
preceding year*, made up as follows :— 


Increases : £ £ 
Excise - - - - - - - - 697,998 
Taxes - - - - - 840,627 
1,538,625 
Less Decreases : 
Death Duties, including Corporation Duty - - - 210,334 
— 238,119 
Total Net Increase- . - - - . - - £1,300,506 


* The net receipt for 1895-96 was 71,513,6561., inclusive of 6,8461., representing 
tines and penalties recovered in connection with Local Taxation Licenses. 


£72,814,162 
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Of this increase, 522,663/. was assigned to the Exchequer, aud 
777,8431. to the Local Taxation account. 

The cost of collection was 2,040,500/., equal to 2°94 per cent. of 
the gross amount of duties, &c. collected by officers of this 
Department. 

3. Report of the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries on the Sea and 
Inland Fisheries of Ireland for 1896. (C. 8628). Price 1s. 1d. 

This is the annual report of the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries, 
In it the Inspectors state that 6,553 vessels and boats were 
actually engaged in the sea fisheries in 1896, as compared with 
6,551 in 1895. This shows an increase of two. There was an 
increase of 103 amongst the 2nd, but a decrease of 101 amongst 
the 3rd class boats. The returns frou the Guidore Division showed 
a falling off of over 100 boats, principally among the 3rd class, 
The Divisional Officer of Coastguard, having been asked for an 
explanation, replied as follows :— 

“ The returns forwarded this year are correct. It has been the 
custom for the owners to bring their registers to be signed, but 
this year I instructed the officers to make a personal and 
exhaustive inspection, and to see all the boats which were. 
registered, consequently a great number of the boats are not used. 
for fishing, they are used for marketing and carrying turf, others 
have been broken up or worn out. There are nearly the same- 
numbers of boats as last year, but they are not used for fishing, 
neither have they been for a number of years. 

Those boats which are not used for fishing have had their 
registers cancelled.” 

There were 23,997 men and 1,167 boys employed, showing an 
increase on the previous year of 227 men, and a decrease of 158 
oys. Of the vessels 380 were Ist class, 2,841 2nd class, and 
3,332 3rd class. 

Although no considerable variation in the number of vessels 
men and boys employed has taken place for a number of years, 
the value of the gear used has greatly increased. 

There were 38 Ist class, 377 2nd class, and 440 3rd class boats, 
that did not fish during the year. The reasons given are various, 
the following being typical :— “No crew,” “laid up,” “owner 
employed otherwise,” “used for pleasure,” “not in repair,” “in 
carrying trade,” “tender to lightship,” “broken up,” “ registers 
cancelled during year,” ‘‘ gave up fishing,” “no gear,” “crew in 
other boats.” 

Twenty-five first-class boats from Arklow attended the Scotch 
Herring Fishery. 

With regard to the quantity of fish landed the Inspectors state 
that, according to the return received from those places around 
Ireland from which it has been possible to obtain information, the 
total value of the sea fish (excluding salmon) landed in Ireland in 
1896 was 368,805/., as compared with 331,755/. in 1895. 

_No statistics of the total amount of salmon captured can be 
given; but it is estimated that the value of the quantity exported 
to nine of.the principal English markets was 383,394/. 
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Of the Pollen caught in Lough Neagh that exported is estimated 


to value 4,096/. 
The improvement in the Irish Herring fisheries, which was 


referred to in last year’s report, continued during 1896, so that our 
present report shows an increase of over 3,650 tons of herrings 
landed, with an increase in money value of about 18,350/. 

On the west coast where the capture in 1896 was tetween two 
or three times as great as in 1895, the improvement is most 
marked. There was also a large increase on the east coast, while 
the fishing on the south showed a slight falling off. 

The amount of mackerel captured on the Irish Coast in the 
spring was about 10,900 tons, the value of which to the fishermen 
was about 77,9447. This shows an increase on the previous year 
of about 2,800 tons, and of over 7,000/. The above figures do not 
include the mackerel captured by about 93 French boats, as their 
catches are landed in France. 

The autumn fishing in 1896 far surpassed any year since the 
commencement of the curing industry, the take of mackerel being 
more than double what it was in 1895, and the number of barrels, 
—viz., 75,375—cured for the American trade being over one-third 
greater than ever before. A large portion of the fish was sent 
fresh to home markets, and the total amount paid to the fishermen 
was about 82,000/., while the wages earned by the men, women, 
and children employed at splitting and salting is estimated at an 
additional sum of 20,0001. 

With regard to shell-fish landed, the Inspectors make the 
following statement :— 

' Oysters——The value of those lifted (in the returns for 1896) 
was 8,200/., as against 8,203/. in 1895. 

Lobsters.—The value of those in the returns for 1896 was 
28,000/., as compared with 29,760/. in 1895. 

Crabs.—tThe value of those in the returns for 1896 was 2,700. 
as against 2,583/. in 1895. 

Other Shell-Fish.—The value of those in the returns for 1896 

10,6981., as against 16,264/. in 1895. 

The total value of the shell-tish as furnished in the returns for 
1896 is estimated at 49,598/., as against 56,810/. in 1896. 

4. General Report to the Board of Trade in regard to the 
Share and Loan Capital, Traffic in Passengers and Goods and 
the Working Expenditure and Net Profits from Railway Working 
of the Railway Companies of the United Kingdom for the year 
.896 (C. 8,603). Price 4d. 

This is the annual report issued by the Board of Trade which 
sums up the returns or capital and traffic, made to the Board by 
the various railway companies under the Regulation of Railways 
Act, 1891. 

The report states that at the conclusion of the Report on Capital, 
Traffic, etc., of the Railway Companies of the United Kingdom for 
1895, it was observed that there seemed every reason at the time 
at which that report was written to expect that when the “ Rail- 

way Returns” for 1896 came to be made up they would show even 
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more satisfactory results than those which appeared from the 
returns of 1895. It did not require much foresight at that period, 
having regard to the general improvement in railway and other 
business which had for some time been in progress, to arrive at 
the conclusion stated, but it is none the less satisfactory to find 
that the forecast has been justified by events. In submitting the 
report fori896, it isobserved that thereturnsupon which commentis 
made show that more business was done and more revenue earned 
in 1896 than in 1895, and that while the working expenses also 
increased they did not increase out of proportion to the increase 
in business and receipts. Asa consequence the returns show a 
very substantial increase in the net earnings of the companies for 
last year, amounting to about double the increase which occurred 
in 1895 over 1594, and also an appreciable improvement in the 
percentage retuin on the capital invested. 

The usual statistical tables computed from the general returns 
are appended to the report. 

5. General Report to the Board of Trade upon the Accidents 
that have occurred on the Railways of the United Kingdom 
during the year 1896 (C. 8632). Price 3d. 

This is the general report of the Board of Trade on the accidents 
and collisions that have occurred in the working of the railways of 
the United Kingdom during the year 1896. It is stated to be 


founded principally on returns made by the railway com panies. 
themselves under the Act 34 and 35 Vict. c. 78., section 6, as. 
well as on the reports upon certain accidents and collisions, made. 
after enquiry into the matter by the officers of tre Railway- 


Department of the Board of Trade. 


The following table shows the number of persons reported to. 


the Board of Trade as having been killed and injured from all 
causes in the working of railways during the year, 


Killed. Injured. 
Passengers :— 
From accidents to trains, rolling stock, permanent 

way, etc. - - - - - - - - 5 38k - 
By accidents from other causes, including accidents 

from their own want of caution or misconduct = - 88 1,198- 

Servants of Companies or Contractcrs* :— 
From accidents to trains, rolling stock, permanent 

way, etc. - - - - . - - - 3 153 
By accidents from other causes, including accidents! 

from their own want of caution or misconduct -| 444 3,833 

Other Persons :— | 
From accidents to trains, rolling stock, permanent! 

Whilst passing over railways at level crossings -| 51 27 
Trespassers - - - - - -| 261 110 
114 27 
Persons on business at stations and sidings —- - 33 122 
Miscellaneous, not included in any of the above -| 9 12 

Total - - - - - - -| 1,008 5,877 


*Of Contractors’ servants 14 were killed and 27 injured. 


| 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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It must be remembered that, under the head of injuries, in the 
case of passengers, all injuries, however slight, are included, while 
in the case of servants of the companies only those accidents 
which prevent the servant injured from beirg employed for five 
hours on his ordinary work on any one of the three working days 

_ next after the accident are required to be reported. 

In addition to the above, the companies have returned 
85 persons killed and 11,002 injured from accideut that occurred 
on their premises, but which were not connected with the move- 
ment of railway vehicles. Thus the total number of personal 
accidents reported to the Board of Trade by the railway com- 
panies during the 12 months amounts to 1,093 persons killed and 
16,879 injured. 

‘The total number of passenger-journeys, exclusive of journeys 
by season-ticket holders, was 980,339,677 for the year 1896, or 
50,568,768 more than in the previous year. Calculated on these 
figures, the proportions of passengers killed and injured during the 
year 1896 were 1 in 10,541,287 killed, and 1 in 618,121 injured. 
In 1895 the proportions were 1 in 11,202,059 killed, and 1 in 
838,387 injured. 

6. Correspondence respecting the termination of the Commer- 
cial Treaties between Great Britain and Belgwm and Great 
Britain and Germany, Commercial No. 7, 1897 (C. 8,442). 
Price 1d. 

This paper contains the correspondence which has passed between 
the Foreign Office and Her Majesty’s representatives at Brussels 
and at Berlin with reference to the termination of the Treaties of 
Commerce and Navigation between Great Britain and Belgium, 
signed July 23rd, 1862, and between Great Britain and the 
Zollverein, signed May 30th, 1865. Both Treaties will terminate 
at the end of July, 1898. ~ 

7. Metropolitan Water Companies. Return of the Accounts 
as they are respectively made up of the Metropolitan Water 
Companies to the 30th day of September and the 31st day of 
December, 1896 (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper 
No. 370. of 1896), 366. Price 24d. 

The present return is issued under the direction of the Local 
Government Board, and gives the accounts of the various Metro- 
politan Water Companies between the above dates. The water 
companies, whose accounts are dealt with as follows :—Chelsea 
Waterworks Company, East London Waterworks Company, Grand 
Junction Waterworks Company, Kent Waterworks Company, 
Lambeth Waterworks Company, New River Company, Southwark 
and Vauxhall Water Company, West Middlesex Waterworks 
Company. 

8. Lighthouses, etc. (Local Inspections). Copies of Reports to 
the Board of Trade by the Trinity House of Deptford Strond, 
the Commissioners of Northern Lighthouses, and the Commis- 
sioners of Irish Lights, of their Inspection of Local Light- 
houses, Buoys and Beacons (in continuation of Parliamenta ry 
Paper, No. 81, of Session, 1896), 310. Price 24d. 
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This is a paper presented pursuant to the 652nd section of the 
Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, and prepared by the Board of 

vade. It gives the names of the various lights, etc., inspected in 
1896, the date of visit, the Local Authority, the character of the 
light, together with its height above water, the source of light, and 
the condition in which the establishment generally was found, 
together with remarks thereon. 

9. Merchandise Marks Report. 346. Price 3s. 

This is the report of the Select Committee on Merchandise Marks 
appointed by the House of Commons on the 28th of January, 1897, 
to enquire into the effects and operation of the Merchandise 
Marks Act, 1887, and into the subject of Merchandise Marks 
yenerally. 

The return also includes the proceedings of the committee, 
cogether with Minutes of Evidence, Appendix and Index. 

The committe iu their report state that they are satisfied that 
the operation of the Merchandise Marks Act of 1887 has been on 
the whole beneficial. 

There is abundant evidence that it has, to a great extent, stopped 
the fradulent practices against which it was directed. The effect 
of those portions of the Act referring to the imitation of proprietary 
trade marks and false trade descriptions has been especially bene- 
ficial. The establishment and observance of higher standards of 
honesty has tended to inspire confidence in the accuracy of the 
marks placed upon British goods, and to enlarge to that extent, 
and give stability to, the trade of British merchants and manufac- 
turers. Notwithstanding, therefore, that the competition of 
improperly marked foreign goods is still in some cases injurious, 
and that merchandise marks legislation has made little progress 
outside the United Kingdom, India, andthe British Colonies, the 
balance of the evidence is in favour of retaining the greater portion 
of the Act. 

10. Engagement and Discharge of Seamen Abroad (C. 8578) 
Price 1s. 6d. 

This is the report of a committee appointed by the President of the 
Board of Trade on July 30th, 1896, toinquire into the conditions 
under which British seamen are engaged and discharged at the 
Consular Offices in those ports on the Continent which are withir. 
the Home Trade limits. 

The present return contains minutes of evidence, appendices and 
analysis of evidence taken before the committee at their sittings 
from November, 1896, to February, 1897, together with a list of 
the witnesses examined. 

11. Mines and Quarries. Mineral Statistics of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, with the Jsle of Man, 
for the year 1896 (C. 8,564). Price 1s. 9d. 

This is an annual statement prepared by the direction of the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department. In the introduction 
it is stated that the present volume contaius wn account of the 
quantity and value of the minerals obtained frowm mines, quarries, 
brineworks, &c., inthe Unite? KingJom. In an appendix is shown 
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the production of mineral3 in the British Colonies and Possessions 
compiled from official reports. 

The sources from which minerals are obtained in the United 
Kingdom are classed under five heads :— 

]. Mines under the Coal Mines Regulation Act. 

2. Mines under the Metalliferous Mines Regulation Act. 

3. Quarries more than 20 feet deep which are now under the 
Quarries Act. 

4. Quarries less than 20 feet deep which are not under the 
Quarries Act. 

5. Brineworks. 

A Return has to be sent annually from every mine, and from 
every quarry more than 20 feet deep, to the Inspector fur the 
district, specifying the quantity of mineral obtained. The 
statistics are prepared from these statutory returns. 

The Coal Mines Act prohibits the publication of any individual? 
return without the consent of the person making it, or of the 
owner of the mine to which it relates ; Lut the aggregate results 
of these returns may be published with respect to any particular 
county, or any Jarge portion of a county or Inspector’s district. 

The Metalliferous Mines Act does uot contain any sestriction 
concerning the publication of individual returns, and the details 
relating to each mine are given in almost every instance. In the 
ease of metallic ores the owners frequently furnish the inspector 
with results of the assays which enable the quantity of metal 
obtainable by smelting to be calculated. 

The Quarries Act is identical with the Metalliferous Mines. 
Act so far as the annual returns are concerned, but the number of 
separate quarries is so great that the individual returns could not 
be published without enormously increasing the size of the book. 
For this reason it has been thought desirable to publish only the 
totals for counties. 

Statistics relating to persons employed in mines and quarries, 
and to accidents, are published in the annual ‘ Summaries of 
Statistics of Mines and Minerals,” the annual Report of the 
Inspectors of Miues, and the “ Annual General Report.” 

Except in the case of iron ore and a few less important sub- 
stances, the present volume contains no account of minerals raised 


. from quarries less than 20 feet Ceep. It is true that the amount 


of clay, brick-earth, sand and gravel so obtained must be large, but 
without further statutory powers no accurate account of the quantity 
and value can be given. Thanks to the courtesy of the owners 
who have furnished returns voluntarily, accurate statistics of the 
output of the shallow ironstone quarries of the Midlands have been 
secured, and in like manner the output of salt from brineworks has 
been calculated. 

The exports and imports of each of the principal minerals, 
furnished by the Board of Customs, are given after the tables of 
production, and in several cases information as to distribution, 
supplied by railway and navigation companies, is added. 
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XX.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF CHAM- 
BERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bradford .—A meeting of the Council cf this Chamber was held 
on September 29th last, the president, Mr. Henry Sutcliffe in the 
chair. The chief subject of discussion was the meeting of the 
Associated Chambers, with special reference to commercial 
education. At the conclusion of a protracted discussion, one of the 
members, Mr. Ephraimson, said that foreign languages should 
receive special attention. It was not so much of importance that 
the boy should know his Rousseau from beginning to end, but he 
must know French, German, Italian and Spanish. That would be 
useful in Bradford, but in Hull the Norwegian language wou'd be 
amongst those wanted. Other subjects which should be taught 
were commercial bouk-keeping, commercial history, commercial 
chemistry, commercial arithmetic, and commercial exchange, all 
with a view to commercial pursuits. These were far more valuable 
than arithmetic, algebra, and kindred subjects taught in the ordinary 
way. Then letter correspondence in foreign languages shou!d be 
taught, book-keeping, perhaps auditing, and other things which 
had helped to make foreign countries our successtul competitors, 
and which were helping them now to take away part of our trade. 
That was what he called commercial education, and he moved 
that at the next meeting of the Council a committee be appointed, 
with power to add to their number, to form ascheme of com- 
mercial education, which should be urgently pressed upon the 
attention of suitable authorities. 

After some conversation it was understood that the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee would deal with the matter in the 
usual course. 

Bristol.—The ordinary monthly council meeting of this chamber 
was held on September 22nd last, Mr. J. Holman, presidert, in 
the chair. The following resolution, having reference to the 
metric system, was proposed and carried unanimously :— 

“ That this council is deeply sensible of the advantages which 
would be secured to trade and commerce by the early adoption of 
the metric system of weights and measures by this country, and 
followiog the recommendation of the First Lord of the Treasury 
and the [resident of the Board of ‘I'rade to encourage the feeling 
favourable to the change amongst the masses of the people, resolves 
to raise a sum not exceeding 25/., to be expeaded in promoting 
the study of the metric system, and its advantages in the elementary 
schools of Bristol.” 

A communication was read from the Liverpool Chamber of 
Commerce upon the question of trustees’ investment powers, where- 
upon Mr. Lee moved, the president seconded, and it was resolved :— 
“That it is desirable that a Bill should be brought in by her 
Majesty’s Government for the purpose of extending trustees’ powers 
of investment, and that a memorial embodying this resolution be 


t 
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| 
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forwarded to the Lord Chancellor, based upon the recommendation 
of the Liverpool Chamber.” 2 

Dundee.—A meeting of this Chamber was held on the 
29th September last, Mr. W. R. H. Valentine in the chair. The 
chairman stated that Mr. Keiller was the only representative from 
the Dundee Chamber able to be present at the meeting of the 
Associated Chambers, at Middlesborough, and he had given him 
some notes of what had taken place. From among them he found 
on one question they had before them in Dundee they had come 
to a different conclusion. That was on the proposal by the Board 
of Trade to send out a Cummission to Central and South America 
for the purpose of exploring markets and aiding British trade. In 
some trades it might be beneficial to have information published 
in this way, but in the Dundee trade the merchants consulted were 
agreed that they preferred to find the information they needed by 
their owa agents. The Associated Chambers.also passed a reso- 
lusion in favour of a uniform penny postage within the British 
Empire, as had been the practice for some time with their soldiers 
and sailors. They were encouraged in this by the fact that the 
Government had moved the Postal Union to reduce the rate of 
internativnal postage from 2$d. to 2d, and had provided in the 
estimates a sum of 110,000/. to cover this country’s share of the 
reduction. The Postal Unicn did not agree to this; but allowed 
any two countries in a position to communicate directly to 


modify the rate at their mutual expense. That proviso would 


cover our intercourse with India and the Colonies, and the cost of 
reduction to one penny would only amount to about 62,0001. 
Other subjects under discussion comprised the Water Question 
and Telephoue Rates. 

Liverpool.—A meeting of the Committee of the African Trade 
Section of this Chamber was held on the 9th October, Mr. Arthur 
L. Jones in the chair. 

The Bill, intituled “an ordinance to regulate the administration 
of public land and to detiue vertaiu interests therein, and to 
constitute a concessions court,’ which has been amended recently 
by the Legislative Council of the Gold Coast, and in respect to 
which Mr. Chamberlain has asked for the observations of the 
committee, was considered. Mr. W. F. Morecroft, solicitor to the 
Taquah and Aborro Goldmining Companies, and Mr. Charles 
Maclver attended to represent certain interests on the Gold Coast. 
Letters were also read from Messrs. Swanzy & Co., London, and 
Mr. H. B. W. Russell, expressing their views in regard to the 
Bill and its further amendment. Section 52 of the bill, which 
deals with rents and royalties on laud and produce, was specially 
considered, and it was unanimously agreed that the power given 
to the Governor in Council to levy a royalty not exceeding 24 per 
cent. on the gross value of all gold, precious stones, other minerals, 
timber, rubber, and other produce gotten out of the land was 
likely to result in a heavy and prohibitive burden being placed 
on mining companies and traders. The committee resolved 
t® recommend that it should be enacted that the 
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royalty should not exceed 1 per cent. on the gross value on gold 
timber for export, ete., aud that the royalty should be in lieu of 
rent. It was also agreed to represent that concessions that have 
been registered twelve years or longer should be recognised as 
valid. A sub-committee, consisting of the chairman and Messrs. 
Maclver, Capel, and Radcliffe, was appointed to consider the Bill 
in detail, and to decide upon any further points to which it ap- 
peared desirable to direct the attention of the Secretary for the 
Colonies. 

A letter from the Foreign Office was read handing a copy of a 
despatch from the British Ambassador at Paris, relating to the 
new Customs Tariff for the French Ivory Coast, and siyiog that 
the list of articles mentioned specially has been cunsiderably 
increased, and the duties decreased by about 50 per cent. 

A letter was received from the curator at the Botanical Station, 
Lagos, acknowledging rezeipt of jute seed, and saying that the 
seed, together with instructions for its cultivation, had been widely 
distributed to people who had promised to grow it experimentally, 
and that the curator had reason to believe that jute could be grown 
in the district with good results. Samples of Bobolo fibre and raphia 
were forwarded by the curator, and the form-r had been valued at 
from 7/. to 101. per ton. 

Manchester.—A meeting of the Board of Directors was held on 
the 29th September, Mr. W. H. Holland, president, in the chair, 
The minutes of the India, China, and Colonial Committee showed 
that the question of the recent increase in the valuations of cotton 
goods for import duty in Ceylon had been under consideration. 
The effect of this change had been to add greatly to the amount 
of the duty. Correspondence had taken place between the 
Chamber and the Colonial Office on this subject, as a result of 
which a report upon it from the Governor of Ceylon had been 
forwarded to the Chamber. From this it appeared that the change 
of valuation was imperative, but that a reduction of the rate of 
duty to 4 per cent, was possible, which would largely counteract 
the consequence of the augmented valuations. Ic was resolved, 
on the recommendation of the Committee, that a letter sliould be 
addressed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies urging that 
the contemplated reduction should be made without delay. 
Other subjects under consideration comprised Shipping Combina- 
tions, the Centenary Commemoration, the Board of Trade Com- 
mercial L[nutelligence Committee, Congestion of Traffic at the 
Constantinople Uustom House, the Adulteration of Rubber and 
Kernels at Lagos, ete. 

North Staffordshire—A monthly meeting of the North 
Staffordshire Chamber of Commerce was recently held at the 
Town-hall, Hanley, the Vice-Chairman (Mr. E. V. Greatbach) 
presiding. 

At a meeting of the Railway Rates Committee held on 
August 24th, the Chairman (Mr. 8. W. Wheatley) reported that 
the deputation had been unable to arrange with Mr. Phillipps the 
terms of compro.nise set out ia the minutes of the last meeting, 
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and that the utmost they had been able to obtain from him were 
the terms contained in a draft agreement between his firm and the 
company, which provided that the latter should kt from year 
to year one of the sidings to his firm, or a private siding, subject 
to three calendar months’ notice and that whilst such agreement 
was in force his firm should be deemed to be owners of private 
sidings, and entitled to privileges and conditions similar to those 
given by the company to the owners of other private sidings 
adjoining their railways. 

Mr. J.‘Ridgway moved :—“ That this Chamber notices with satis- 
faction the report of the recent conference of the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies with the Premiers of the self-governing colonies as a 
step towards Imperial Federation on the lines of (1) community of 
defence ; (2) representation of the Colonies on the Judicial Com- 
mittee of the Privy Council ; (3) denunciation of the German and 
Belgian treaties of Commerce ; (4) federation of groups of Colonies 
geographically united.” Whatever they might think of the pro- 
gress made, he thought they might satisfy themselves that the 
interview of Mr. Chamberlain with the Colonial Premiers had not 
ie without effect, and that at all events some progress had been 
made. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Nottingham.—A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was 
held on the 4th October, under the presidency of Mr. W. H. 
Davy. Mr. F. Carver reported that since the last meeting the 
Foreign Trade Committee had held a meeting to consider a 
circular which had been received from the Board of Trade, stating 
for the information of the Chamber, that the Board of Trade had 
received through the Foreign Office a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Vienna, enclosing copy of a Note from the Austro- 
Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in which it was stated 
that the privileges of the spvcial tariff charged on Austrian State 
and private railways for the carriage of cases of patterns would, 
under certain conditions, be extended to British commercial 
travellers. This special tariff conceded a rate of 0:1 kreuzer per 
10 kilos per kilometre for the carriage of such cases, and it was 
only granted on the railways of the countries and provinces re- 
presented in the Austrian Reichsrath, and was not granted in 
Hungary. In order to enable British commercial travellers to 
avail themse]ves of this concession it was necessary that they 
should provide themselyes with “certificates of identity,” in 
accordance with a form prescribed by the regulations, and a com- 
plete translation of these regulations was attached to the circular. 
The Austrian Ministry pointed out that the British authorities 
who issued the requisite certificates had to keep an exact record 
of those issued, and to send half-yearly packets of the counter- 
foils direct to the Austrian Ministry for Railways. The Board of 
Trade expressed a hope that the Council of this Chamber would 
make the facts in the matter as widely known as possible in 
their district. The Quarterly General Meeting was held on the 
5th October. 
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Sheffield. —A meeting of the Sheffield Chamber of Commerce 
was held on the 6th October, Mr. H. P. Marsh in the chair. 

A circular was read in reference to the collection by Mr. 
Christopher Gardner, British Consul at Amoy, of a series of 
designs of labels suitable for use in China and the Corea, where it 
seems the consumers of guods often abstain from purchasing an 
article upon which there is what seems to them an unlucky mark 
or label. This collection of marks and labels is now on view at 
the offices of the Associated Chambers, 1, Great College Street, 
Westminster, and any manufacturer who feels an interest in the 
matter can inspect them, and adopt any one of these marks he 
considers suitable for his business, and can subsequently register 
the mark under the Trades Marks Registration Act, and thus 
acquire exclusive property in it without any payment. 

A communication from the South African Mercantile Association 
was read stating that a deputation would be received by the 
Colonial Secretary to protest against the unfair treatment of 
shippers of British goods to South Africa. After discussion, it 
was resolved to ask the secretary to write a letter sympathising 
with the object of the deputation, as the matter was one which, in 
the opinion of the council, required careful inquiry on the part of 
the Government, but not one in which the Chamber has sufticient 
technical knowledge to enable them usefully to send a delegate 
or delegates to attend on the deputation. 

The other subjects under consideration comprised the autumn 
meeting of Associated Chambers, Commercial Treaties with 
Germany and Belgium, and the Commercial Intelligence Com- 
mittee uf the Board of Trade. 

Walsall.—At the usual monthly meeting of this Chamber, held 
September 27th last, Mr. T. A. Smith presided. Letters from the 
London and North-Western and Great Western Railway Companies 
were read, promising to give immediate attention to the request of 
the Chamber asking for improved connections between the trains of 
the two companies at Dudley. The President reported as to the 
work done at the meeting of the Associated Chambers at Middles- 
borough, and referred with satisfaction to the fact that all the pro- 
posals which the Walsall Chamber had decided to support were 
carried. Mr. J. Scott, the other delegate to the meeting of the 
Associaied Chanbers,also made a report. The Government had been 

ressed to adopt the commercial education scheme of the London 
Chamber, but he considered it far too high,and he suggested that the 
Walsall Chamber should prepare a scheme to be submitted to the 
Education Department of the Board of Trade. In Walsall the con- 
dition of education was deplorable, and it would remain so as long 
as the present system of grant earning was in force.—On the pro- 
position of Mr. J. Scott, seconded by the President, it was agreed 
to constitute a committee to consider the questioa of improving 
education in commercial subjects, and advising the Board of Trade 
thereon, Sir Courtenay Boyle, the permanent secretary, having 
asked for an expression of the opinion of the different Chambers, 
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XXI.—POST OFFICE NOTICE. 


PARCEL Post TO THE REPUBLIC OF HunDURAS. 
Since the Ist October, 1897, parcels have been accepted for 
transmission to the Republic of Honduras. 


i The postage to be prepaid is :— 8. d. 
| For a parcel weighing not more than 3 lb. - . - 2 4 
ut a more than 3lb. but not more than 7lb. 4 0 


more than 7lb. butnotmorethanillb. 5 8 

At the office of destination a charge will be made for delivery at 
the rate of 1 centavo for each 4 ozs., with a minimum of 
5 centavos. 

Each parcel, or each set of two or three parcels from the same 
sender to the same addressee, must be accompanied by a Despatch 
Note and a Customs declaration. 

No parcel may contain a letter, or communication of the nature 
of a letter, any explosive or dangerous article, or any liquid, unless 
securely packed in a proper case. 

Parcels for Honduras will be forwarded from Liverpool with 
those for British Honduras. 


XXIL—QUARANTINE NOTICES, 


Spain.—Vessels from New Orleans and other ports of the 
Mississippi in the direction of the Gulf of Mexico, and from the 
ports of the Gulf of Mexico, from the Mississippi to Ocean 
Springs, inclusive, will be placed in quarantine, whatever. their 
bill, and ports at a distance of 165 kilometres will be considered 
dangerous. 

Barbados.—Colon is declared to be no longer infected with 
yellow fever; but Bahia is declared to be a place infected with 
small pox. 

Bahamas.—The following Order in Council was issued on the 
31st July last :-— 

“Whereas persons have from time to time been landed from 
places abroad at places within the Colony that are not Ports of 
Entry, and it is expedient with the view of preventing the intro- 
duction of any infectious disease that such a practice should be 
prohibited, His Excellency the Administra‘or, acting by and with 
the advice of his Executive Council under the authority of The 
Quarantine Act Amendment Act, 1897, section 5, has been 
pleased to make the following order :— 

“Any person arriving from_any Port or place without the limits 
of the Bahama Islands, who shall land at any place within the 
said Islands other than a Port of Entry ; or any person who shall 
knowingly harbour a person who shall have so landed at a place 
not a Port of Entry; or who shall convey such person from the 
place at which he may have so landed to any other place within 
these Islands, without reporting the facts immediately after. 
arrival to the Police or to the Health Officer, shall be liable to 
a penalty not exceeding five pounds, to be recovered before any 
Magistrate, and in default of payment may be imprisoned for any 
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term not exceeding two months; and any letters, papers, or other 
like matter brought into the Colony by any person so offending, 
shall be liable to be seized and may be destroyed by order of the 
convicting Magistrate, Provided nevertheless that vothing herein 
contained shall be held to apply to persons who may have become 
shipwrecked, or be landed from any vessel in distress.” 

United States.—An ordinance has recently been passed by the 
City of Portland (Oregon) relating to the public health, and 
to prevent the spread of contagious disease. The following is a 
copy of sub-sections 3 and 4 of section 3 of the ordinance 
relative to the inspection and quarantine of vessels from foreign 
ports, which are of special interest in view of the large number of 
British ships frequenting the port of Portland :— 

Duties of City Physician. 

Sec. 3.—He shall from time to time make reports to the Board 
of Health of contagious diseases that may come to his notice in 
various places from which they are liable to be brought to the 
city of Portland, and advise as to the measures to be taken to 
prevent their entry into said city; in order to prevent the intro- 
duction of contagious and infectious diseases into the city of 
Portland it sball be his duty to board and inspect all vessels: 
arriving from foreign ports, or ports suspected of being infected 
with any contagious disease, and vaccinate or cause to be 
vaccinated, such passengers or emigrants who may be on board 
of any vessel who are nut able to prove that they have been 
vaccinated within the last seven years, before they shall be 
allowed to land at the docks or wharves of the city, or before 
they shall be a'lowed to leave such vessel. He shall receive as 
compensation for said vaccination the sum of twenty-five cents 
for each person vaccinated by him, which said sum shall be paid 
by the person vaccinated, and shall be paid before his or her 
vaccination. 

Sec. 4.—He shall be vigilant and active in detecting and 
removing all causes of disease, and may quarantine, under such 
regulations as may be prescribed by the Board of Health, and in 
accordance with the United States laws governing the same, any 
vessel that shall enter the city having on board any contagious 
disease, provided that all cost and expense of such quarantine 
shall be borne and paid for by such vessel. The captain of any 
vessel who shall refuse to allow the city physician to board his 
vessel, or who shall land or attempt to land any such passengers 
from said vessel without having first been vaccinated by said 
physician shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon 
conviction thereof before the police-court shall be punished 
by a fine of not less than 50 dols., nor more than 250 dols., 
or be imprisoned in the city jail not less than ten nor more than 
thirty days or both. 

The city physician’s boat may be known by the display of a 
white flag with a red cross in centre. 


496 STATISTICAL TABLES. [Oct. 1897 
XXIII—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


1.—ForeIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDooM. 


STATEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month and Nine Months ended 
30th September, 1897, compared with the corresponding periods of 
the year 1896. 

MoNTH ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER. 


I. Imports FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND BritiIsH Possessions. 


Month ended 
30th September. 
_ Increase. | Decrease. 
| 1897. | 1896. 
£ £ £ £ 
I, Avimals, living (for food) - - 970,032 910,897 59,135 ae 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
(42) Articles of food and | 12,676,387 | 11,218,704 | 1,857,668 wil 
B) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
Tobacco, duitiable - - 331,851 413,7 81,912 
Ill. Metals - - - - | 1,651,108 | 1,614,578 36,530 mi 
Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
substances - - 347,745 450,451 102,706 
Oils - - - - -| 721,991 676,216 45,775 
I. Raw materials fortextile manufactures | 1,998,526 | 2,576,346 — 577,810 
7 Raw materials for sundry industries 
aud manufactures “a 5,463,168 | 4,541,461 921,707 pers 
VIII. Manufactured articles - . - | 7,408,934 | 7,062,867 346,067 si 
TX. (A-) Miscellaneous articles - - | 1,023,637 | 1,155,708 — 132,071 
(B.) Parcel post - 76 502 102,500 25,998 
Total Value - - - - | 35,195,893 | 33 006,346 2,189,547 — 


Il. Exports oF BRITISH AND IRISH PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ 
I, Animals, living - - -| 107,056 109,591 _ 2,685 
IJ. Articles of food and drink ~ - | 1,134,554 1,166,641 -~ 32,087 
Il]. Raw materials = - - - - | 41,607,180 | 1,461,989 145,191 — 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - - | 7,158,310 | 8,522,890 — 1,364,580 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - | 2,825,884 | 2,780,378 45,506 = 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - | 1206986 | 1,362,463 155,477 
A el and sticles of personal 
924,758 | 962,187 37,429 
on and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations - 636,378 639,278 _ 2,900 
(F.) All other articles, eith:r manu- | 2,525,220 | 2,670,516 — 145,296 
factured or partly manufactured - 
(G.) Parcel post - - - - 178,949 148,192 30,757 — 
Total value - - - | 18,305,275 | 19,824,125 1,518,850 
Ill. Exports oF ForeIGN AND CoLonraL Propvuce. 
£ £ £ & 
Total value ~- - | 3,979,092 | 3,274,466 704,626 


i 

| 

F 

| 
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I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.—cont. 
NinE MonNtTHS ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER. 

I. Imports rrom CounTRIES AND BRITISH PossESSIONS. 

Nine Months ended 
30th September. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1837. 1896 
£ £ £ 
I. Animals, living (for fo0d) -| 8,823,976 | 8,150,871 673,105 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - - - | 109,867,247 | 103,720,428 6,146,519 
(B ) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able - - - - - | 19,325,403 | 17,062,488 1,262,915 - 
Tobacco, dutiable - - - -| 2,997017| 3,157,850 = 160,833 
III. Metals - - - - - 15,941,979 15,352,567 589,412 _ 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
substances 4,889,467 | 5,571,433 — 681,966 
V. Oils - - - - - - 5,584 ,090 6,043,767 — 459,677 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 49,658,916 | 49,424,978 233,938 — 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures - 38,976,002 | 35,257,181 3,718,321 — 
VIII. Manufactured articles - - - | 64,332,092 | 61,172,442 3,159,650 = 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - | 9,810,090 | 10,623,920 813,830 
(B.) Parcel post - - - - 752,556 755,587 _ 3,031 
Total value - - - | 329,958,835 | 316,293,512 | 13,665,323 _- 
II. Exports oF BritTisH AND IRISH PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES, 
£ £ £ £ 
I. Animals, living - - - 816,319 663,504 152,815 
II. Articles of food ani drink . - 8,505,899 | 8,278,832 227,067 — 
III. Raw materials - | 15,061,503 | 13,236,031 1,3°5,473 - 
IV. Articles manufactured and _Partly 
manufactured, viz. :— - 
(A.) Yarnsand textile fabrics - - | 73,442,086 | 80,882,889 _- 7,440,803 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - | 25,419,177 | 24,899,924 519,253 — 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - | 12,814,668 | 12,473,637 341,031 — 
(D.) Appareland articles of personal use | 7,460,977 | 7,935,765 — 474,788 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations - 6,196,678 6,269,942 226,733 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured - | 24,514,025 | 24,827,775 a 313,750 
(G.) Parcel post - ~ - - 1,459,844 1,187,501 272 343 _ 
Total Value - - - | 175,991,176 | 180,655,800 4,664,624 
If]. Exports or ForEIGN AND CoLONIAL PRODUCE. 
£ £ £ 
Total Value - - - - | 46,010,014 | 41,504,629 | 4,505,385 _ 
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PRICEs. 


RETURN of the QUANTITIES SOLD and AVERAGE PrIcES OF BRITISH 
Corn, IMPERIAL MEASURE, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the undermentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus.| Qrs. bus.) Qrs. bus. 
a Week ended 4th September, 1897 | 66,457 3 2,205 8 8,388 0 
llth ,, » 7 7,323 6 9,254 7 
18th ,, ” - 75,213 5 24,948 O 13,347 3 
a na 25th ,, ys - | 82,525 6 78,234 3 16,767 2 
September, - - | 291,784 5 112,711 4 47,757 4 
Corresponding month in 1896 - | 241,630 1 | 153,748 6 | 48,411 3 
U 
: a 1895 - | 126,307 3 | 136,682 0 61,973 7 
Average prices. 
8s. s. d 8. 
| Week ended 4th September, 1897 33 7 25 11 17 0 
33 1 4 17 3 
18th 33 10 28 11 17 0 
25th 33 11 29 7 16 8 
August, 1897 - - - - 30 3 19 7 
July, - 27 9 18 0 18 8 
{ June, a .| @ 8 21 8 18 0 
May -| 0 20 7 5 
April 27 3 22 1 16 4 
March ,, ‘ 22 9 16 2 
December, 1896 - - -| 3 8 25 1 16 7 
November ,, - 82 4 27 0 
October 27 10 28 10 15 9 
September, 1896 - . . 23 9 24 0 14 1 
1895 - - 22 10 24 0 7 
eb 1894 - - - 20 7 23 11 15 9 
» 1893 - - -| 26 3 a7 6 7 9 


| 
4 
4 
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I1LI.— 1897. 


RETURN of the NumBERS, NATIONALITIES, and DESTINATIONS of the 
PASSENGERS that left the UNrrep Kinapom for PLACES out of 
Europe during the Month ended 30th September, 1897, and the 
Nine Months ended 30th September, 1897, compared ‘with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


Cape All for 


Nationalities. United |British N.| Austral- | of Good opie Total. corre- 


States. |America.| asia. 
ad 
1896. 


Month ended 30th September. 


English 2 6,283 2,194 1,418 1,922 1,414 | 13,231 | 13,150 
Scotch . -| 1,704 160 154 391 203 9,612 2,574 
Irish - 4,910 120 111 105 32 5,279 5,298 
Total of British i 12,897 2,474 1,683 2,419 1,649 | 21,122 | 21,022 
origin - 
Foreigners - -| 9,178 598 36 692 187 10,691 10,133 
Nationalities not 12 1 559 
Total - -| 22,181 3,084 1,723 3,111 2,195 | 32,294 | 31,707 


orre- 
} 21846 | 275 | 1493 | 4016 | 2147 | 31,707 


ing 
Month, 1896 - 


Nine Months ended 30th September. 


English ts -| 384,313 12,143 7,106 11,866 6,922 72,350 79,262 
Scotech- .| 7,690 1,175 627 2,482 786 12,660 13,147 
Irish - * -| 28,448 660 389 805 155 30,457 37,044 
Total of British 
origin - a} 70,351 13,978 8,122 15,153 7,863 | 115,467 | 129,453 
Foreigners - 36,398 5,749 235 5,905 1,197 49,482 61,591 
Nationalities not 
83 4 1,930 | 2,710 | 2,483 
Toral - -| 107,462 19,780 8,369 21,058 10,990 | 167,659 | 193,527 


130,560 19,332 7,109 25,148 11,378 193,527 
onthe 71896. 


Nore.—The above figures, rap made up at the nang possible date after the close of each 
month, are subject to correction in the Annual Re 


rotat 
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IV.—ALIEN IMMIGRATION—SEPTEMBER 1897. 


[Oct. 1897 


RETURN of the NuMBER of ALIENS that arrived from the CONTINENT at Ports + in the 
Unirep Kinepom during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th September 
1897 compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the ALIEN Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4,c. 11, sect. 2.) 


Hamburg Rotterdam, Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, Avenhal and Dieppe. Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven, | ani Antwerp. Christiansand. Ports. 


1897. | a6. 1897. | 1896. | 1897. | 1826. | 1897. | 1896. | 1897. | 1896. | 1897. | 1896, 


Month ended 30th 8 ’ 
Aliens not stated to be on\ onta ende eptember, 


— out of the United 


» Other ports-| 67  110| 33] lig) — 
Total - -| 1,494 | 1,297] 478 
Aliens én route to America 


or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : } 


route to America or other | 
ingdom :* | | 
Arrived at London -' 1,108; 960} 269) 289) 210) 221; — 906 | 825} 2,493 | 1,795 
Grimsby -| 52] 12| 15| — | — 25; 16] 
” Hull - 146) 47 58 34 | 4 137} 125] 39 
Tyne Ports-| 20 45 61 §7| 177) — 214| 183] 482] 462 
ith- -| 83 45 62 | 25 14] 146] 164 
Newhaven — _ 765 €63 7 665 
2 
665 


74 29 17 | 1,896 | 1,054} — 45 64 | 1,974 | 1,209 
” Wea-¢ | 13 | 51 | 2 75 51 

Hull - -| 151| 36 | 1,123] 1,173; — 547 | 697 | 1,822} 1,906 

” Leith - 2, — 2; — 21 25 24 68 

Other Ports-/ — — | — 623 607| 710| 627 
Total - -| 931) 182] 338] 39 /%3,103| 2017; — | — | 1,238) 1,393 | 4,605 | 3,851 


| 

Total of Aliens en route | 
and of Aliens not stated | ! 
1) 

| 


| 
1,725 | 1,479 511 520 | 3,659 | 2,829 765 665 | 2,884 | 2,369 | 9,544 | 7,852 
| 


to be en routeto Amer- 
ica or other places out of 
the United 


ngdom ; *- 


Nine Months ended 30th September. 


Aliens not stated to be en) 
route to America or other 
— out, of the United 
King om : 
Total No. - | 12,203 | 13,032 | 3,788 | 3,986 | 4,902 | 4,874 | 6,842 | 5,975 | 11,009 | 7,867 | +38,744/+35,734 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : 
Total No. 2,850 | 2,366 686 722 | 12,937 | 16,396 = 


Tota! of Aliens enrouteand 
of Aliens not stated tobe ) 
en route to America or | > 15053/15,393 | 4,474 | 4,708 | 17,839 | 21,270 | 6,842 | 5,975 23,375 | 365,347|$70,725 


10,130 | 15,508 | 26,603 | 34,992 


other p'aces out of the |\ 
United Kingdom 


* The distinction mde in this Return between * Aliens not stated to be en route to America, cr other places out 
of the Unit-d Kingdom,” and ‘Aliens en route to Americ4, éc.,” is due to ths fact ihat a large number of Alieus 
who arrive from Uontinental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it s 
cons‘dered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the “ Aliens not stated to be en route 
to Americ1, &c.” come to this country for settlement, there being in Jact a lurge emigration of foreigners from 
this coun'ry, while many of the Aliens arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (see Annual 
on Emigration and Immigration, No. 165, Sess. 1897, and Monthly Emigra'i n Returns.) 

+ The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow- 
Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kircaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, Middles 
——* weastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Uartlepool. 
The lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and 


persons who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers. 

+ The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arriv-d at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to 
places out of the United Kingdom in the month of September 1897 was 765 and 795inthe same month of 1896; in the 
1.ine months ended 30th September 1897 the number was 8,189, and in the same montl*s¢ 1896 the number was 8,025. 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


NuMBER of RECEIVING ORDERS GAZETTED in the undermentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 


Nine Months 


ended September 
1897. | 1896. 1897. 1896. 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted - - {| 290 271 3,035 | 3,109 
Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations ;— 
Grocers, &c. : “2 - 26 16 223 218 
Farmers ° 9 26 192 185 
Publicans and hotel Keepers, be. . 22 18 176 228 
Builders - 11 l4 163 174 
Butchers - 12 4 125 83 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and 
dealers 8 li 100 72 
Bakers - - 8 85 84 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c,  - 7 2 68 58 
Drapers, &e. 5 67 62 
Tailors, &c. 5 7 50 56 
Agents, commission ond general - 3 7 46 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. - - 5 2 42 51 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers - 5 13 41 51 
Clerks, commercial and general - 3 1 34 38 
Solicitors - - 1 8 83 85 
Tobacconists, &c. - 4 33 380 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. - - 1 7 31 85 
Provision merchants, &c 4 8 29 26 
General dealers - - ii 2 — 28 19 
Furniture dealers and makers - © 2 KJ 27 3s 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw 
merchants and dealers - 27 23 
Carpenters and joiners - . " 2 26 34 
Travellers, commercial, &c. - . 3 Z 24 23 
Confectioners - - Fé 28 34 
Engineers and founders, ™, - . 4 2 23 19 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, 
silversmiths, &c. 2 8 92 35 
Auctioneera - - 2 21 32 
Officers in Army - - 2 2 21 15 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and 
hauliers - - - 2 —_ 20 18 
Gardeners, florists, &c. - . 2 20 18 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical 
manufacturers - 3 £0 41 
Millinere, dressmakers, &c. - 4 | £0 I? 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers : 2 — 19 20 
Merchants - - - - 5 2 19 23 
Lodging-house keepers - - ° | 1 18 17 
Saddlers and harness makers - ° 2 2 18 25 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. 4 17 22 
Wheelwrights : - 2 2 17 13 
Restaurant, coffee, and eating-howse 
keepers - - - 3 1 17 16 
Stationers - - - 16 10 
Contractors - - - 1 4 16 15 
Printers and publishers - - 2 a 16 19 


i 
i 
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| Nine months 
September ended Sept. 
1897. 1896. 1897. 1896. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and No. No. No No. 
occupations—cont. : 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. - - 2 1 15 16 
Curriers, tanners,and leather merchants 3 15 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. - - 2 14 18 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - . - 1 _ 14 6 
Hairdreseers - 1 1 14 1l 
Directors and promoters of public 
companies’ - - 1 13 5 
Carriage, &c., builders - — 12 12 
Brokers, stock and share - - 2 1 12 15 
Cattle and pig dealers - 2 11 
Clerks in holy orders - - -_ 2 11 13 
Schoolmasters and - 1 11 20 
Timber merchants and wood dealers - 1 _ 11 10 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &e. - 1 11 15 
Millers - - 2 2 11 19 
Fishing net and emack owners, and 
masters - - 1 _— 10 5 
Stone, marble, and mennueh masons - 2 1 8 8 
China, glass, and cnthenware, &e. 
dealers - - - 2 — 8 10 
Architects and earveyors 1 6 9 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - - 1 1 4 7 


VI.—Export oF Live ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN 


RETURN of the NuMBER of ANIMALS exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
BRITAIN during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th Sept. 
1897, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1896. 


Nine Months 
. ended Sept. 
Animale. 

1897. 1896. 1897. 1896. 

No. No. No. No. 
Cattle - - - - - | 82,223 71,587 | 452,292) 422,825 
Sheep - ‘ - |112,005 | 85,3883 | 645,083| 614,802 
Swine - - - - - | 40,632 36,565 | 486,946| 384,680 
Goats - - - - - 90 103 3,682, 4,006 
Horees - - - - - —_ 3,821 30,071 32,204 
Mules or Jennets - - - . | 3 29 23 
Asses - 108 86; 2,111) 2,417 
Total - | 238,783 197,488 |1,570,214 |1,460,957 


q 
} | 
iJ 
it 
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VII.—FIsHERY STATISTICS.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 
STATEMENT of the Toran Quantity and VALve of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the Enaiisu and Wetsu Coasts from the fishing grounds 
during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th September, 1897, com~ 
pared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1896. 
Nine Months ended 
September. September. 
1897 | 1896. | 1897, | 1896 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Brill - - - - - 1,625 1,699 13,417 14,649 
Soles - - - - -| 6.739 5,521 58,617 63,677 
Turbot - - - | 6,258 7,184 60,221 56,841 
Prime fish not separately distinguished- 2,915 1,964 27,147 29,533 
Total prime fish - - 17,537 17,368 149,402 164,700 
Cod - - 40,098 33,075 417,654 381,963 
Haddock - - - 242,359 294.074 1,830, 11,851,066 
ake - - - - 35,919 1,857 164,786 139,475 
Halibut - - - - 10,759 12,568 88,5 104,717 
Herrings - 262,226 248,728 539,388 651,518 
Lin - - - - 9,940 7,971 80,706 81,984 
Mackerel - - - - 71,206 33,569 449,666 362,877 
Pilchards - - 7 - 26, 11,960 63,300 41,391 
Plaice - 62,950 61,949 555,635 530,381 
- tet a ish 4 - 263 430 6,828 49,803 
‘ish not separa’ stinguishe 
88,460 93,103 728,630 819,998 
Total ‘ - - 868,003 766,652 5,034,713 5,179,873 
Shell fish :— No. yo. No. No. 
Crabs - 117,519 190,967 3,811,976 4,838,812 
Lobsters - - 73,982 67,857 634,769 901,803 
Oysters - - 3,321,000 3,295,000 22,238,000 18,285,000 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts§ 
Other shell fish . - : 46,439 51,688 349,867 399,846 
| VALUE 
Brill - - - 4,351 4,164 37,323 
Soles - - - 52.536 49,543 414,650 
Turbot - - . - | 22,907 27,510 185,791 
Prime fish not separately distinguished - 7,060 6,503 69,455 
Total prime fish - ol 86,854 87,720 707,219 760,889 
- | 26,035 20,192 || 261,767 227,190 
- - 99,422 82,674 1033, 9° 872,639 
- - - 18,002 114,407 li W943 
Halibut - - - - 20,760 23,334 156,046 175,577 
Herrings ° - - - 103,404 59,362 235,155 155,227 
ing - 5,852 4,999 46,220 49,488 
Mackerel - - - . 35,714 21,422 319,506 265,153 
Pilchards - - - - 5,183 2,915 13,170 9,845 
Plaice - - - - 64,386 64,826 634,934 581,228 
Sprats - - 47 176 3,835 7,688 
Fish not separately distinguished, 2 £9,865 66,395 611,241 572.835 
except shell fish = - - 
Total 537,658 452,017 4,027,451 | 3,778,702 
—> 3,070 3,459 50,317 58,328 
Lobsters - - 3,635 3,428 28 44,088 
Oysters - - + - 11,187 10,506 65,599 54,988 
Other shell fish : - : 13,007 2,395 100,853 112,120 
Total «| 30,849 | 29,788 245,095 988,824 
Total value of fish landed -| 568,507 481,805 4,272,546 4,047 526 
~Nore..—The above figures are subject. to correction in the Annual Returns, The values 
given are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place 
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VIII.—FisHery 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


(Oct. 1897. 


STaTEMENT of the ToTaL Quantity and VaLvE of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the Scorcu Coasts during the Month and Nine Months 
ended 30th September, 1897, compared with the corresponding Periods 


of the Year 1896. 


Nine Months ended 
September. 


1896. 


Soles pane Soles) - 
Turbot - - 


Plaice, Brill 
Haddock 


Mackerel - 
Saith (Coal Fish) 
Skate - 
Sparling - 


Sprats - 
Torsk (Tusk) - 


Fish not separately 
except shell fish 


Total - 


Shell Fish: 
Crabs - 
Lobsters - - 
Uysters - - 


Clams - - 
Mussels’ - - 
Other shell fish- - 


Soles Soles) - 
Turbo 


- - 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill- 
Haddocx 
Halibut - 
Herrings - 

ing - - 


Mackerel - 

Saith (Coal Fish) 

- 

- 
prats 


ing 
Fish not separately 
except shell fish - 


Total - 


Shell Fish :-- 
Crabs 
Lobsters 
Oysters 
Clams 
Mussels 
Other shell fish 


Total - 


ee 


Total value of fish landed 


Whitin - 
d 


Trek (Tusk) - - 
a 


istinguished, 


istinguished, 


47,925 


1,315,841 


13,846 
22,074 
590 


1,569 
11,147 
10,580 


59,806 


136,626 


91,288 | 1,424,648 


1,375,647 


~~ Nors.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


ij 
n 
September. | 
4 1897. | 1896. | 1897. | = 
QUANTITY. 

Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
464 1,050 3,948 4,286 
4 Cod - - : - - 39,307 43,581 || 491,255 477,689 
iq - - 812 638 10,445 11,737 
- - 6,799 6,612 | 50,813 65,427 
- - 62,336 71183 || 631,028 723,085 
f Halibut - - - - 1,703 1,217 || 27,123 31,646 

Herrings - - - -| 208/413 74966 || 2,836,623 | 3,830,861 
Lin - - 3,647 5524 148,222 120 432 
351 295 4,610 4,143 
- - 3 602 4,853 || 8x,866 117,246 
- - 1,785 1,773 || £4,335 52,337 
- - - 64 37 | 291 135 
4 - - - 4 10 | 119 29,943 
- - 158 195 7,233 9.985 
3,635 3,613 || 24,837 29,750 
| sos |) | 
4 Po - - 237 £18 220,181 || 4,425,823 | 5,559,372 
4 No. No. || No No. 
- - 150,595 131,165 3,005,185 2 900,243 
90,180 92,113 i| 552,122 572,372 
- 29,200 32'350 | 200,776 149 212 
q Cwtr. Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
- 476 1176 | 10,546 11,606 
- - £8,933 29,024 || 197,474 
- - 4,092 4,369 | 43,775 
VALUE. 
£ £ | £ £ 
3,416 3,988 | 24,704 30,528 
1,454 2,591 | 11,096 11,750 
| 
| 13,311 13,296 || 166,380 | 152,335 
2 505 359 || 5,986 5,912 
7,114 6,624 || 55,223 66,910 
35,366 36,940 | 298,582 292,065 
3036 2,122 || 34.678 35,039 
60,786 13,609 688,725 649,765 
966 1,338 | 41,972 32,540 
7 233 284 | 2.475 2,380 
: 411 589 | 8,552 10.706 
873 370 || 14,507 12,126 
276 167 1,273 509 
§ 1 2 24 1,760 
4 1.154 1,361 
1,819 1777 | 13,314 12,602 
| set || 7,612 7,553 
- | 129,880 84,667 || 1,361,277 | 
882 736 || 18,935 
3,001 3,113 || 24,530 
103 119 || 833 
: 62 122 || 1,492 
1,155 1,012 || 10,430 | 
6,58 6,621 || 68,971 | 
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1X.—FisuEry STATISTICS.—IRELAND. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity aud Vauue of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Ir1tsn Coasts during the Month and Nine 
Months ended 30th September, 1897, compared with the corre- 


sponding Periods of the Year 1896. 


Nine Months ended 


Soles - - - 
Turbot - - - 


Total prime fish 


= 

668 


hiting - 


Fish not separately distinguished, « 


shell fish 
Total - 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs - - 
Lobsters - 
Oysters - - - 
Other shell fish- - 


Soles 
Turbot - “ 
Total prime fish 
Cod- - - 
Haddock - 
Hake - A 
Lin - - - jn 
Mackerel- - 
Sprats - - 
hiting - 
Fish not separately distinguished, except 
shell fish 
Total - - 
Lobsters - 
ters - - 
Other shell fish-  - 
Total - 


Total value of fish landed 


een 


ptember. 
1897. 1896 
Cwts. Cwts. 
2,055 1612 
1,215 738 
3,270 | 2,250 
22,684 28,180 
20,734 19, 
9,737 18,543 
~ 87,964 104,044 
14,957 14,103 
624 872,042 
2,726 1,020 
5,638 7,766 
43,494 40,284 
579,778 | 607,276 
No, 0. 
188,741 256,130 
211675 | 242,693 
314.800 | 453,225 
Cwt . Cwts. 
13,644 | 14,851 
| 
5.6°0 5,391 
3,954 | 2,530 
9,554 | 7,921 
12,657 | 13,075 
11,557 | 11,912 
4,142 7,203 
21,713 20,861 
5,£68 5,735 
106,928 113,707 
312 127 
3,197 | 4,500 
20,621 20,245 
| 
196,249 205,286 
628 | 175 
6,369 | 6,957 
500 881 
2,620 | 2,636 
10,117 | 11,249 
| 


| 206,366 216,535 


Notre.—The above figures are to correction in the Returns, 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each p 


The values given 


| 
September. 
1897, | 1896. 
QUANTIT 
Owte. Cwts. 
- - 307 176 
556 260 | 
3 1,843 1,500 || 
9,425 2,138 || 
a 5.182 4,399 | 
52,699 62489 | 
121,601 118,864 | 
1,076 411 || 
695 519 
xcept 6,248 | 4,000 
 . «| 198515 195,097 
No. No. i 
40,155 24,829 | 
-| 193,650 | 87,825 || 
Cwts Cwts. 
2,054 | 1,672 | 
— 
VALUE. 
£ | || 
989 502 | 
895 256 | 
- 1,884 758 
759 728 || 
1,074 1,305 
1,785 
12,056 8,087 || 
345 199 | 
17,580 25,238 
110 42 | 
336 330 || 
3,443 2,141 
| 39,726 40,613 
. 59 59 |) 
- | 1,157 764 || 
263 104 || 
383 308 
1,862 1,235 || 
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X.—CoTTon RETURNS.—SEPTEMBER 1897. 


RETURN of the NUMBER of BALEs of CoTTON ImporTED and ExPor TED 
FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th September, 
1897, compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1896, 


Month of Nine Months ended 
September September 
1897. 1896, «1897. | 1896, 

Imports. 
No. No. | No. No. 
American 33,676 99,469 | 1,550,947 | 1,560,127 
Brazilian 41 207 | 69,249 291540 
East Indian - - 3,743 | 3,419 126,397 
Egyptian - 8,982 | 6,727 | 231,090 213,723 
Miecellaneous - - 3,446 | 5,404 39,615 40,873 

Total . - 49,888 115,246 1,984,797 1,970,660 
Exports. 
American . - 19,361 5,300 || 225,178 133,750 
Brazilian - - 1,186 | 3,475 10,112 
East Indian - - 3,519 5,921 47,550 52,232 
Egyptian - - 6,253 860 64,194 61,462 
Miecellaneous ~- - 900 400 13,415 15,754 
Total 30,033 13,667 | 353,807 278,810 
FoRWARDED from Porta to INLAND Towns. 
American - - 187,688 175,818 1,866,676 1,881,309 
Brazilian - - 8,423 3,320 53,454 35,707 
East Indian - . 5,783 4,066 52,462 42,369 
Egyptian . . 12,833 12,520 198,423 193,278 
Miscellaneous - - 6,334 7,195 71,231 71,117 
Total - - 221,061 202,919 2,242,246 2,223,826 
FoRWARDED from InLAND Towns to Ports. 
American - = 154 150 2,244 2,047 
East Indian - 4 
Egyptian 40 49 
Miscellaneous - 33 46 304 722 
Total - . 187 196 2,588 2,829 


1 
| 
q 
| 
| 
Ab | 
| 
i 
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RETURNS OF IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


SratemeEnt of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Counrrizs in the latest Month for which Rerurns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note. — Franc = 9d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 9'§d.; 
Gulden = is. 8d.; Drachma=9d.; Lew =9 
L. Egyptian = 0s. Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Imports, 


Value for the Month, Lof the 
Name of Country. Pm 
1897. 1896. 1897, 1896. 

France Aug. -| Frs. 314,466,000 | 284,425,000 || 2,609,766,000 | 2,597,740,000 
Portugal - -|May -| Milreis- 3,399,000] 3,200,000 || 19,342,000 17,651,000 
Italy-  -| Aug. -| Lire 107,587,000 | 102,387,000 || 769,000,000, 765,620,000 
Austria-Hungary -| Aug. - | Gulden 59,846,000 | 41,778,000 || 479,062,009 466,389,000 
Greece - -| July - | Drachmas 8,604,000} 7,874,000 51,977,000 61,822,000 
Bulgaria -| June -| Lew - $,311,000] 4,790,000 || 42,301,000 32,140,000 
Egypt - -| July -|L.E. - 761,000 667,000 5,540,000 4,865,000 
United States - | Aug. -]| Dollars 39,877,000 | 49,468,000 546,473,000 471,232,000 
Mexico - -|May - ” 2,831,000 3,918,000 15,364,000 19,187,000 
British India* -| July -| Rupees 5,06,73,205 | 5,94,87,813 || 20,71,85,443 | 24,31, 23,523 

II.—Exports. 
France - - | Aug. - | Frs. - 283,502,000 | 257,211,000 || 2,408,899,000 | 2,204,971,000 
Portugal -|May - Milreis 2,435,000| 2,304,000 | 11,500,000 11,196,000 
Italy - - - | Aug. - | Lire - 79,114,000 | 77,930,000 709,087,000 656,839,000 
Austria-Hungary -| Aug. -| Gulden 62,683,000 | 68,449,000 492,623,000 480,835,000 
Greece - -| July - | Draclimas 3,285,000 4,461,000 35,484,000 35,802,000 
Bulgaria - -| June -| Lew -3,816,600 5,432,000 38,879,000 44,931,000 
Egypt- - -|July -|L.E. - 467,000 390,000 6,977,000 6,994,000 
United States - | Aug. | Dollars - 80,830,000 68,601,000 641,703,000 580,931,000 
Mexico - -| May - 9,062,000 8,650,000 50,869,000 47,996,000 
British India* - | July - | Rupees -7,62,35,852 7,37,19,978 || 30,12,41,933 34,90,88,593 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


Norr.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, exceptin the case of 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “ general.” 
“Special” means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption ; in the case of exports, 
exports of domestic produce and manufacture only. 

* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 


| 
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TRADE oF BritisH INDIA. 


Imports into British Inp1a from Foreian Countriszs. 


Four Months, 1st April 
it ° 


to 3lst July 
— Increase. Decrease. 
1896. 1897, 
I.—Animals, living- - 2,71,950 99,779 ax 1,72,171 
II.—Artic'es of food and drink— 
Sugar - - 74,09,933 1,16,53 ,564 42,43,631 
Other articles - - | 1,43,09,466 1,87,39,917 44,30,451 


III — Metals and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 


cluding plated-ware) - 54,15,820 46 86,071 7,29,749 
Metals - - - | 2,10,26,506 1,97,10,965 om 13,15,543 
Machinery and Millwork - | 1,35,51,427 1,24,72,572 ose 10,78,855 
Railway plant and rolling- 

stock (other than Gov- 

ernment stores) -|  86,96,493 1,01,89,€48 14,93,355 

IV —Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials - - 65,491,346 64 66,126 se 75,220 
V.—Oils— 

Mineral - - | 100,5°,957 1,16,89,346 16,25,389 ove 
Other oils - 9,09,190 14,$0,015 5,£0,825 


VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles - - | 1,27,67,180 74,69,132 oe 5?,98,049 


VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufacturei— 


Cotton yarn =| 1,32,73,666 1,11,16,967 21,56,699 
Cotton piece goods =| 9,19,55,303 6,32,42,976 2,87,12,332 
| 


Other articles - - | 3,69,36,281 2,81,63,168 ts 87,73,113 


Total of all Imports - | 24,31,23,523 | 20,71,85,143 | as 3,59,08,08 | 


| 
| 
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XIT.—Foreign Trave or British Inpta—continued. 
Exports of Inp1an Propuce and Manuracrvure from Britisu 

Inp1A to ForEIGN CountrRIEs. 

Four Months, Ist April to 

31st July. 
Increase, Decrease. 
| 1896. 1897, 
R R OR R 

I.—Animals, living - 5,74,879 4,14,282 1,650,597 

II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rie: - - - | 4,04,53,459 2,86,58,173 1,17,95,286 
Wheat - - €6,29,737 | 23,75,468 62,54,269 
Tea - - | 1,51,54,684 | 1,48,08,421 3,46,263 

| 

Other articles - 1,89,64,242 | 1,29,50,670 | 60,135,672 

11I.—Metals and Manufactures of - 5,23,780 4,89,849 ooo 33,931 

1V.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines } 
and narcotics, dyeing and | 
tannig materials— | 

| Opium. ‘ - | 2,75,29,120 | 2,14,13,368 6!,15,762 
Indigo - 43,92,365 40,70,746 3,21,619 
Other articles - 58,04,181 41,81,534 16,228,647 
V.—Oils 23,48,146 91,01,862 2,46,284 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 
Cotton - - -| 5,69,53,593 | 4,96,53,063 72,00,530 
Jute - 95,66,174 | 1,03,88,304 8,22,130 
Oilseeds 4,33,31,932 3,22,91,089 1,10,40,843 
Other articles - -| 2,97,33,695 3,48,09,638 50,75,943 

VII.—Art'cles manufactured and 

partly manufactured— 
17,61,2,8 
Cotton yarn - - | 2,60,39,931 | 2,42,78,653 
Cotton piece goods -|  47,$7,067 37,27,992 ve 10,69,075 
Other artic'es - - | 3,98,45,138 | 4,23,09,622 24,64,484 
Total of all Exports - | 33,46,42,233 | 28,89,22,734 | 4,57,19,49 


} 


510 XXIV.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1897, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained 
from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. No. Place. Price. 
1893 | Amsterdam - - ld. 1949 | Loanda - . . 1 Baa. 
1894 | Galveston - - - 2d. 1950 | Panama - - 24d. 
1895 | Pireus - - - | 2gd. 1951 | Shanghai- - 2d. 
1896 | Stettin - - - | 2d. 1952) Aleppo - - ~- | 14d. 
1897 | Martinique - -| 1953 | Ispahan- - - | 14d. 
1898 | Corunna - - | 1954 | Tonga - - 1. Id, 
1899 | Calais’ - - | 1d. 1955 Nice - ld. 
1900 | Honolulu - - | 1d. 1956 Nicaragua - ld. 
1901 | Riga = 
1902 | Tripoli - - Jd. 1958 | Cadiz - - Md. 
1903 | Batoum - - - | 2d. 1959 Chinde - - - 4d. 
1904 | Lorenzo Marques - | 2d. 1960 | Stockholm - -/| 2d, 
1905 | Batavia - - - 1961 | Zanzibar - ld. 
1906 | Corfla - - -| 1962 | Tokio - - 14d. 
1907 | Foochow - - 14d. 1963 | Asuncion- - 14d. 
1908 | Montevideo - | 1964 | Baghdad- - ~- | Idd, 
1909 | China - - - | 8d, 1965 | Réunion- -~— - 1d. 
1910 | Pailadelphia - - | 14d. 1966 | Chefoo - - | 
1911 | RioGrandedoSul - | 33d. }] 1967 | Newchwang -~ - 1d. 
1912 | Quito - dd, 1963 Tabreez - -  - 4d. 
1913 | SanJosé - - Id. St. Paul de Loanda- 1d. 
1914 | Dunkirk - - Id. 1970 | Beyrout- - 1d. 
1915 | Samoa - - ~- id. 1971 | Yokohama - ~- | 
1916 | Bordeaux- - -/| 1972 | Warsaw - - 4d. 
917 | Porto Rico - Iga 1973 | Sofia - 13d. 
1918 | Galatz - - 1974 | Madrid - - - Qa. 
1919 | Christiania - 1975 | Vienna - - 2d. 
1920 | Copenhagen - | 384. 1976 | Krzeroum- - ~- | 1d. 
1921 | New York - -| 24d.]] 1977 | Berlin - - ~- | 14d. 
1922 | San Francisco - - | 1978 | Adis Abbaba - - | 1d. 
1923 | Kiakiang- - - | 1d. 1979 | Tamsui - - ~- | 1d. 
1924 | Harrar - - ~- | $4. 1980 | Odessa - - 24d. 
1925 | Berne - - -| 1981 | Brindisi - - | [24d. 
1926 | Mannheim - id. 1982 | Macao - - | 1d. 
1927 | Fiume - - 1983 | Pakhoi - - ld. 
1928 | Oporto - - -| Id 1984 | Peking - - -| Qd. 
}929 | Hangchow - ld. 1985 | Mexico - - ~- | 
1930 | Boston - - - | 1986 | Canton - - | Id. 
1981 | Tahiti - - -| 1d. || 1937 | Naples - - - | Idd. 
1932 | Manila - - | 14d. 1988 | PortSaid- - - | 1d. 
933 | Caracas - ~+ - | 1d. 1989 | Algiers - - - | 34d. 
1934 | Hamburg- - ~- | 3d. 1990 | Vienna - 1d, 
7935 | Portland - - - | 3d. 1991 | Valparaiso - | 
1936 | Malaga - - ~-| 2bd. 1992 | Gothenburg - - | 
1937 | Tokio - - - | 1993 St.Michael’s(Azores) | 1d. 
1988 | Genoa - - - 3a. 1994 | Antwerp- - 1d. 
1939 | Palermo - - ~- | 3d. 1995 | Tangier - - - | 14d. 
1940 | Santiagode Cuba - | 14d. 1996 | Swaziland - - ld. 
1941 | Noumea - - -/| 14. 1997 | Swatow - ——. 1d. 
1942 | Frankfort- - - | 3$d.]] 1995 | St. Petersburg - | 44d. 
1943 | Chungking - - | 1$d.]] 1999 | Dar-al-Baida - - | 14d. 
3944 | Ichang - - -| 2090 | Dantzig - - - | 2a. 
1945 | Hankow - - -| Idd. 200 | Algiers - - - | 14d. 
1946 | Guatemala - - | 2002 | Rome - - oa. 
7 | Byra- - - 1d. 2003 | Bankok - - Jd, 
- - 24, 


7948 | Taganrog - 


a 
i 
i 
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List oF DreLtomatic anp ConsuLaAR ReEports.—cont. 
The following —— from Her Majeaty’s Representatives abroad on 
Cc 


subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be 
obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 


412 Belgium.—Report on the Metallurgical Industries of the 


Province of Liége during 1895 - 1d. 
413 Germany.—Report on the Finances of the German 

African Colonies for 1897-98 - - - - 1d. 
414 Germany.—Report on molasses and peat fodder - - ld. 
415 China,—Report on the Revenne ont Rapenditure of the 

Chinese Empire 3d. 
416 Russia.—Report on the Drink Question in Russia - . $d, 
417 Ita'y.—Report on the ond Financial Situation 

in Italy - - - 4d. 
418 Germany.—Report on the Cyseation of the Insurance 

Laws for 1895 - - - - - 1d. 
419 Netherlands.—Report on the erman Competition with 

British Manufactures in the Netherlands” - $d. 
420 Germany.—Report on the Wine Trade of Germany, 

421 et on the Tampico beanch of the Mexican 

Central Railway - . - 1d. 
422 Netherlands. on the Gold of 

Juiana - 54d. 


423 United States.—Prospects in tte State of 
ornia - 1d. 


424 Italy.—Report on the Straw Hat Industry of Tuscany 1d 


| 425 Hawaiian Islands.—Reporb on Coftee Culture in the 
| Hawaiian Islands I4d. 


426 United States—Report on the American Tinplate 
Industry, and the Welsh Tinglete Tr e to 


he United States - 13d. 
427 Japan.—Report on the Railways of Japan - - 54d. 
428 Egypt.—Report on Beldge Building bead 
Railways - 4d. 
429 France.—Report on the Rennes Exhibition of 1897- — - 4d. 
430 Italy.—Report on the Sponge Industries 
Southern Italy 4d. 
431 Italy.—Report on the Cultivation of the Carob Tree - 4d, 


432 Germany.—Report on the Garman Colonies in Africa 
and tho Southern Pacific = - - - 


433 Corea.—Report on a Consuler Journey ba Ping-Yang 
and Chenampo. 13d. 


512 LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE, ETC. REPORTS.  [Octb. 1897. 


XXV.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have 
been issued, and may be purc haeed from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, 
Harding Street, Flest Street, E 


Colony. Colony. 


Natal - Lagos - - 
Basutoland British Guiana 
St. Helena Jamaica - 
Sierra Leone Newfoundland 
Jamaica Gold Coast - 
T:inidad and Tobago- Zululand - 
Newfoundland Hermuda’ - 
British New Guinea Bahamas - 

Barbados - 
ond Caicos Islands 


Gambia - 
Windward Islands - - 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Gibraltar - - 
Falkland Islands - 
Hong Kong - 
Straits Settlements - - 
Lagos - 

Seychelles 
Basutulend 


British Honduras 
Turks and Caicos Islands 
Gibraltar 
Leeward Islands - 


Bahamas 
and Tobago, 


Gambia: 
Straits Settlements 


Cey lon 
Mauritius 
Labuan 

Gold Coast - 
Britisb Guiana 
Sierra Leone - 
Jamaica - 
British Honduras - 
British Bechuanala- 
Newfoundland - 
Gambia - . 
Bermuda - 
Leeward Islands - 
British New Guinea- 
Zululand - 
Sierra Leone - 
Gibraltar - 
Malta - - 
Barbados 
Turks and Caicos Is 
Falkland Islands 
St. Helena - 
Bahamas - 
Hon, 

Windward lands 


Labu 

Trinidad and Tobago 
Seychelles - 
Mauritius and Rodrigues 
British Honduras - 
Lagos - - 
Basutoland - 
Ceylon - 
British Guiana 
Gold Coast - 
Jamaica - 
Canada - 
Bermuda - 


Turks and Caicos Islands 
Leeward Islands 
Barbados - 

Malta - - 

Zululand 

British Honduras 
Trinidad and Tobago- 
Falkland Islands 
Rodrigues - 
Mauritius - 
Straits Settlements 


Bahamas 
Zululand 


British New Guinea 
Turks & Caicos Islands 
Barbados - 
Leeward Islands - 

G:braltar 

Fiji (Tr«de) - 
Straits Se:t'ements 
Straits Settlements 


MIscELLANEOUS. 


British Bechuanaland 
British New Guinea - 


Colony. Subject. 


_ Economie Agriculture. 
| Forests. 
Geology ani Botany. 
| Advantages to Emigrants. , 
Sisal Industry 
Babonic Plague 
Mineral Resources 
- | So'omon Islands 


Gold Coast - 
Zululand - 
Sierra Leone- 
Canada - 
Bahamas - 
Hong Kong 
Newfoundland 
Western Pacific 


Bes 


ANNUAL. 
| Year. 

| 1893 4 
| 1898-94 
1893 
1894 
| ” 
” 
72 -| 1891 143 | 
43 144 ” 4 
4 | - 1890 145 
75 - 1892 146 4 
7 | - 148 4 
78 | - 149 ” 4 
&2 renada - 153 Fiji_ - 
83 Barbados - - - ” 154 St Helena - ° s 
&6 St. - - - 157 | ” 
87 Falkland Islands’ - - ” 158 | 4 
8 | GoldGoast - - -| 159 | 1894.95 q 
gy Basutoland - - - | 1892-93 160 1£94 
9) | Ceylen - -| 1892 161 | 1894-95 q 
gl Zululand - - . ” 162 | 1894 4 
92 Mauritius - - - ” 163 | 1834-95 3 
93 | Labuan 164 1894 
Honduras - -| » 16 1895 4 
jos - ” 
Leone - - - ” 
v8 Rodrigues - ” 169 
93 St. Helena - - - 170 1006 
100 British Bechuanaland - | 1892-93 171 = 
101 British Guiana - - ” 172 wie 
102 Newfoundland -| 1892 173 
103 Jamaica - - - | 1893-93 174 
104 Victoria - - - 1892 175 pa R 
105 Bermuda - -| 1893 176 | 
ong Ko + - - ” | 4 
108 St. Vincent - - - neg 179 | ” u 
199 Gibraltar - - 180 ” 
lo | ” 1 1895- 
1.6 ” 187 : 
17 ° ” 188 1895 96 : 
118 ” 189 1895 
119 | ad ” 190 1995-96 
” 1 
122 Labuan - - 1893 193 - 1006 
123 Basutoland - - - | 1893-94 194 - - od 
F 124 St. Lucia - - - 1893 195 Gambia - - wd 
- - - ” 
erra Leone - ad 1895 
- | 1898-94 |] 201 
131 an 203 se 
1893-34 204 1995 
205 1896 
= | 


4 
4 


